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HENSON: If you don't mind repeating...

VOLKMAN: Hello. This is Harry Volkman, speaking to you from the offices of
WFLDTV, channel 32, the Fox Television station in Downtown Chicago, Illinois, 
and this is August the 27th, 2004, and that's it.

HENSON: OK, and this is Bob Henson, interviewing Harry Volkman, I'm from 
UCAR, and this is for the AMS Oral History Project. All right. So we'll get 
started here. So I'm going to ask quite a few questions, and they'll be in roughly 
chronological order, Harry, but before we start on the chronology, if you could 
just give us a very short sense of where you've been in your career, starting with 
Tulsa.

VOLKMAN: I began my career in broadcasting in Tulsa, Oklahoma, in the fall of 1949. 
I was doing some weekend fill-in disk-jockey news/sports/weather kind of thing 
on a couple of radio stations in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and while I was there, in 
November of 1949, and I was a student at the University of Tulsa at that time, and 
some of my fellow classmates said that, "Have you seen that there's a television 
station coming to Tulsa, the first one, and they are looking for people to come in 
and work and do almost any job, before or behind the cameras, on-air, 
technicians, or whatever." And I had, the previous year, graduated from the 
Spartan School of Aeronautics, where I majored in weather forecasting. So I 
went to the station, and I said, "I'd like to be on your new station, which isn't on 
the air yet," it didn't come on until December 30th, and they said, "Well, we don't 
even think we're going to do weather, and that's not in our plans, and we'll 
probably have somebody else do it, anyway." So I kind of pushed that aside 
about, well, I'm still busy with my studies out at the university, I just, nothing 
ventured, nothing gained. And then, when the station came on the air, there was a 
fellow named Dave Ketching (sp?) who had been brought in, a former Air Force 
meteorologist, I believe, and -

HENSON: Could you spell his name?
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VOLKMAN: Dave Ketching (sp?). He was only on the air a very few weeks, though, 
and no one seems to remember him, because it takes a while to get established 
when you're on the air. And one of my friends from the University, when I was at 
the weekends radio station, said, "What happened to Dave Ketching?" I said, 
"What do you mean, what happened," because I didn't have a TV, and most 
people didn't then. He said, "Well, he's not on the air anymore," he says, "I just 
saw him a couple of times." So I -- he said, "If you're still interested in doing that 
weather down there, why don't you get down to that station?" I went down there, 
and the program director said, "Well, he never worked out, but we don't know if 
we want to do weather, but I think it can still be done." And this was on January 
13th, it was Friday in 1950. And he said, "You can come in and start Monday," 
and he had no idea what I could do, what I knew, if I would have any on-the-air 
presence or anything; it was totally up to me, and no audition or anything. So I 
had to scramble to go out and buy my own weather map, my own grease pencil, 
set it up on an easel, or a stand, out there in the studio, which was a big truck 
warehouse, which is what we were using. It's still used, that same building, in 
Tulsa, 302 South Frankfurt (sp?). And to get the weather, I had all the 
information I needed and more through short-wave radio. I picked up 
government statements broadcasting synoptic weather broadcasts, basically to 
ships at sea, and this was all in Morse Code, which I had learned in the Army.
The Army had me in communications for the Field Artillery, and we were 
required to learn how to code, encode and decode messages. And so I had a 
surplus radio, put on the earphones, copied all these messages from two stations -
three. One was in Washington, it was NSS. For example. NSS was DAdit- 
ditditdit-ditditdit, DAdit-ditditdit-ditditdit, that's NSS in the code, and was WEK 
in New York, and WSY in New Orleans. And I got, from the government, a 
hydrographic office bulletin which indicated what stations were on what 
frequencies, broadcasting what information at what time. And so I put all these 
things to work, and I then began a regimen of copying [Haoles], I mean, 
synoptics, which were every six hour reports, both surface and upper air 
observations, radio sound reports, and put all the stuff down, and then memorized 
as much of it as I could, and took all this information, mostly in my head, to the 
station, and, at six o'clock in the evening when the station signed on the air that -
they were only on four hours a day, from six to ten -

HENSON: AM or PM?

VOLKMAN: I'm sorry?

HENSON: Six to ten PM?

VOLKMAN: Yes, that's right. Yes. And -- see, there weren't enough programs, and 
there weren't enough people, so they just started with very few shows. Old 
Kinescopes and old movie reels and newsreels and so forth. So I did the weather 
show that way.
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VOLKMAN: That was KOTV, Oklahoma Television, with studios atop the tallest
building, I mean the transmitter at the National Bank of Tulsa. That was at 4th 
and Main (sp?), I believe. And we were the only station in Tulsa, and until the 
freeze went off in '53, there were many markets where there was only one station 
in the market. So, anyway, I drew the whole map, I drew the front -- I've got a 
picture of me in my archives. I drew, in the grease pencil, the fronts, and put in 
temperatures. And then, that was it. And that was the first day. And the boss 
said to me, "That was pretty good," he said, "We'll try it again tomorrow." And I 
asked -- I didn't dare ask for money, because I knew that I had no experience and 
they didn't know what I could do, and -- but there was obviously no pay for this; 
this was to get experience, that's what they told all of us. And the next day, I 
came in, and I thought, you know, I looked at that map that I drew, and it was 
awfully messy once I got through with it. You know, freehand drawing, I never 
was very good at art, and this was so long before anything like computer graphics, 
you know, anything, everything was very crude. And I thought, you know what 
would be really a better idea, just talking to myself about this, I pre-draw the map, 
and then when it comes on it looks a lot better. Well, I went on the next day, that 
was Tuesday, with a pre-drawn map, and the boss came up to me, he said, "Why 
did you change it? Why did you -- why didn't you do it today like you did 
yesterday?" He says, "If you don't got back and do it the way you did the first 
day, I'm going to cancel the show." So after that, the next day was Wednesday, I 
went on and drew it, and they liked the idea of seeing a map being drawn. And -
so, like they do on the Weather Channel now, you know, they'll draw and use 
these different things to show, point out where areas of severe weather or 
something are. And I went on and did it that way then for two and a half years, 
until 1952, and I used to memorize the temperatures. I've always had a good 
memory, and I've still got a pretty good memory at my age, and I would -- one 
night, after people would come up to me on the street and say, "How do you 
remember all those temperatures?" Say, "It's not hard, you just associate it with 
it, I mean, if you've say, got a 62 temperature, and you find that it's 62 in New 
York and Los Angeles and Great Falls and Dallas, and just put that all together in 
your mind, and I would remember it just for that day, and then it was almost like I 
could erase it, and so that I wouldn't remember yesterday's data on tomorrow's 
show. And it was just mental kind of disciple. But one night, because people 
kept asking me, whenever I ran into them, how I remembered them, I thought, I'd 
better, I want to count. Because I had fifteen minute shows, later on, in my era 
there. And I counted 98 temperatures that I put on the map by memory.

HENSON: Wow.

VOLKMAN: And I want to tell you, too, about one of the things that influenced me, was 
that in Boston, on Channel 4 in Boston, WBZTV, they went on the air in 1948, 
and their weatherman was a Professor of Meteorology at MIT, named Dr. James 
Austin (sp?). And he was from New Zealand, and he had a very strong New

HENSON: And the call letters were, again?
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Zealand accent. And I went in to visit him, because I thought, you know, this is 
the thing I want to do, someday. And he was putting up all these temperatures. 
And I asked him the same question that they were asking me, later years, I said, 
"How do you memorize those temperatures?" He said, "I don't memorize them." 
He says, "They're written in in light red, and only I can see them, and when I go 
up in front of that, I just trace over what I've already put in there." And without 
saying it to him, I thought, "This is cheating. This is a swindle --"

HENSON: Because they were written in light red, the broadcast signal didn't pick up 
on them?

VOLKMAN: Yes. And it was a light red, too. And I thought, "You're letting the people 
think that you're memorizing these, and you aren't." And I don't know why I was 
trying to be such a moralist or anything about this whole thing, but I thought to 
myself, and said to myself, "When I go on, which I will eventually, I hope, I will 
not pretend that I'm -- I'm going to really memorize those and not trace over 
anything." So that's one of the inner urges that I had was to really memorize as 
much as I could.

HENSON: One area -- I'd like to ask you, before we go a little further, in these late 
'40s, early '50s, I'd like to be sure we get a little bit of your very early 
background?

VOLKMAN: All right.

HENSON: Childhood and early adulthood, and kind of the interested that led to your 
being interested in meteorology (overlapping dialogue; inaudible).

VOLKMAN: Surely, yeah, oh, yes.

HENSON: So if you could just tell us where and when you were born, and your 
family situation, and...

VOLKMAN: Oh. Well, I was born in Medford, Massachusetts, in 1926, and in my 
home, a radio was on all the time, and I noticed that one thing that my family 
would never miss was the weather report, weather forecast. And there was a man 
-- it's funny; he went on the air in 1926, I found out, the same year I was born.
His name was E Burton Writeout (sp?). And he was one of the early days’ 
independent broadcast meteorologists on radio. He was working for the U.S. 
Weather Bureau, in those days, and there was a severe thunderstorm in the Boston 
area, and one of the reporters from the newspaper in Boston went to the Weather 
Bureau, or maybe called him, and got this fellow Writeout on the phone, and said, 
"Can you tell us, we're doing a story on this storm, tell us about what happened 
and why, and something like that?" And he gave them such an interesting story 
that when the radio station, it was WEEI in Boston, 590 on the AM dial, hah.
They said, "How would you like to come on the radio and do that, and do the
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weather on the radio," and he said, "Well, I'm working for the government." And 
the Government, for years, never allowed anybody to work in the media that was 
working for the Government; you couldn't mix those things. And so he quit his 
job, and they hired him at WEEI, and he stayed on there till the 70s. And he was 
my idol. I used to listen to him, because the family listened to him. And I would 
hear them say, about Writeout predicted this storm or he didn't predict it, or he 
missed it, and I heard all the complaints, and they would always say that he's 
making excuses. And it seemed like the weatherman was always a subject of 
ridicule, because any time he missed it. They don't remember when you're right, 
they remember when you make a mistake. And when Writeout would say, "The 
storm blew out to sea," or something, because those East Coast storms, those 
nor'easters and everything, if they turn off East of Cape Hatteras or go off east of 
Cape Cod, oftentimes they will be directed away from the coast. And even today, 
the computer sometimes can't tell if it's going to hit the coast or if it's going out to 
sea. And when he'd say 'The storm blew out to sea,' people would laugh and say, 
"Oh, yeah, he's making excuse, yeah, that's an alibi, saying the storm went out to 
see or blew out to sea." And I pledged to myself, that if I was going to be a 
weatherman someday, I wouldn't make those mistakes that these other 
weathermen were making. Because I felt like that this was a lousy job, that no 
one could really [predict] weather, that I wouldn't be able to tell it; if they can't, 
how could I be any better. But I always felt that I could improve upon what's 
there now if I learned enough about it.

HENSON: Remember what age it was that you be -

VOLKMAN: Well...

HENSON: -- that you remember listening to Writeout?

VOLKMAN: Well, as a little boy, I remember the heat spells of the '30s. When the Dust 
Bowl times? And I had thermometers. My uncle, Andrew, was interested in 
weather, and he had thermometers in almost every window in the house, in every 
direction. I could look out the east window and the west, and mostly it was on the 
east and west sides. And he would call out the glass in his Boston accent. In the 
old days, a lot of the instruments were called 'the glass.' You know, like the 
barometer was a glass and the thermometer was a glass? And so -- and they used 
to have names on it, like -- not just freezing, but it would have, like temperate. 68 
was temperate. 98 was called “blood heat.” And they would have that written on 
the thermometer scale. And then, he also had a one of these water barometers that 
would go up and down, and it -- colored water in those things, and I've still got 
one like that. You put the color in it, and if it boils out over the top it's low 
pressure. So he taught me about tapping the barometer, and he'd get up the 
earliest in the morning, because he was a carpenter; you go out on the job. And 
he'd always tap the barometer, and he'd always tell me, later that day, when he 
saw me, he says, "That barometer jumped up." I remember him use that 
expression. But of course it's frequent for a morning pressure rises and the
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diurnal changes. And then, I had noticed, if you're watching it regularly, that's 
very good training, because you learn about the steady and the falls and the rapid 
falls and rises and how it's so much more active in the cold season than it is in the 
warm season, things like that. And then he was -- he also taught me about the 
wind direction. We lived near the ocean, and when there was an east wind, he'd 
say, "It's going to rain." Or -- it could be just a sea breeze, but it was also the east 
wind. And then, also, we were so close to the ocean we could smell the salt 
water, and we also could smell the fish. And my aunt would say, "Smell the 
rain," she'd say, "Oh, smell the rain." Because we had the windows open. In 
those old days, before there was air conditioning, you smelled the air -- no foul 
kitchen odors or something like that. It was the outside air. Pollution and all that 
kind of stuff. And so he taught me not only about, then, the thermometer, the 
barometer, the wind direction, but he taught me about the clouds, too. He would 
refer to the outer cumulous as a “mackerel” sky. And he'd say, "Mackerel sky in 
the south wind means it's going to rain." And then he would look out the west 
window. I could still see him standing there, and he would see the clouds 
developing, like you see cirrus banks building up. And he'd say, "Well, it's going 
to rain tomorrow." And I'd wonder, how in the world can you tell it's going to 
rain tomorrow just by seeing some clouds over there? But -

HENSON: What was his occupation, Harry?

VOLKMAN: He was a carpenter.

HENSON: OK, so -

VOLKMAN: But he worked outside. And he'd see a big bank building up in the west, a 
bank of clouds. And when, the next day, it would rain, I was very impressed 
about that, but, see, what he, like a lot of carpenters, they both work indoors and 
outdoors. And he would plan, like, if he saw this bank of clouds, and he'd say, "It 
was going to rain tomorrow, so I'll do my inside work tomorrow." And then he'd 
tell me about the red sky in the morning and the sailors take warning and the red 
sky at night, sailors’ delight, it's an old adage. And my mind is flooding with all 
these memories, because he also listened to the birds. And blue jays, he'd say, 
"Hear that blue j ay squawking." And when it was squawking, it meant it was 
going to rain. And so he -- and then they, the clouds, the birds, the -- he also built 
windmills, and he watched that thing spin around. I remember watching that 
propeller spin, and when there was a good wind blowing.

HENSON: So would you say he was the big influence at that point in your childhood 
on your interest in weather?

VOLKMAN: Yeah, yeah. It -- I -- it was so pervasive, this kind of talk about the
weather, and then the listening to Writeout on the radio. And we listened early in 
the morning and late at night. The weather was something that was always on, 
and everyone talked about what it was going to be. And they would compare
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s t o r m s  w i t h  p a s t  s t o r m s .  I  w a s  f a s c i n a t e d  b y  t h e s e  s t o r i e s .  L i k e  m y  u n c l e s  w e r e  -  

-  t h e r e  w a s  a n o t h e r  u n c l e ,  h i s  b r o t h e r  - -  t a l k e d  t o  m e  a b o u t  t h e  b i g  s t o r m s  o f  t h e  

1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  T h e r e  w a s  t h e  b i g  b l i z z a r d  o f  1 8 8 8 ,  a n d  1 8 9 8 ,  t h e y  w e r e  b i g  

s t o r m s ,  a n d  t h e y  w o u l d  t a l k  a b o u t ,  l i k e ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  w o r s t  b l i z z a r d  s i n c e  t h e  

b l i z z a r d  o f  '8 8 ,  o r . . .  '9 8  w a s  t h e  y e a r  t h a t  t h e  Portland  s h i p  w e n t  d o w n  i n  H a v a n a  

H a r b o r ,  w h i c h  s o m e  p e o p l e  c l a i m  t h a t ' s  w h a t  l e d  u s  i n t o  t h e  S p a n i s h - A m e r i c a n  

W a r .  A n d  t h a t  w a s  a  b a d  s t o r m ,  t h e n .  W e a t h e r - r e l a t e d ,  o r  w h a t e v e r .

H E N S O N :  H a d  t h e y  e x p e r i e n c e d  t h o s e  s t o r m s ,  1 8 8 8 ?

V O L K M A N :  W e l l ,  y e a h ,  t h e y  s h o v e l e d  s n o w ,  i n  t h e s e  b i g  s t o r m s ,  a n d  t h e y  r e m e m b e r e d  

s h o v e l i n g  t h e  s n o w .  A n d  s o  t h e y  w o u l d  r e l a t e  a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  B u t  i n  t h o s e  d a y s  

i n  t h e  '3 0 s ,  I  r e m e m b e r  b o t h  t h e  e x t r e m e  c o l d  o f  t h e  w i n t e r s  a n d  t h e  e x t r e m e  h e a t  

o f  t h e  s u m m e r .  W e  h a d  a  l o t  o f  e x t r e m e s  t h e n .  A n d  m y  o l d e r  b r o t h e r s  w e r e  

d e l i v e r i n g  n e w s p a p e r s ,  s e l l i n g  m a g a z i n e s ,  t h e y  e v e n  h a d  a  d o u g h n u t  r o u t e ;  t h e y  

s o l d  d o u g h n u t s  a n d  h a d  a  d o u g h n u t  c a r t .  A n d  I  r e m e m b e r  s e e i n g  t h e m  c o m e  i n  

w i t h  t h e i r  e a r s  f r o z e n  i n  t h i s  e x t r e m e l y  c o l d  w e a t h e r ,  J a n u a r y  o f  '3 6 ,  e x t r e m e  c o l d ,  

t h a t ' s  w h e n  t h e r e  w a s  a  h u g e  f l u  e p i d e m i c ,  s o  f o r t h .  A n d  t h e n  t h e  s u m m e r s ,  t h o s e  

t e r r i f i c a l l y  h o t  s u m m e r s ,  I  r e m e m b e r  h o w  s t i f l i n g  i t  w a s .  A n d  I  w a t c h e d  t h a t  

t h e r m o m e t e r  r e g u l a r l y .  O n e  d a y  I  w a s  d o w n  a t  t h e  S o u t h  S h o r e  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  

s o  h a l f w a y  d o w n  t o  C a p e  C o d ;  m y  m o t h e r  u s e d  t o  t a k e  u s  d o w n  t h e r e .  M y  

m o t h e r  w a s  a  w i d o w ;  m y  d a d  h a d  d i e d  w h e n  I  w a s  a  b a b y .  B u t  o n e  d a y ,  t h e  

t e m p e r a t u r e  h a d  b e e n  h i t t i n g  t h e  n i n e t i e s  e v e r y  d a y ,  a n d  t h e n  o n e  d a y  I  h a d  t h i s  

l i t t l e  t h e r m o m e t e r ,  a n d  I  s a w  i t  h i t  9 9 ° .  A n d  i t  n e v e r  d i d  q u i t e  m a k e  1 0 0 ,  b u t  t h e n ,  

t h e  s k i e s  s t a r t  d a r k e n i n g ,  a n d  t h i s  h e c k  o f  a  b i g  t h u n d e r s t o r m  b r o k e  o u t .  A n d  I  

a s s o c i a t e d  t h a t ,  i n  m y  m i n d ,  w i t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  k e e p s  g e t t i n g  h o t t e r  j u s t  b e f o r e  a  

c o l d  f r o n t  c o m e s  i n .  A n d  t h a t ' s  f r e q u e n t l y  t h e  c a s e .  A n d  t h e n  t e r r i f i c  

t h u n d e r s t o r m s  c a n  b r e a k  t h e  h e a t ,  a n d  t h a t  c e r t a i n l y  h a p p e n e d .

H E N S O N :  N o w ,  w e r e  y o u  a w a r e  o f  a  c o l d  f r o n t  a n d  w a r m  f r o n t ,  t h e  f r o n t a l  t h e o r y  

e v e n  a t  t h a t  p o i n t  ( o v e r l a p p i n g  d i a l o g u e ;  i n a u d i b l e )  o n  t h e  r a d i o ?

V O L K M A N :  W e l l ,  n o ,  I  d o n '  t  t h i n k  I  w a s  a w a r e  o f  c o l d  f r o n t s  a n d  w a r m  f r o n t s ,

b e c a u s e  t h e  d a i l y  n e w s p a p e r ,  I  d o n ' t  k n o w  w h e n  I  s t a r t e d  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  d a i l y  

w e a t h e r  m a p  i n  t h e  n e w s p a p e r ,  b u t  I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e y  h a d  f r o n t s  o n  t h e r e  t h e n .  O f  

c o u r s e ,  t h e  f r o n t a l  t h e o r y ,  y o u  k n o w ,  d a t e s  b a c k  t o  W o r l d  W a r  I  t i m e s ,  a n d  t h e  

N o r w e g i a n s ,  b u t  I  d o n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  t h e y  h a d  t h e  f r o n t s  o n  t h e r e .  T h e y  h a d  t h e  

p r e s s u r e  s y s t e m s .  A n d  t h e y  h a d  t h e  H  a n d  t h e  L ,  a n d  t h e y  w o u l d  j u s t  c i r c l e ,  

b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  v e r y  s i m p l e  p a t t e r n  m a p s .  B u t  a n o t h e r  t h i n g  I  r e m e m b e r  a b o u t  

1 9 3 6 ,  a n d  I  w a s  t e n  y e a r s  o l d ,  I  s a w  b a l l  l i g h t e n i n g .  A n d  I 'v e  b e e n  r e a d i n g  a b o u t ,  

i n  t h i s  o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  a n d  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e ,  i t ' s  b e e n  i n  t h e  Bulletin, t h e r e  w a s  a  

r e c e n t  a r t i c l e  t h e r e .  A n d  a  s e v e r e  t h u n d e r s t o r m ,  a n d  I  w a s  l o o k i n g  o u t  t h e  

w i n d o w  - -  w e  w e r e  a l l  i n s i d e  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  a  b a d  s t o r m  o u t s i d e ,  a n d  l i g h t e n i n g  

a n d  t h u n d e r .  A n d  I  s a w ,  i t  l o o k e d  l i k e  a  g i a n t  H a l l o w e e n  p u m p k i n  w i t h  s p a r k s  

f l y i n g  o u t  o f  i t ,  r o l l i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  y a r d  l i k e  a  p u m p k i n  o n  f i r e ,  a n d  i t  j u s t  w a s  

r o l l i n g  r i g h t  t o w a r d s  o u r  w i n d o w ,  a n d  t h e n  p o o f !  I t  j u s t  d i s a p p e a r e d .  A n d  t h a t
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was ball lightning, but I didn't realize it then, but the image of it was so riveted in 
my mind that I'll never forget that. And I was reading, recently, about that seen 
around airplanes in Mexico; there's an article about that recently. And so I'm 
relating a lot of things, I have to tell you one more thing about my early childhood 
interest in storms. And this is before kindergarten. So I may have been only 
about three or four years old. My mother, as I mentioned, she was a widow, and 
we were jammed into a house with twelve people, and I slept in one part of the 
same room that she was in. And I do recall that she was deathly afraid of 
thunderstorms, and she would always say, "It's thundering," to describe a 
thunderstorm. "It's thundering," and didn't say the lightning so much the 
thundering. But she would always describe the lightning as very sharp, and she 
was fearful of the house being struck. And we didn't -- weren't noted for really 
this kind of severe weather in Massachusetts as the Great Plains and stuff like 
that, but one night she was getting up, long before dawn, and she dressed and 
undressed in the dark, and I could just barely make out that she was getting 
dressed, early in the morning, and I said, "Where are you going?" She says,
"Well, I hope I'm not going anywhere, but," she said, "I'm afraid the house is 
going to be struck. And the -- if it catches on fire, I'm going to have to call the 
firemen, and then I want to look nice when the firemen come here." She was such 
a proper Bostonian. She would in no way want to be in her pajamas or bathrobe, 
she wanted to be all dressed up, and like, "Come right in, firemen." It's so funny. 
And I always remember that, and I -- this is another -- and I've talked about this 
business of telling myself, or pledging myself, and stuff like this -- that I would 
have to learn about what caused lightning and thunder so that I could explain it to 
her, and then she might not be afraid of it anymore, because the old adage about 
education dispels ignorance and fear, and so I could not wait until I could read 
books in the library, and I was still too young to do that, and no one could explain 
to me what lightning and thunder was, because nobody was trained in weather in 
my family, or any of the neighbors, I didn't know who to ask. All they could tell 
you was silly answers, like, what is lightning, they'd say, "It's angels playing with 
flashlights." Or what is thunder, they'd say, "It's giants bowling in Heaven." I 
mean, they give you this kind of stupid -- and, you know, you know that's not 
right.

HENSON: There were no scientists in your family, right?

VOLKMAN: There were no scientists. Well -- there were several engineers; uncles that 
were civil engineers like that, as I recall, but they had no training in weather, and 
really there weren't that many colleges or anything. I remember, when I was first 
looking into colleges in around 1940, there were only about four colleges in the 
country -- like, NYU, MIT, Chicago, and Caltech, it seemed there was only about 
four across the country in those days.

HENSON: That had meteorology?
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VOLKMAN: Yeah. So I early set my -- I said, if I ever get into this, I would like to go 
to MIT. But anyway, that's a little ahead of the storm -- story. But now I think 
I've told you about so many of these things; the lightning and my mother and 
uncle and all those weather signs, and the barometer, and I kept records of 
weather, I think that's another -- on my own -- whatever you do to inspire 
yourself, without being told to do it, I kept records in a diary. In the old days, 
kids got diaries for Christmas and stuff like that, and I always included the 
weather. And I find it so interesting to look -- I saved some of these diaries, and, 
like, I'd talk about a 'swell snowstorm,' something like that. I know the adults 
were hating it, but I loved the storms. And we had our share. And in response to 
your question about making a decision, in 1938, the New England hurricane, I'll 
never forget that, because it was that storm that, apparently, made me decide 
definitely to go into meteorology, because I wrote it in my diary. I said, "Today, I 
decided that I'm going to be a weatherman." And that storm came totally 
unheralded, because it hadn't hit the coast before it hit Long Island. And when it 
hit Long Island, then it was a little late to be putting out warnings for New 
England, because the wind was already picking up, but I'll never forget that 
September 21, 1938. Then I was twelve years old, I guess in 7th grade. But the 
vivid memory of that is that in the fall, my buddies and I, we did a lot of touch 
football, playing in the streets. We didn't have many parks around, it was too far 
to walk, I don't know if we were too lazy or whatever, but we played in the 
streets, so this tree will be our goal, this tree... and we were out there, this day, 
and the wind was starting to pick up, and leaves were starting to really come 
down, and I thought, you know, this is a little early for the leaves to be falling, 
and -

HENSON: There was no sense, even then, that there might be a hurricane, right?

VOLKMAN: No, no, there wasn't. And most of us kids, we didn't sit around listening to 
the news broadcasts in the middle of the day, then, it was the after school, I guess. 
And then the twigs were dropping and the small branches in the trees were 
swaying, and then the trees began to come down! And every tree on my street 
blew down. I'll never forget that. And some of them fell on wires, and there were 
a lot of above-ground utilities, and this broke the electric lines, telephone lines. 
And we were without electricity and phones for a whole week. And this storm 
changed the whole coastline of Rhode Island, eight feet of water came into 
downtown Providence. And I remember it was a Southeast wind, because we 
were east of the eye, and it came right up the Connecticut River Valley, and it was 
moving pretty fast, so the translational speed added on to the rotational. I was 
nearly blown out in front of traffic, and could have been run over. My mother 
was calling me, you know, like all the mothers. "Come in the house, quick," you 
know, like the sky is falling. All this stuff. And I thought to myself, I want to go 
around one more time around the block and just sense this wind. And one gust 
picked me up and just picked me up, put me right out in the street, in front of a 
car, which jammed on his brakes, and it was like, wow, I should have obeyed my 
mother, I almost... and that experience was really frightening. We had one
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window broken in our house from stones; a big building next to us had stones on 
the roof, and the stones were blown off and came through our window. But these 
giant poplars, a lot of big poplar trees, they're kind of... they easily break, and the 
maples and poplars and elms, every tree was down. And it just like was a whole 
different scene. Like you see in plenty of disaster scenes, but not as bad as a 
tornado, obviously. And I don't know, at that time they weren't rating them as 
categories, hurricanes in those days. It was just the New England hurricane. But 
I guess I saw how low my barometer went, but I have no recollection of actually 
how low it was.

HENSON: It's not in your weather records?

VOLKMAN: No, I hadn't quite, at that time I wasn't putting down too much, and then 
'39 is when I really start keeping regular records. Another experience about the 
weather; I was on a ship in '45, going to Europe, and I was out on deck in a big 
storm at sea with giant waves, and this shows my foolish love of weather in 
desiring to be out in the maelstrom. The crew knew, from, I guess, the radio 
reports, that there was a big storm heading for our ship and we were going to go 
through it, and they ordered us all below deck, and it was nighttime, and the ship 
was really, you know, pitching like this. And I, like a fool, I climbed up the 
gangplank, and I thought, this is my only chance to see a big storm at sea like this; 
I've got to be out there in that. And it was, I guess -- it wasn't really a rule I could 
have been court-martialed, it was just for our own safety. Because they knew that 
we would probably be washed overboard. But I went out there on deck, and these 
waves... I went right up to the bow of the ship, and the waves coming over that 
bow. One giant one came right over and just really, you know, I was thoroughly 
doused, and I thought, "Oh, boy, that could have washed me overboard." 'Cause 
they told us, "If you wash overboard, or jump, we're not going to stop and save 
you, because we're dodging submarines." Because there were German U-boats 
out there somewhere. And they say, "We can't stop to pick you up and endanger 
the lives of everybody else on the ship, so you're gone." One guy did jump over, 
but we think he just didn't want to go into combat, but anyway, I heard this 
laughter. I thought, "Who's out here seeing me do this?" And it was up at the top 
of the ship were all these fellows manning the guns; they were the Marine gun 
crews. And they were yelling at me, "Hey, (inaudible), what are you doing out 
there?" (laughter) I'll never forget how embarrassed I was, and I went down 
below deck, and I just dried off. But another indication, I've got a picture of 
myself -- I was going through a bunch of old photos the other day. In New 
England, we used to go to the seashore a lot, and I noticed that people wanted to 
be nice and warm and sunny, a great day for the beach and all this kind of stuff. 
Well, there were a lot of days that weren't great days at the beach. When you get 
a good nor'easter and you've got the gray skies and the chilly air and the northeast 
winds, it can be downright chilly and nasty in July. And I would go out to the 
beach on days like that just to see the waves. And watch them, and I loved the 
smell of the salt water and the east winds and everything. And some days I'd look 
out, and there would be absolutely nobody on the beach except me. And so, I
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realize now, that from my earliest times, I just love weather and wanted to be in it, 
and so it was -- it just come to me extremely naturally.

HENSON: Now, tell us about 1940. You were graduating from high school, and by 
this time you knew you wanted to do meteorology.

VOLKMAN: '44.

HENSON: Oh, '44, OK.

VOLKMAN: Yeah, '40 is, well, that was an important year; that was the Blizzard of 
Valen-- St. Valentine's Day Blizzard in 1940.

HENSON: February.

VOLKMAN: (laughter) I was still 13, then, just 13. And we used to love to have cap
pistols, kids used to... we could buy toy guns a lot. Nowadays it's sort of frowned 
at, if you come out with a toy gun they think it's a real one and you [can’t] get 
through airport security or anything. But we played cowboys and Indians and 
cops and robbers and all that kind of stuff, and I guess I heard there was forecast 
for snow. And I waited outside for the snow to start, the lowering skies getting 
grayer, Northeast wind picking up. And the first snowflakes started to come 
down, really fine, the first flakes of a storm. So I took my cap pistol out there, 
and I was shooting at the snowflakes, pretending to be shooting the snowflakes. 
(laughter) I don't know if any neighbors saw me, whatever, this kind of stuff, but 
that storm just built up. It was a classic nor'easter. The next morning, to see how 
everything was buried, nothing was moving. It was 14 inches, I believe 14.6 or 
something like that, I almost remembered it, it was nothing moved. But around 
that time, too, I was aware of the rotary motions of storms, and my mother would 
give me spools, when she'd finished sewing she'd have the empty spool. And I 
would tie a string on that and go out and whirl it, and pretend that I was.... low 
pressure, or something, whatever,

HENS ON: (l aughter)

VOLKMAN: And one day it slipped out of my hand, sailed across the street, went right 
through the neighbor's window. (laughter) I'll never forget that. And so all this 
experiencing. In 193-, my mother, for her Christmas gift, gave me a one-tube 
transmitter, which was just coming out. It was like a toy thing that RCA had built 
for people to be able to talk, through your own radio, by a radio signal. It could 
just be used in your own house. And it was a little microphone there, and I 
pretended that I was on the air, and would talk, and I developed call letters for the 
station, and my brother, two of my brothers were sort of like knew that I was 
interested in that, and they would do things, sing and play instruments on the 
microphone, we had a lot of fun with that. And I was -- the FCC rules were that 
this was only to be used within the confines of one home, because you're not a
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licensed commercial broadcaster, and it's not supposed to go beyond your 
confines. Well, my brother was interested in radio, and he had, a lot of people in 
those days had big antennae on the roof, the old time radio, it's long before the 
television time. So I connected it up, my station, to this antenna on the roof, 
which I wasn't really supposed to do. And I went next door, the old lady that I 
knew there, and asked if I could tune on her radio to see if I could hear it, and sure 
enough, I was playing a record, because I had a record player connected up to it, 
and I heard my station next door, and I thought, well, maybe I'm not supposed to 
be doing this, but it's so much fun. So I got a portable radio, and I put a long- 
playing record -- well, it was like -- we didn't have the LPs then, but -- and I 
walked all around the neighborhood, a couple of blocks away, and I could hear it, 
because it was connected to that roof antenna. And that was strictly against the 
FCC -- if they wanted to, they could've come by and shut that thing down and 
seize it, and say, you know, you're in trouble about this. And what stopped me 
completely, and this is an interesting story, and I told this one time when I was on 
a German-American station that someone asked me, because their name was 
Volkman, they said, "Tell us about your heritage." Anyway, when Japan attacked 
in Pearl Harbor, and then we were at war with Japan and Germany and Italy, they 
were looking, then, all around, for spies, and people that were doing clandestine 
operations. And I was still running my little station there. And my oldest brother, 
who worked in defense industries, or GE or somewhere, he said, "You know, 
they've been coming around to the neighbors and asking questions, if they've seen 
anything suspicious in our household," because we have the name of Volkman, 
and they were suspicious at that time. They didn't intern the Germans as much as 
they did the Japanese, but if you were -- they thought you were a German alien 
you might be pro-Hitler, or something like that. So my brother scared the 
daylights out of me. He said, "I saw an unmarked car parked out in front of the 
house with an antenna on the roof, pointed up to the attic where your station is, 
and you'd better that thing off." It scared the daylights out -- I don't know, he 
probably made that up, but I shut that thing off, and I thought, "My gosh," you 
know, as a kid, I thought, "This is so stupid." That they would suspect me and my 
family. I mean, my ancestors all came over here on the last century, and we're 
loyal Americans. In fact, my mother was teaching people how to become citizens 
and all that kind of stuff. But, nevertheless, the government couldn't be -- they 
couldn't assume that anyone was innocent. You sort of had to be proven innocent, 
that you were guilty if you -- so I would practice doing broadcasting of the 
weather, and make up a forecast sometimes. I didn't have any maps except what 
I'd get out of the newspaper, and that was -- when high school ended in '44, then I 
was drafted almost immediately, as we all were, because almost everyone was 
subject to immediate induction, if you were mentally and physically fit.

HENSON: So there was no deferment if you were planning to go to college?

VOLKMAN: Yeah, well, I, when I was a senior, I went over to MIT and talked to the 
admissions people, and I said, "I'd like to enroll here when I get through high 
school. But I know there's a war on now, and no one knows what's going to
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happen." And they said, "Well, let's see your grades." And I was all As and Bs 
and everything, and I was acing out the physics and the math and all that stuff. 
And they said, "Well, you can just come right over, you wouldn't even have to 
take an entrance exam, you can just -- " Somerville High had such a great 
reputation that if you get grades like that you could enroll at MIT without -
(laughter) And I had talked to some of the ones over there, in those days, were 
Austin, and... well, there were a lot of big names in early-day meteorology that 
were famous at MIT. But when I went in for my service exam, they'd ask you 
what your interests are, so they want to find out as much about you so they know 
kind of where to put you. And I said, "I'd really like to get into weather." But the 
only way to get into weather, then, was you had to have two years of college 
before they put you into this air force training, to train Air Force meteorologists, 
and you had to have two years of college behind you. Well, I was just finishing 
high school, so there's no way I could get into that. So I didn't know where they 
were going to put me, but I wound up on a train going to North Carolina to Fort 
Bragg. And that's the artillery. But we were in communications. And our 
platoon was the radio operator's platoon that was going to be studying codes that 
were based on the winds. Wind speed and wind direction, and so this was my 
first training in getting weather codes. And we learned how to copy the Morse 
Code. Like, for example, the north wind is 360°, that's 36, so you have 
ditditdidDADA, Daditditditditdit, that's three six, and you learned that, as you 
heard that, you then could plot north, and then, I think they were using miles per 
hour then, they hadn't gotten into the kilometers. But at first, I didn't know what 
we were copying, but all the instructor would say, "These are wind codes," he 
said, "you don't need to really understand it, you've just got to learn how to send it 
and receive it, because then you'll hand it to the officers, who will then use it to 
adjust the artillery, because the winds -- " And I had a letter, not too long ago, 
from a man who was, he heard that I was in that, he was in the Philippines in early 
days of World War II, and he said that if they didn't adjust the guns for the winds, 
their shots would be way off. I mean, you might be shooting at something over 
here, and you fire, and if you aim at that, it's not going to get there. It's going to 
go way over here. So you got to aim it over here, so that the wind. And I used to 
think that these shells were so heavy; how could the wind possibly blow them?
But then, when you think, you see a giant jet up in the air, when it's coming in 
cross-wind, if it wants to land on that runway, it's got to come in like that, 
otherwise it's not going to -- so I was -- that's the kind of exposure I had, really, 
only, to weather in the Service. And when I got out of the Service, I went over to 
MIT after I'd been discharged -

HENSON: And when was this?
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VOLKMAN: This was '46, at two years. And they said, "Well, now you've been away 
from school so long, you know, and you've been overseas, and you've not been 
around academics." And I -- there was a three hour comprehensive math exam. I 
could not get but a tiny fraction of it. I forgot all my algebra, my geometry, my 
trigonometry... I was so shocked. And my heart sunk, because I couldn't go to 
MIT. Unless I -- you know, I didn't know. I would have had to go through all 
kinds of refresher, and stuff like that, and it didn't help that the counselor talked to 
me, he said, "Well, you're maladjusted." I said, "I'm not maladjusted." He said, 
"Well, most of you fellas are." Like, you know, you come out of -- especially 
what guys had been in bad combat; I never actually had to fire a gun, because the 
German surrender was just before I got over to Germany. But there -- you have to 
be rehabilitated, I guess, a lot of cases. So I thought, "This is not going to work." 
So I thought, "Well, I'll just go back and start with the basic physics." So I 
enrolled at Tufts University, which was in my town. And then I was able to get in 
there all right. But even then, they said that my, seemingly my ability along the 
science line had been greatly diminished for some reason. And that I was more 
into the English and other stuff, and communications, rather than the science end 
of it, so I had to kind of change my direction a little bit, and concentrate. I knew, 
though, that I was going to have to get the weather somewhere, so after -

END OF SIDE 1
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Interview of Harry Volkman

H E N S O N :  O n  A u g u s t  2 7 ,  2 0 0 4 ,  a n d ,  H a r r y ,  y o u  w e r e  j u s t  t e l l i n g  u s  a b o u t  f i n i s h i n g  

y o u r  t w o  y e a r s  a t  T u f t s .

V O L K M A N :  Y e a h .  I  j u s t  s t o p p e d  m y  c l a s s e s  t h e r e  a n d  w e n t  t o  t h e  l i b r a r y .  I  t e n d  t o  b e  

i m p e t u o u s ,  a n d  j u s t  d o  t h i n g s  l i k e  o n  t h e  s p u r  o f  t h e  m o m e n t .  A n d  I ' v e  g o t  m y s e l f  

i n t o  t r o u b l e ,  a  l o t  o f  t i m e s ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h a t ,  b u t  t h e n  a l s o  I ' v e  m a d e  g r e a t  s e a  

c h a n g e s  i n  m y  c a r e e r  a n d  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h a t .  A n y w a y ,  s o ,  I  w e n t  t o  

t h e  l i b r a r y ,  a n d  I  a s k e d  t o  s e e  a l l  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  t h e y  h a d  o n  c o l l e g e s ,  a n d  s c h o o l s  

a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y .  A n d  I  s a i d ,  " I  w a n t  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  w e a t h e r . "  S o  I  w a s  v e r y  

a n x i o u s .

H E N S O N :  H o w  d i d  y o u  p i c t u r e  b e i n g  i n  t h e  w e a t h e r ,  t h o u g h ,  d i d  y o u  p i c t u r e  - -

V O L K M A N :  W e l l ,  I ,  b e c a u s e  o f  m y  i n t e r e s t  i n  b r o a d c a s t ,  i n  t h a t  1 9 2 9  l i t t l e  s t a t i o n ,  I  

k n e w  I  w a n t e d  t o  b e  o n  t h e  a i r ,  a n d  I  c o u l d  - -  b u t  I  k n e w  I  h a d  t o  h a v e  s o m e  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  i n  m e t e o r o l o g y .  E v e n  t h o u g h  I 'd  r e a d  b o o k s . . .  Y o u  k n o w ,  I 'd  

r e a d  e v e r y  b o o k  i n  m y  l i b r a r y ,  a s  s o o n  a s  I  c o u l d  r e a d ,  a b o u t  t h e  w e a t h e r .  A s  l o n g  

a s  i t  s t a y e d  b e l o w  t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h e  m a t h ,  b e c a u s e  I  d i d n ' t  h a v e  t h e  m a t h ,  y e t .  B u t  

t h e  d e s c r i p t i v e  k i n d  o f  s t u f f ,  a n d  s y n o p t i c ,  I  c o u l d  a c e  a l l  t h a t  s t u f f  t h a t  d i d n ' t  

r e q u i r e  a  k n o w l e d g e ,  s a y ,  o f  c a l c u l u s  o r  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .

H E N S O N :  D o  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  b o o k s  s t a n d  o u t  i n  y o u r  m i n d ?

V O L K M A N :  O h ,  w e l l ,  t h e  v e r y  f i r s t  o n e ,  m y  b r o t h e r  g o t  m e .  I  d i d n ' t  d a r e  - -  I  w a s  s o  

b a s h f u l ,  l i k e  a  l o t  o f  k i d s  a r e .  B u t  m y  o l d e r  b r o t h e r ,  D o n a l d ,  k n e w  t h a t  I  w a s  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  w e a t h e r ,  s o  h e  g o t  m e  a  b o o k  c a l l e d  Fair and Warmer, w h i c h  h a d  

c u m u l o u s  c l o u d s  o n  t h e  c o v e r .  A n d  I  r e m e m b e r  t h e  a u t h o r  w a s  a  m a n  n a m e d  

G a e r ;  G - A - E - R ,  a n d  I  m e n t i o n e d  t h i s  b o o k  o n e  t i m e  a t  a  s c h o o l ,  a n d  I ' v e  d o n e  a  

l o t  o f  s c h o o l  v i s i t s .  A n d  t h i s  t e a c h e r  s a i d ,  " L e t  m e  h a v e  t h a t  n a m e  a g a i n . "  A n d  

s h e  w e n t  o u t  - -  I  g u e s s  y o u  c a n  g o  o n t o  a  c o m p u t e r  t o  l o c a t e  b o o k s ,  a n d  s h e  f o u n d  

t h i s  b o o k  i n  a  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  l i b r a r y  s o m e w h e r e .

H E N S O N :  W o w .

V O L K M A N :  B u t  I  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  i t  t a u g h t  m e  a l l  a b o u t  t h e  c u m u l o u s  a n d  a l l  t h e  c l o u d  

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  a n d  t h a t  w a s  m y  f i r s t  w e a t h e r  b o o k ,  a n d  I  a l w a y s  s o  m u c h  

a p p r e c i a t e d  m y  b r o t h e r  g e t t i n g  m e  t h a t ,  a n d  t h a t  w a s  t h e  v e r y  f i r s t  o n e .  B u t  I  j u s t  

- -  I ' v e  g o t  s o m e  o l d  b o o k s ,  l i k e ,  H u m p h r e y s  w r o t e  a  b o o k ;  W . J .  H u m p h r e y s ,  h e  

w a s  a  w e a t h e r  w r i t e r  a  l o t  b a c k  i n  t h e  '2 0 s  a n d  '3 0 s .  A n d  t h e r e  w e r e  b o o k s  a b o u t  

s t o r m s  a n d  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  i n  t h e  n o n f i c t i o n  p a r t  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y ,  a n d  I  r e a d  

q u i t e  a  f e w  o f  t h e m ,  a n d  s o m e  o f  t h e m  I  r e a d  s e v e r a l  t i m e s ,  u n t i l  I  a l m o s t  

m e m o r i z e d  t h e m .  B e c a u s e  I  k n e w  t h a t  I  w a n t e d  t o  k n o w  t h i s  s t u f f .  A n d  i t ' s
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funny, when you're the only one around, in your family, that's interested in that 
stuff, and you -- they sometimes think you're kind of nuts to be so interested in 
weather. (laughter) "Why do you care?" they would say, "why do you care about 
those things?"

HENSON: They were supportive in general, though, it sounds like.

VOLKMAN: Well, yeah, they didn't -- sometimes, you know, I felt a little bit of
ridicule, of course, I was probably too sensitive about it, like who'd ever want to 
be a weatherman, 'cause they're always wrong all the time, you know? (laughter) 
And I knew that people laughed at weather people and made fun of them, but I've 
told other kids, "If you want to be something, don't let people laugh you out of it 
or intimidate you. You just stay your course." And I quoted the late Senator 
Hubert Humphrey, in Minnesota. They asked him, one time, during his final 
days, what was something that he'd noticed about life. He said, "Well," he said, 
"You'll find out that nobody else is as interested in what you're interested in as 
much as you are." And that's true. So even if you're all alone, if that's what you 
want to do, that's what you want to be, that's what you do. And I don't know why 
nobody else in my family could have an interest in weather. I know they -- my 
oldest son has a lot of interest in weather; sort of something that he can talk to me 
about it, and he's done it all his life. But...

HENSON: So now, getting back to yours________________ , you think of yourself
doing broadcasting; radio, radio at that time.

VOLKMAN: Oh, yeah, I went to this library, and I found this book that explained about 
the curricula in colleges, and then I ran across this school in Tulsa called the 
Spartan School of Aeronautics, and it had been developed, I think, probably, in 
the 30s, in aviation. They taught mechanics, A&E, aircraft and engines. They 
had an excellent course in aeronautical engineering, where they threw calculus at 
these guys and they learned it all in about six months. It was eight hours a day, 
five days a week kind of school. It was a trade school, in a sense, you know. But 
they had a school of meteorology, which was weather forecasting. And I looked 
over the curricula, and thought, "My gosh, these are all the things I want to learn 
without all the other stuff like psychology and English and sociology..." I'd had 
some of that at -- already, in Tufts, but I wanted to get away from all the liberal 
arts requirements and stuff like that, and just get into the meteorology. And there 
was enough math for us to understand basic things like Petterssen's Formula, and 
things like that. But it was heavy on synoptic, because it was training people to 
work for the airlines a lot, you know, map plotting analysis, and we spent long 
times on plotting and analysis. I remember we'd cut the maps in half, and your 
buddy here would take the Western United States, and you'd take the Eastern 
United States, and then when you get through you'd put the maps together, and 
then analyze it, and we'd have races, like, to see who could get the map drawn 
first, analyzed first. And there was a guy who used to sit in front of me who -- he 
was a really whiz at analyzing. And he set the tone for the rest of the class, and
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everyone tried to catch up with him. And so it's good, sometimes, to have a 
leader that will set an example. It's like, if he can do it that fast, then maybe I can 
do it that fast. He later become an analyst on one of the North Atlantic stations 
that have -- I don't know if they still have ships at sea. They maybe don't have 
that anymore. But the paucity of reports from the ocean are still a problem, but he 
went on one of those ships often; Newfoundland or some way out there. Anyhow, 
then we had good instructors. They had been Air Force meteorologists, most of 
them. One, the head of the school, had been the chief meteorologist for TWA 
back in the '30s, way back then, and he knew weather inside and out. But we 
learned about all the charts, you know, we did all -- I can remember learning how 
to do all these cross-sections, and things that people really don't do too much of 
anymore, but... And we didn't have any of the models, then, we didn't have any 
computer models. We had to hand-draw, and there was, I forget some of the 
terms we used, but we just had to learn how to project the weather. And the 
professor would say, "You need to learn how to move the weather. That's how 
you learn to become a forecaster." And he'd say -- I remember I used to hang 
over the teletype. The other guy'll be out on a break, you know, out smoking or 
just playing around, eating, and I would stay in there, and I'd hover over this 
(inaudible). And one day, he said, "The person who watches the teletype, who 
doesn't let the weather get away from him, that's the one that's going to do the best 
job." And he wasn't specifically maybe talking about me, but I remember he'd sit 
over there, he was sitting in his chair, he was too lazy to get up out of the chair a 
lot of the time.

HENSON: What was (overlapping dialogue; inaudible)

VOLKMAN: -- Watch me, just looking at the teletype, but there's something that he said 
about never letting the weather get away from you. Because you just -- you work 
five days a week, you take off for the weekend, sometimes, well, you come back 
in on Monday, you may have lost track of the regime of things that have 
happened. And one of the fellows I work with here, he doesn't work weekends, 
but I do. And he'll call me on the weekend, and I'll tell him sometimes, "Can't 
you get away from the weather?" he says? "No, I can't." And you know that, 
yourself, when you're in the weather, you just want to be with it all the time, and 
be -- get up, look out the window in the middle of the night, you will, if there's 
something. Tune on the radio, or get onto the computer nowadays. So when I 
finished at Spartan, I thought, "Well, you know, I really feel like I know how to 
forecast pretty well," and I had a good record there, I could -

HENSON: How long were you there?

VOLKMAN: It was -- actually, that was just a twelve-month course, but it was five days 
a week, eight hours a day. It was nothing but just that from seven AM in the 
morning to four in the afternoon. And we were from every state in the union. It 
was, like, we're all ex-G.I.s from World War II, most of us, and some of the guys 
went on, and thought, well, we want to get a degree, and they'd go on to like,
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Oklahoma State, because Oklahoma University didn't even have weather in those 
days, or they'd go up to wherever, Wisconsin or MIT, or something like. But I 
got to know a bunch of young people around Tulsa, and they said to me, "Don't 
you-- " I mean, I knew I wanted to go back to college, because I hadn't finished 
Tufts. And they said, "Why don't you -- you're in Tulsa, and we've got a great 
school here, and they have a radio station. It's FM, it's the only FM station in 
town. It's the University FM station; it's not commercial." In those days they 
weren't sure FM was ever going to make it.

HENSON: So this is the University of Tulsa.

VOLKMAN: Yeah. And some rich old man, Skelly, Skelly had donated the money to 
build a station. KWGS, that's WGS, stands for William G. Skelly.

HENSON: Oh.

VOLKMAN: And... 98 or something.... way down the dial. And so I enroll there, and 
the radio speech, there was no television yet, although they were trying to teach 
some television fundamentals, but we didn't have any cameras. We pretended we 
had a camera. Looked through a glass door and pretend that was a camera lens, 
stuff like that. It was make-believe, like you do when you're a kid, you know, 
show and tell or something. But the radio station, I got a job doing some station 
breaks, and I said, "You know, I'd really like to work up a weather show on this 
station." They said, "Well, we don't know how that would work in with a college 
station." And I said, "Well, I'll write a nightly five-minute weather show." And 
so they had -- one of my friends talked the program director into allowing me to 
do that. And so I got a show at 9:45 at night. It was, "It's time to talk about the 
weather, time to turn our eyes skyward and see what's going on. And here, now, 
is the KWGS staff meteorologist Harry Volkman."

HENSON: So that -- was that your intro every night?

VOLKMAN: Yeah. (laughter) I remember he couldn't say meteorologist, he called
"meaty-e-rologist." (laughter) He had a hard time saying the word. And I'd get 
on there and talk about everything happened around the Plains States there. And I 
had a radio that I could pull in the aviation broadcast, the voice broadcast in the 
low-frequency band, around 350 kilohertz you can get like -- and I got Oklahoma 
City, [Bunk] City, [Hardmore], [Gage], [Hobart], Tulsa, [McAllister], all those, 
the standard ones. And they have you the temperature; wind, humidity, and, I 
guess -- well, it was the standard hourly kind of report.

HENSON: In spoken word, or in more --

VOLKMAN: .y e a h , it was a spoken word on that. And then I had the -- but when I got 
into the TV, then I had to get the full synoptic stuff, so that I could draw a map.
It's interesting to note, you know, you could not use official Weather Bureau
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information and make your own forecasts before 1952. This was a hard rule that 
was enforced strongly by Reichelderfer--he was the chief of the Weather Service. 
He was a hard nut to crack; I met him one time, in '76, I met him. But you -- so I 
thought, there's more than one way to skin a cat. I got to get these weather 
reports. And when I went out to the airport, and Tulsa Municipal Airport, which 
was near the Spartan campus, I would go out there and look at their teletypes. 
And we got a new meteorologist; MIC came in town, Bill Chapel. And he didn't 
like the fact that I was copying that stuff, and then going on the air and making 
my own forecast. And he'd call me the “thorn in the flesh,” because I was 
disagreeing, and when I'd be right and they'd be wrong, he didn’t like that. And 
so, like, for example, if they were predicting 48, I might say it's going to be 49, 
and then if it hit 49, heh. There's a lot of envy and jealousy like that; it's 
inevitable when you get competing.

HENSON: Were you the only live weathercaster on (overlapping dialogue; inaudible) 

VOLKMAN: Yeah, because there was only one station.

HENSON: That was it.

VOLKMAN: And I was --

HENSON: But on the AM dial there weren't any live weather...?

VOLKMAN: Not any independent. There was Tulsa Municipal Airport did a broadcast 
from the Weather Bureau office, and I can remember them doing that. But in 
those days a lot of the radio stations went to government. Like W-- In Boston, as 
a kid, I listened to the Yankee Network News Service, and that was forecasts sent 
out to the radio station from the airport, or from the weather bureau, or they did a 
live remote from the Weather Bureau. And they would allow that, but they didn't 
allow those guys to go on TV. They allowed them to do it on radio. But anyway, 
that's why I was forced to get the weather from the short-wave radio, because they 
locked the door of the Weather Bureau office at night, to keep me out. I was told 
-- the guy that was there first, was a guy of the name of Garrison (sp?), he was a 
nice guy, he didn't care, if I wanted to take the weather reports, he felt like, you 
know, let him have 'em. But the next guy was totally different. But Garrison was 
called back into the Korean War and he went to Alaska somewhere. But he 
taught me about using the 850 millibar chart for forecasting snows. "That's my 
snow chart, right there, that 850." I never will forget that. And so this was a 
necessity for me, and so it -- I had to drop out of Tulsa, because I was spending so 
much time -- because I didn't have any money. And -

HENSON: And you were actually -- you (overlapping dialogue; inaudible)

VOLKMAN: I went through four semesters at Tulsa, so I was getting close to getting 
enough points for my degree, but the pressure of getting a weather show together
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every night and spending hours copying data, I just let my studies slip slip slip to 
where I was getting all these incompletes, you know, because I wasn't completing 
the courses. Finally, they said, "You're going to have to leave," you know, 
because... and I thought I eventually would get back, but the thing was, I didn’t 
have any money, and they were paying me so little, once they started paying me, 
$25 a week, they thought that was a big salary and I could barely eat on that, you 
know, and I had a room that was $15 a month, that's all the rent was, so that 
wasn't too bad, but it was in the attic, I had to share the bathroom with everybody 
else in the place. But it was pretty crude living. So I found myself, once again, 
dropping out, but hoping to get back someday, but it was not to be, because the 
career was gradually coming along, and they were gradually -- when I got up to 
$35 a week, I thought I was wealthy.

HENSON: And this was still on radio?

VOLKMAN: No, this was on television, in 1950.

HENSON: OK.

VOLKMAN: Yeah, in 1950. 'Cause I was doing the radio show at the University in '49 
and '50, and I started the TV in the January of '50, but then I -- when I dropped 
out of the University I had to drop the radio show, because I wasn't there 
anymore, so I don't know what, actually, some time in '50. I -- third -- summer 
semester or something like that.

HENSON: Ah. So in the first half of 1950 you were doing TV and radio in school.

VOLKMAN: Yes, that's right. And not making any money doing either of them. 
(laughter) But there were no unions, of course, or anything like that, and no 
lawyers, and contracts, and all the stuff that we have today. And if you were 
nutty enough to want to do it for free, you know, they'd be more than willing to let 
you do it. So people -- I'd be willing to pay them to let me do it. But I wasn't -- I 
felt I was just qualified as an expert. Because I used to regularly beat the Weather 
Bureau at my forecasts. I had this confidence, because I watched I all my life, 
and there's no substitute for experience. If you've been watching the weather -
it's like old farmers, who look at the sky and can tell, they tell you this -- I never 
forget -- I've never told this theory, maybe this could be investigated someday, but 
when I was in Oklahoma City, in '52, I was lured over there by the Oklahoma 
City station from Tulsa, they said, "We have just one weatherman," there's only 
one channel in Oklahoma City, and that was WKYTV Channel 4, and this guy 
had been in the Air Force in World War II, and they called him up again, to go 
back in, and they went into the weather service and then went over to Korea, and 
the sponsor of his show in Oklahoma City said, "The only way I'll keep 
sponsoring this show, is if you get that guy Volkman from Tulsa to come over 
and take his job. Otherwise I won't pay any more." So they came over and said, 
"Well pay you $80 a week if you'll come to Oklahoma City." And I thought,
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well, they're getting ready to increase my pay here, maybe I'll turn it down. So 
three months later, they came back at me again, they raised it up to $100 a week.
I thought, "I just can't turn this down, this is way too much money," you know.

HENSON: That was pretty good for --

VOLKMAN: Yeah, I mean, I'd be making almost $400 a month, and that was
considered -- if you could make about $400 a month, you had really made it. This 
was in the early '50s. And so I took the job in Oklahoma City. But anyway -

HENSON: When did you start, in 19-- early 1952?

VOLKMAN: Yeah, it was March of '52, and that was a very important week. You talk 
about, you know the earthquakes, it talks about them in the Bible, even, and the 
lightning, with Paul and all this stuff? But anyway, the first day I was to go to 
work, it was Monday, it was the last Monday, I think, or the 2nd to last Monday 
in March. It was there in the village, which is the northwest suburb of Oklahoma 
City. And I heard the screen door rattling. And it was open, I thought, what is 
that? I later found, in the newspaper, there had been an earthquake. It was a small 
earthquake in Oklahoma City, and they didn't really have too many earthquakes 
down there. I don't know where the fault line is, but so this was earth-shaking.

HENS ON: (l aughter) 

VOLKMAN: And the next day -

HENSON: Tuesday.

VOLKMAN: Yeah. My boss was Buddy Sugg. And there'd been some bad tornados 
down in Carswell Field, at Fort Worth, at Barksdale and Shreveport, and the Air 
Force, Fallbush (sp?) and Miller (sp?), were alerting these bases. They call them 
tornado alerts, in the early days, they didn't use the word 'watch,' then, they called 
them 'alerts.' Because they'd lost a lot of planes in '48 to the tornadoes, B-36s or 
whatever they had, then. And, well, my boss, who had been a Navy man, in 
World War II, he said, "Volkman," he says, "We've got to get those tornado alerts 
and put them out on the air." I said, "We can't do that, it's -- not really law, but 
the government doesn't authorize civilian broadcasting, or the media, from putting 
out, they say we don't know enough how to do it, and it's a method that the Air 
Force has and we don't know that method." And so, up in Kansas City, Don 
House (sp?) was sent down to Norman (sp?) to copy the message of Fallbush 
(sp?) and Miller (sp?). And they didn't like House hanging over their shoulder, 
then -- it was this kind of competition between the government and the Air Force.

HENSON: So House was sent down there to learn about the methods of the Weather 
Bureau so (overlapping dialogue; inaudible) begin applying --
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VOLKMAN: Yeah. That's right. And he knew that he wasn't sort of welcome there.
And they sort of felt like, "Don't come down here and start stealing our method." 
(laughter) Anyway, they were quite a pair, that Fallbush and Miller. Col 
Fallbush and Major Miller and Wally Conan, whose place I had taken, had 
worked with them, also. Wally was a good friend of Miller, especially. And he 
used to say, "Miller has a sixth sense about these tornadoes." Like, there were 
five rules, but there's like the sixth, and that's a sixth sense, like he almost has an 
ESP, like, "That situation looks right, but I don't think it's going to happen," or he 
might say, "It doesn't look right, but I think it is going to happen."

HENSON: And that was Miller.

VOLKMAN: That was Miller, yeah, he was Major Miller. And then the guy that did a 
lot of the statistical work, was a Captain Starett (sp?). And Starett did a lot of the 
legwork. He went to the Oklahoma City office down there on [Clarison 
Boulevard], and W.E. Maughn (sp?) was the chief of the Weather Bureau in 
Oklahoma City, an old-time guy -

HENSON: How do you spell his name?

VOLKMAN: M-A-U-G-H-A-M, it was sort of like Somerset Maugham but this was
W.E. Maugham. And he had a climatologist there named Oliver something. And 
they were so -- such old-fashioned kind of guys, the big old public building there 
and (inaudible) side of Oklahoma City. But anyway, Starett went in there, was 
sent up by Tinker (sp?), and he wanted to go through all these maps, because they 
want to do all these analogues, you know, find out what conditions prevailed in 
the past when we had tornados, so that, you know, you can say, "Well, if they 
happened in the past and you had a tornado, then if they happen again there could 
be a tornado," I guess that was the big -- kind of the basic theory of developing 
the scheme. And then the Fallbush and Miller saw about the all those -- the dry 
lines, the convergence, divergence, the fronts, and all that kind of stuff that they 
put together. Instability and all that stuff. Whatever. So anyway, this week, this 
week in March, getting back to that, Sugg and I, he talked to me about it, and he 
said, "Well, we're going to get those alerts and put them out on the air." And I 
said, "Well, it's against the rules," and I said, you know, "Maybe we could get 
arrested for doing that." I never will forget asking that. And he said, "Look," he 
says, "I'm giving you the order to do this. If they want to arrest anybody, let them 
arrest me, because I'm giving you the order; you're just obeying my order." It was 
sort of like command; he was the captain and I was his underling. And so what 
we did is, our newsman, Frank McGee (sp?), his real name -- we called him Mac 
Rogers. Everybody had a fake name at Oklahoma City. They didn't want you to 
use your own name, because if you go to another station, you can' t take that name 
with you; you've got to start all over again. So they wanted to change my name to 
McCan (sp?), Harry McCann the weatherman, but that was one of the reasons I 
turned them down the first time, I thought, "I'm Harry Volkman, I'm not Harry 
McCann." They said, "Yeah, but over here we don't let you use your own name
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o n  t h e  a i r . "  A n d  s o  e v e r y  n e w s m a n  w a s  s o m e b o d y  e l s e .  L i k e  - -  w e l l ,  I  g o  

t h r o u g h  a l l  t h a t ,  t h a t  w o u l d  t a k e  t o o  l o n g  t o  t a l k  a b o u t .  B u t  a n y w a y ,  w e  s e n t  t h i s  

F r a n k  M c G e e ,  M a c  R o g e r s  -

H E N S O N :  S o  M a c  R o g e r s  w a s  h i s  r e a l  n a m e ?

V O L K M A N :  H i s  n a m e  w a s  r e a l l y  F r a n k  M c G e e ,  b u t  w e  u s e  M a c  R o g e r s  o n  t h e  a i r .  H e  

w a s  f r o m  [ S h a w n e e ] ,  a n d  h e  w a s  a  v e r y  g o o d  n e w s m a n .

H E N S O N :  H e  w a s  o n  t h e  T o d a y  S h o w ,  l a t e r .

V O L K M A N :  Y e a h ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  H e  s m o k e d  h i m s e l f  t o  d e a t h ,  h e  d i e d  o f  l u n g  c a n c e r .

B u t  h e  w a s  v e r y  i n t e n s e  p e r s o n ,  w a s  a l w a y s  t h e r e ,  s m o k i n g  a w a y .  A n d  w e  s e n t  

h i m  o u t  w i t h ,  l i k e  a  h i d d e n  m i c r o p h o n e ,  o u t  t o  T i n k e r  ( s p ? ) .  H e  w a s  g o i n g  t o  

b o o t l e g  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  c a l l  i n t o  t h e  s t a t i o n  a n d  s a y ,  " T h e y 'v e  j u s t  i s s u e d  a  

w a t c h b o x , "  I  d o n ' t  k n o w  i f  t h e y 'd  c a l l  i t  a  w a t c h b o x  t h e n  o r  n o t ,  t h e y  m a y  h a v e  - 

" a l e r t  f o r  t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t  o f  O k l a h o m a , "  i n c l u d i n g  w h a t  c o u n t i e s  w e r e ,  a n d  t h e n  

t h e  b o s s  s a i d ,  " A l l  r i g h t ,  H a r r y ,  y o u  g o  o n  t h e  a i r ,  a n d  y o u  p u t  t h a t  o u t  o n  t h e  a i r . "  

A n d  w e  d i d n ' t  k n o w  w h a t  w a s  g o i n g  t o  h a p p e n .

H E N S O N :  A n d  w a s  t h i s  o n  t h a t  T u e s d a y ?

V O L K M A N :  Y e a h ,  t h a t  w a s  t h a t  w e e k .  I  t h i n k  i t  w a s  t h a t  - -  e i t h e r  i t  w a s  T u e s d a y  o r  t h e  

n e x t  d a y ,  b u t  i t  w a s  r i g h t  i n  t h e r e .  A n d  s o  I  p u t  i t  o u t ,  a n d  w e  h a d  - -  y o u  

m e n t i o n e d  i t  i n  t h e  b o o k ,  b e c a u s e  I  t a l k e d  t o  y o u  a b o u t  t h i s  b e f o r e .  T h e r e  w a s  a  

t r e m e n d o u s  o u t p o u r i n g ,  a p p r o v a l  f r o m  t h e  p u b l i c ,  a n d  I  g o t  c a r d s  t o  m y s e l f  

s a y i n g ,  " T h a n k  G o d  y o u ' v e  c o m e  h e r e , "  b e c a u s e  t h e y  t h o u g h t  t h a t  I  b r o u g h t  t h e s e  

a l e r t s  f r o m  T u l s a  o r  s o m e t h i n g ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y ' d  n e v e r  h a d  t h e m  b e f o r e ,  a n d  I  w a s  

t h e  n e w  w e a t h e r  g u y ,  s o  t h a t  r e a l l y  h e l p e d  m y  f a m e .  B e c a u s e  a l l  o f  a  s u d d e n ,  

h e r e  w a s  t h i s  a n g e l  c o m e  t o  t o w n ,  I  d o n ' t  k n o w  ( l a u g h t e r )  t h a t ' s  g o i n g  t o  s a v e  

t h e i r  l i f e .  S o  w e  h a d  a n  o v e r w h e l m i n g  r e s p o n s e ,  I  c a n  s t i l l  s e e  t h e  c a r d s  a n d  t h e  

l e t t e r s  t h a t  c a m e  i n  s a y i n g ,  " K e e p  t h e m  u p , "  y o u  k n o w ,  " D o n ' t  s t o p ,  k e e p  d o i n g  

t h a t ,  p u t t i n g  o u t  t h e s e  a l e r t s  o n  t h e  a i r  w h e n e v e r  y o u  g e t  t h e m ? "

H E N S O N :  D o  y o u  k n o w  w h y  W a l l y  C o n a n  d i d  n o t  d o  t h a t ,  s a y ,  t h e  y e a r  b e f o r e ?

V O L K M A N :  W e l l ,  b e c a u s e  h e  k n e w  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e n ' t  s u p p o s e d  t o .  A n d  t h e  b o s s  d i d n ' t  

t e l l  h i m  t o  d o  i t .  S e e ,  W a l l y  k n e w  t h e  p r o t o c o l .  H e  w a s  i n  t h e  S e r v i c e ,  a n d  h e  

h a d  t h e m  o u t  o f  T i n k e r ,  o b v i o u s l y .  H e  h a d  t o  g o  o n  t h e  a i r  i n  t h e  u n i f o r m  i n  t h o s e  

d a y s .  I f  y o u  w e r e  i n  t h e  S e r v i c e ,  y o u  s t i l l  h a d  t o  w e a r  t h e  u n i f o r m  o n  t h e  a i r ,  I  

r e m e m b e r .  W a l l y  a n d  I  b e c a m e  v e r y  g o o d  f r i e n d s ,  y o u  k n o w ,  h e  j u s t  p a s s e d  

a w a y ,  h e r e ,  a  c o u p l e  o f  y e a r s  a g o ,  d o w n  i n  H o u s t o n .  H e  w a s  a  g r e a t  g u y ;  h e  h a d  a  

g r e a t  s e n s e  o f  h u m o r .

H E N S O N :  S o  y o u  w e r e  t h e  n e w  p e r s o n ,  s o  m a y b e  y o u  - -
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V O L K M A N :  Y e a h ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  s o  s o m e  o f  t h a t .  I ' v e  n e v e r  b e e n  a s k e d  t h a t  q u e s t i o n ;

t h a t ' s  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  y o u  a s k  m e  t h a t ,  B o b ,  b e c a u s e  h e  c o u l d  h a v e  p u t  i t  o u t ,  

b u t  i t  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  - -  i t  c e r t a i n l y  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  f r o w n e d  u p o n .  T h e  u p s t a r t  

o f  t h i s  w h o l e  t h i n g  w a s  t h a t  R e i c h e l d e r f e r  h i m s e l f  c a m e  d o w n  t o  O k l a h o m a  C i t y  

f r o m  W a s h i n g t o n .  A n d  m e t  - -  a n d  t h e  r e p o r t e r s ,  a n d  I  d o n ' t  k n o w  w h y  I  w a s n ' t  

a l l o w e d  i n  o n  t h e  m e e t i n g ,  b u t  I  r e m e m b e r  s e e i n g  t h e m  a l l  i n  t h e r e  i n  t h i s  g l a s s ,  

c l o s e d  r o o m  o f f  t h e  l o b b y  o f  t h e  s t a t i o n .  A n d  t h e  r e p o r t e r s  f r o m  t h e  Daily 
Oklahoman a n d  o t h e r  p a p e r s  t h e r e ,  r a d i o  s t a t e m e n t s .  A n d  t h e y  h a m m e r e d  o u t  a n  

a g r e e m e n t  s a y i n g  t h a t ,  " I f  y o u  g u y s - - "  i n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  " W e  c a n ' t  s t o p  y o u  f r o m  

p u t t i n g  t h e s e  o u t ,  b u t  y o u ' r e  g o i n g  t o  h a v e  t o  t a k e  l i a b i l i t y ,  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  f o r  

a n y t h i n g  t h a t  h a p p e n s ,  b e c a u s e  w e ' r e  n o t  g o i n g  t o  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  t h a t  p a n i c s  o r  

s t a m p e d e s  o r  c r a s h e s  b e c a u s e  t h e y ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a w a y  f r o m  a  f u n n e l  c l o u d  o r  

s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t , "  a n d  s o  t h e y  s a i d  t h a t ,  " I f  y o u ' r e  w i l l i n g  t o  t a k e  t h i s  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o n ,  t h e n  w e  c a n ' t  r e a l l y  s t o p  y o u  f r o m  d o i n g  t h a t ,  s o  y o u  c a n  d o  i t . "  

A n d  R e i c h e l d e r f e r  a c t u a l l y  t o l d  m e ,  h e  s a i d ,  " Y o u ' l l  b e  t h e  f i r s t  o n e  t o  p u t  t h i s  o u t  

o n  t h e  a i r . "  A n d  a  l o t  o f  p e o p l e  h a v e  a s k e d  m e ,  " W h e r e  i s  t h i s  d o c u m e n t e d ?  T h a t  

y o u  f i r s t  d i d  t h i s ? "  W e l l ,  a l l  I  k n o w  i s ,  t h a t  I  w a s  t h e r e  t h a t  w e e k  w h e n  t h e y  s a i d  

w e  c o u l d  d o  i t  a n d  R e i c h e l d e r f e r  s a i d ,  " Y o u ' l l  b e  t h e  f i r s t  o n e . "  I  o n l y  h a d  h i s  

w o r d  o n  t h a t .

H E N S O N :  A n d  w h e n  w a s  t h a t  m e e t i n g ;  w a s  t h a t  t h e  s a m e  - -

V O L K M A N :  W e l l ,  t h a t  w a s  t h a t  s a m e  w e e k ;  I  t h i n k  i t  w a s  - -  i t  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  w e e k ,  b u t  i t  w a s  d u r i n g  t h a t  s a m e  l a s t  p a r t  o f  M a r c h .  S o m e t i m e  

b e t w e e n  t h e  2 1 s t  a n d  t h e  2 8 t h .  A n d  I  w e n t  t o  t h e  O k l a h o m a  C i t y  L i b r a r y  a n d  

t r i e d  t o  d o  s o m e  r e s e a r c h  t o  f i n d  o u t  a b o u t  i t ,  a n d  I  k n o w  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  t h e  h e a d  o f  

t h e  F l i g h t  W i n g  a t  T i n k e r  t h e r e . . .  F a l l b u s h  a n d  M i l l e r  w e n t  t h e r e ,  b u t  t h e y ' r e  - -  t h e  

b o s s e s  o f  t h a t  A i r  W i n g ,  o f  t h e  A i r  a n d  W e a t h e r  W i n g  d o w n  t h e r e  a t  T i n k e r ,  w e r e  

i n v o l v e d  i n  t h a t  m e e t i n g ,  t o o .  A n d  s o ,  f r o m  t h e r e  o n ,  i t  j u s t  p r o l i f e r a t e d ,  a n d  w e  

h a v e  b e e n  d o i n g  i t  e v e r  s i n c e ,  f r o m  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e .  T h a t ' s ,  w h e n  y o u  t h i n k  

a b o u t  i t ,  t h a t ' s  a  l o n g ,  l o n g  t i m e  a g o ,  1 9 5 2 .  W e  w e r e  s t i l l  i n  t h e  K o r e a n  W a r  i n  

t h o s e  d a y s .

H E N S O N :  A n d  b e f o r e  t h a t ,  r a d i o  a n d  T V  j u s t  d i d  n o t  m e n t i o n  t o r n a d o s  a t  a l l .

V O L K M A N :  N o .  T h e r e  w a s  a  f e a r  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  c a u s e  p a n i c .  L i k e  t h e y  s a i d ,  " Y o u  

d o n ' t  c r y  f i r e  i n  a  c r o w d e d  t h e a t r e ,  o r  i n  a  c i r c u s ,  y o u  k n o w ,  w h e r e  p e o p l e  

s t a m p e d e ,  a n d  a l l  t h a t  k i n d  o f  s t u f f ,  a n d  k i l l  e a c h  o t h e r  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a w a y . "  A n d  

a l s o ,  t h e y 'd  s a y ,  " Y o u  d o n ' t  k n o w  e n o u g h  a b o u t  h o w  t o  f o r e c a s t  t h e m  a n y w a y s ,  s o  

i t ' d  b e  l i k e  c r y i n g  w o l f ,  a n d  s o  u n t i l  y o u  c o m e  u p  w i t h  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  w o u l d  

i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  r e a l l y  a  l i k e l i h o o d ,  s t r o n g  l i k e l i h o o d ,  t h a t  s e v e r e  w e a t h e r ,  

t o r n a d o  w e a t h e r  c a n  o c c u r ,  j u s t  l e a v e  i t  a l o n e .  I  m e a n ,  y o u  c a n  m e n t i o n  - - "  Y o u  

k n o w ,  t h e y  h a d  t o  a l w a y s  w r i t e  o u t  t h e  w o r d  ' t o r n a d o , '  y o u  c o u l d  n e v e r  a b b r e v i a t e  

i t ?  O n  t h e  t e l e t y p e s ,  ' t o r n a d o '  a l w a y s  h a d  t o  b e  t y p e d  o u t ,  t h e  w h o l e  w o r d .  L i k e ,  

e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  h a s  a n  a b b r e v i a t i o n .  A n d  s o ,  t h a t ' s  h o w  a l l  t h a t  d e v e l o p e d .  A n d  I  

w a s  i n  o n  t h a t ,  s o  t o  s p e a k .  A n d  '5 2  w a s  - -  t h a t  w a s  q u i t e  a  b a n n e r  y e a r .  I n  '5 4 ,  I
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w e n t  o n  t h e  f i r s t  c o l o r  c a m e r a .  A n d  I  d i d  a  w e a t h e r  s h o w ,  i n  c o l o r .  N o w ,  t h i s  

s a m e  b o s s ,  h i s  n a m e  w a s  B u d d y  S u g g .  P . A .  B u d d y  S u g g .  S - U - G - G .  T h e r e  w a s  a  

S u g g  i n  t h e  H u r r i c a n e  B u r e a u ,  I  r e m e m b e r ,  i n  M i a m i ,  y e a r s  a g o ,  b u t  I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  

h e  w a s  a n y  r e l a t i o n .  B u t  S u g g  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e s e  ' d a m n  t h e  t o r p e d o e s ,  f u l l  s p e e d  

a h e a d '  k i n d  o f  g u y s ,  y o u  k n o w ,  ' l e t ' s  d o  i t  i f  w e  c a n , '  y o u  k n o w ,  'g o  a f t e r  ' e m . '

A n d  s o  h e  w a s  a l w a y s  - -  h e  w a s  a  g r e a t  g u y .  H e  l i k e d  m e  a n d  I  l i k e d  h i m ,  u n t i l  

'5 5 ,  o n e  d a y ,  w h e n  I  f l e w  t h e  c o o p ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  a n o t h e r  s t o r y .  A n y w a y ,  i n  ' 5 4 ,  h e  

h e a r d  t h a t ,  y o u  k n o w ,  c o l o r  w a s  b e i n g  ( i n a u d i b l e ) ,  a n d  R C A  w a s  f i n a l l y  g o i n g  t o  

g e t  i n t o  m a k i n g  a  c o l o r  c a m e r a ,  t h e  R C A  C o m p a t i b l e  C o l o r .  A n d  h e  k n e w  a  l o t  

o f  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  w o r k e d  f o r  - -  i n  f a c t ,  R C A  o w n e d  N B C .  A n d  h e  s a i d ,  " W h e n  

t h a t  f i r s t  c a m e r a  c o m e s  o f f  t h e  l i n e , "  I  t h i n k  t h e y ' d  b u i l d  t h e m  d o w n  i n  

B l o o m i n g t o n ,  I n d i a n a ,  I  t h i n k  t h e r e  w a s  a  T V  t u b e  f a c t o r y .  H e  s a i d ,  " I  w a n t  t h a t  

f i r s t  c a m e r a  f o r  m y  s t a t i o n . "

H E N S O N :  O h ,  y o u  m e a n  t h e  v e r y  f i r s t  o n e ?

V O L K M A N :  " T h e  v e r y  f i r s t  c a m e r a  t h a t  c o m e s  o f f  t h a t  a s s e m b l y  l i n e ,  I  w a n t  t h a t  f o r  

W K Y  i n  O k l a h o m a  C i t y . "  A n d  s o  w e  p r o m o t e d  t h a t ,  t h a t  w e  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  g e t  

t h e  f i r s t  c a m e r a .  A n d  t h i s ,  I  t h i n k ,  w a s  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  '5 4 ,  I 'm  p r e t t y  s u r e  o f  i t .

T h i s  y e a r  I  w a s  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  t h e  t i m e  o f  i t ,  b e c a u s e  t h i s  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  

5 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y .  A n d  w h a t  w e  d i d ,  i s  w e  p u t  o u t  l i k e  a  p r o g r a m ,  w e  - -  p u b l i c i t y  

t h a t  w e  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  g i v e  a w a y  a  c o l o r  t e l e v i s i o n  s e t  t o  t h e  w i n n e r  o f  a  c o n t e s t .

I t  w a s  a  'W h o  d o  y o u  w a n t  t o  s e e  o n  T V  f i r s t  - -  f i r s t  i n  c o l o r ? "  W e l l ,  I  w o n  t h e  

c o n t e s t .  A n d  I ' v e  g o t  s o m e  o f  t h o s e  l e t t e r s ,  s t i l l .  S o  I  w o n ,  t h e y  s a i d ,  " W e  w a n t  t o  

s e e , "  t h e y  c a l l e d  m e  " H a r r '  V o 'k m a n ,  w e  w a n n a  s e e  H a r r '  V o ' k m a n  o n  t h e  T V . "  

T h a t  f i r s t  - -  a n d  s o  t h e y  s a i d ,  " W h y  d o n ' t  y o u  d o  j u s t  k i n d  o f  a  s p e c i a l  w e a t h e r  

t h i n g .  N o t  - -  w e  d o n ' t  w a n t  i t  t o  b e  p a r t  o f  t h e  n e w s c a s t . "  S o  I  h a d  a l w a y s  b e e n  

r e l a t i v e l y  s e r i o u s ,  e x c e p t  f o r  s o m e  o f  m y  c o r n y  h u m o r  a n d  s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t ,  a n d  s o ,  I  

d o n ' t  k n o w  w h o  I  g o t  t o g e t h e r  w i t h ,  a n d  I  - -  w e  t h o u g h t ,  l e t ' s  d o  a l l  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  

o f  w e a t h e r .  A n d  t h e y  k n e w  I  l i k e d  t o  s i n g ;  I  s a n g  i n  t h e  c h u r c h  c h o i r  a n d  a l l  t h a t  

s t u f f .  S i n g . . .  A i n ' t  N o  S k y  a s  - -  " D o n ' t  k n o w  w h y  t h e r e ' s  n o  s u n  u p  i n  t h e  s k y ,  

S t o r m y  W e a t h e r , "  a n d  y o u  c o m e  o u t  w i t h  a n  u m b r e l l a ,  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  A n d  

t h e n ,  " L e t  i t  s n o w ,  l e t  i t  s n o w , "  a n d  w e ' l l  h a v e  y o u  o u t  t h e r e  w i t h  a n  o v e r c o a t  a n d  

a  s n o w  s h o v e l ,  a n d  " A p r i l  s h o w e r s  c o m e  y o u r  w a y , "  w e ' l l  h a v e  y o u  w i t h  a  

r a i n c o a t ,  a n d  s o  I  d i d  a  f a s t  c h a n g e  k i n d  o f  t h i n g ,  a n d  a  b u n c h  o f  s k i t s  a b o u t  t h e  

w e a t h e r  o n  t h a t  c o l o r e d  c a m e r a ,  a n d  I  w i s h e d  - -  w e  d i d n ' t  h a v e  v i d e o t a p e  t h e n ,  

a n d  i t  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  g r e a t  t o  h a v e  a  k i n e s c o p e  o f  i t  o r  s o m e t h i n g .  T o o  b a d  t h a t  

w a s n ' t  d o n e .

H E N S O N :  T h i s  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  c o l o r  b r o a d c a s t .

V O L K M A N :  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  W e l l ,  a s  f a r  a s  w e  k n o w ,  a t  l e a s t  o n  t h e  R C A  c a m e r a .  I  d o n ' t  

k n o w  i f  s o m e b o d y  e l s e  h a d  a  c a m e r a  f r o m  s o m e  o t h e r  c o m p a n y ,  b u t  I  t h i n k  t h a t  

m a y  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  f i r s t  o n e .
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V O L K M A N :  N o ,  I  d o n ' t ,  b u t  I ' v e  b e e n  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  i t .  I  w e n t  o n  t h e  o n l i n e  t o  t r y  t o  g e t  

t h e  O k l a h o m a  C i t y  - -  Daily Oklahoman t o  g i v e  m e  s o m e  a r c h i v e s  t o  g e t  i n  t h e r e ,  

a n d  I  c h e c k e d  - -  b e c a u s e  I  t h o u g h t  i t  w a s  J u l y ,  a n d  I  w e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e  J u l y

____________________ , a n d  I  h a d  a  g u y  d o w n  t h e r e  e v e n  l o o k  f o r  m e ,  a n d  h e  s a y s ,  " I

c o u l d n ' t  f i n d  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  i t  i n  J u l y , "  s o  i t  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  b a c k  i n  t h e  s p r i n g .  

B u t ,  a n y w a y ,  t h e  u p s t a r t  o f  t h a t  w a s ,  p u b l i c  r e s p o n s e  i s  a l w a y s  i n t e r e s t i n g .  Y o u  

n e v e r  k n o w  h o w  t h e  p e o p l e  a r e  g o i n g  t o  r e s p o n d .  L i k e  t h e y  d i d  w i t h  t h a t  t o r n a d o  

t h i n g  i n  '5 2 .  B u t  - -  y o u  r e m e m b e r  t h e  s t o r y  a b o u t  O r s o n  W e l l e s  a n d  t h e  “ W a r  o f  

t h e  W o r l d s ? ”  A n d  h o w  p e o p l e  t h o u g h t  w e  w e r e  r e a l l y  b e i n g  i n v a d e d  b y  m e n  

f r o m  M a r s ?  ( l a u g h t e r )  W e l l ,  p e o p l e  t h o u g h t  - -  b e c a u s e  I ' d  a l w a y s  d o n e  t h e  

w e a t h e r  s t r a i g h t ,  t h a t  a l l  t h i s  s t u f f  I  w a s  s i n g i n g  a b o u t  w a s  g o i n g  t o  h a p p e n .  O n  a  

w a r m  d a y  i n  s p r i n g ,  t h a t  i t  w a s  g o i n g  t o  s n o w .  ( l a u g h t e r )  A n d  t h e y ' d  s a y ,  " H a r r y  

V o l k m a n  w o u l d n ' t  j o k e  a r o u n d  a b o u t  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t ,  y o u  k n o w , "  s o  t h e y  - -  s o m e  

p e o p l e ,  y o u  k n o w ,  t h e y  j u s t  d o n ' t  k n o w  h o w  t o  t a k e  i t ,  s o  e v e n  t h o u g h  I  c o u l d  p u t  

o u t  d i s c l a i m e r s  a n d  s a y ,  " T h i s  i s  n o t , "  y o u  k n o w ,  " w h a t  w e  r e a l l y  e x p e c t . "  A n d  

s o  t h a t  w a s  t h e  u p s t a r t  o f  t h a t  k i n d  o f  t h i n g .

H E N S O N :  W a s  i t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  o f  d a y  a s  t h e  r e g u l a r  n e w s c a s t  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n ,  o r  

w a s  i t  - -

V O L K M A N :  N o ,  I  t h i n k  i t  w a s . . .  f o r  s o m e  r e a s o n ,  i t  s e e m s  t o  m e  l i k e  i t  w a s  e a r l y

a f t e r n o o n .  B u t ,  g e e ,  I  w i s h  I  c o u l d  f i n d  o u t  a b o u t  t h a t .  S o  s o m e t i m e s  t h e  p a p e r ,  

t h o u g h ,  w o n ' t  e v e n  c o v e r  s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  T h e y  d i d ,  a  l o t  o f  t i m e s ,  h a v e  c o l u m n i s t s  

t h a t  w o u l d  t a l k  a b o u t  s o m e  o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s .  S o  t h a t  w a s  l i k e  a  f i r s t ,  a s  f a r  a s  I  

k n o w .  A n d  t h e n ,  t w o  y e a r s  l a t e r .  W e l l ,  i n  '5 5 ,  t h e  - -  '5 3 ,  l e t  m e  s a y ,  '5 3  t h e  f r e e z e  

w e n t  o f f .

H E N S O N :  T h e  F C C  f r e e z e .

V O L K M A N :  Y e a h .  A n d  m a n y  c i t i e s  o n l y  h a d  o n e  s t a t i o n .  D e n v e r  h a d  - -  h a d  n o t  

a p p l i e d  - -  s o  D e n v e r  w a s  t h e  o n l y  m a j o r  c i t y  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  t h a t  h a d  n o  T V  

s t a t i o n .  S o  t h e y  w e r e ,  y o u  k n o w ,  s o  a n x i o u s  f o r  t h a t  f r e e z e  t o  g o  o f f ,  b e c a u s e  

t h e y  h a d  t o  r e - a l l o c a t e  a  l o t  o f  t h e  f r e q u e n c i e s .  A t  f i r s t ,  w e  o n l y  h a d  C h a n n e l  2 - 6 ,  

t h a t ' s  a l l  i t  w a s .  T h a t  w a s  c a l l e d  l o w - b a n d .  T h e n ,  f i n a l l y ,  t h e y  g o t  h i g h - b a n d ,  

w h i c h  w a s  7 - 1 3 .  A h ,  e x c u s e  m e .  B u t  a n y w a y ,  s o  t h a t ' s  h o w  C h a n n e l  9  c o u l d  g e t  

o n  t h e  a i r .  W e l l ,  i m m e d i a t e l y ,  C h a n n e l  9 ,  t h e y  t r i e d  t o  g e t  p e o p l e  - -  s t e a l  p e o p l e  

f r o m  t h e  o t h e r  c h a n n e l s ,  ' c a u s e  - -  t h e y  t r i e d  - -  t h e y  c a m e  a f t e r  m e  s e v e r a l  t i m e s ,  

a n d  s a i d ,  " H a r r y  V o l k m a n ,  w e  w a n t  y o u  o v e r  h e r e  o n  C h a n n e l  9 , "  I  s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  

I 'm  w o r k i n g  f o r  C h a n n e l  4 ,  n o w . "

H E N S O N :  A n d  t h e y  w e r e  K W T V .

V O L K M A N :  Y e a h .  T h e  “ W o r l d ' s  T a l l e s t  V i d e o ; ”  t h a t ' s  w h a t  W T V  s t a n d s  f o r .

HENSON: Do you remember the exact day?

26



HENSON: The world’s tallest --

V O L K M A N :  Y e a h ,  t h a t  w a s  t h a t  s p i k e  t h a t ' s  d o w n  t h e r e .  J o h n n y  C a r s o n  w e n t  u p  i n  a n  

e l e v a t o r  i n  t h a t  - -  a l l  t h e  w a y  t o  t h e  t o p  t h e  d a y  t h e y  d e d i c a t e d  t h a t  t o w e r .

H E N S O N :  A n d  t h a t  w a s  t h e  w o r l d ' s  t a l l e s t  s t r u c t u r e  a t  t h e  t i m e ?

V O L K M A N :  Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  B u t  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s  w o u l d n ' t  l e t  a n y b o d y  g o  u p  

a f t e r  t h a t ,  t h e y  w o u l d n ' t  e v e n  l e t  m a i n t e n a n c e  g o  u p  t h e r e  t o  d o  l i g h t  c h a n g e s .  B u t  

t h a t  t o w e r  w a s  s o  g r e a t  f o r  h a v i n g  t h e  l o w - l e v e l  j e t ,  a t  n i g h t ,  I  c o u l d  h e a r  t h a t .  

W h e n  I  c o m e  o f f  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  I  c o u l d  h e a r  t h e  t o p  o f  t h a t  t o w e r ,  r o a r i n g .  A n d  w e  

d i d n ' t  k n o w  m u c h  a b o u t  t h e  l o w - l e v e l  j e t ,  i n  t h o s e  d a y s ,  b u t  i n  t h a t  p l a i n  s t a t e .  I ' d  

h e a r  t h a t  w h e n  I ' d  c o m e  o u t  o f  t h e  s t a t i o n .  A n d  t h e n ,  t h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g ,  I ' d  h e a r  

a b o u t  a l l  t h e s e  s t o r m s  t h a t  d e v e l o p  u p  i n  N e b r a s k a  a n d  p l a c e s  l i k e  t h a t ,  w h e r e ,  

y o u  k n o w ,  f e d  t h a t  w h o l e  t h i n g .  I t  w a s  f a s c i n a t i n g .  A n y w a y  - -  i t  m i g h t  b e  n e a r l y  

c a l m  o n  t h e  g r o u n d ,  b u t  u p  a b o v e  y o u ' d  h e a r  t h a t .  A n y w a y ,  i n  '5 5 ,  I  f i n a l l y  

d e c i d e d ,  s i n c e  t h e y  o f f e r e d  m e  m o r e  m o n e y  a t  C h a n n e l  9 ,  t h a t  I  w o u l d  g o  o v e r  

t h e r e .  W e l l ,  y o u  k n o w ,  M r .  S u g g ,  y o u  k n o w ,  h e  d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h a t ,  n a t u r a l l y .  H e  

s a y s ,  " T h e  o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t  I  c a n  s a y  i s  t h a t  y o u  m u s t  b e  i m m o r a l . "  T h e  r e a s o n  h e  

s a i d  t h a t  i s  b e c a u s e  I  w a s  d e n y i n g  t h a t  I  w a s  g o i n g .  A n d  I  l e a r n e d  a  l e s s o n ,  i t ' s  a  

t o u g h  l e s s o n .  W h e n  y o u  m a k e  a n  a g r e e m e n t  - -  i f  s o m e o n e  c o m e s  a f t e r  y o u ,  t o  

g i v e  y o u  a n  o f f e r ,  " W h y  d o n ' t  y o u  c o m e  t o  w o r k  f o r  u s , "  i f  y o u  t e l l  s o m e o n e ,  " I  

w o n ' t  s a y  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s , "  t h a t  m e a n s  y o u ' r e  g o i n g  t o  h a v e  t o  l i e .  A n d  a s  m y  

o l d  b o s s  u s e d  t o  s a y ,  " I  n e v e r  l i e  b e c a u s e  t h e n  I  d o n ' t  h a v e  t o  r e m e m b e r  w h a t  I  

s a i d . "  I  c a n  r e c a l l ,  t h a t ' s  w h a t  m y  b o s s  a t  C h a n n e l  9  s a i d .  A n y w a y ,  s o  t h e  c a t  g o t  

o u t  o f  t h e  b a g .  C h a n n e l  9 ,  w h e n  t h e y  h e a r d  t h a t  I  h a d  a c c e p t e d  t h e  o f f e r ,  t h a t  I  

w o u l d  c o m e  o v e r  t h e r e ,  a n d  t h e y  s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  d o n ' t  s a y  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  i t ,  n o w ,  

t h a t  y o u ' r e  c o m i n g  o v e r  h e r e ,  w a i t  p r o p e r  t i m e . "  W e l l ,  t h e y  h i r e d  a  c a r p e n t e r  t o  

b u i l d  a  w e a t h e r  m a p .  A n d  s o  h e ' s  b u i l d i n g  t h i s  n e w  w e a t h e r  m a p  o v e r  a t  C h a n n e l  

9 ,  a n d  s o m e o n e  s a y s ,  " W h a t  a r e  y o u  b u i l d i n g  t h i s  w e a t h e r  m a p  f o r ? "  H e  s a y s ,  

" H a r r y  V o l k m a n ' s  c o m i n g  o v e r  h e r e . "  S o  h e  l e t  t h e  c a t  o u t  o f  t h e  b a g .  A n d  t h a t  

w o r d  g o t  a r o u n d ;  y o u  k n o w  h o w  r u m o r s  g o .  S o  t h e  b o s s ' s  a s s i s t a n t  c a m e  d o w n  

a n d  s a i d ,  " W e ' v e  g o t  a  r u m o r  t h a t  y o u ' r e  g o i n g  o v e r  t o  C h a n n e l  9 , "  I  s a i d ,  " O h ,  n o ,  

t h a t ' s  n o t  t r u e . "  S o  I  h a d  t o  s t a r t  l y i n g  a b o u t  i t .  A n d  I  h a t e  t o  d o  t h a t .  S o m e t i m e s ,  

t h o u g h ,  y o u  g e t  i n t o  t h i n g s  - -  l a w y e r s  w i l l  t e l l  y o u  t o  l i e ,  y o u  k n o w ,  w h e n  y o u ' r e  

m a k i n g  a n  a g r e e m e n t .  D o n ' t ,  y o u  k n o w ,  " Y o u  d e n y  t h i s . "  B e c a u s e  t h e r e ' s  a l w a y s  

d e n y i n g ,  w h e n  y o u  g e t  i n  c o u r t s ,  a n d  a l l  t h a t  k i n d  o f  s t u f f ,  t o  m a k e  c a s e s .  I t ' s  

s u c h  a  c o m p l i c a t e d ,  m e s s y  t h i n g  t o  g e t  i n v o l v e d  w i t h .  A n d  s o ,  w h e n  t h e y  f i n a l l y  

f o u n d  o u t  f o r  s u r e  I  w a s  g o i n g ,  t h e y  s a i d ,  " T h a t ' s  i t ,  y o u ' v e  d o n e  y o u r  l a s t  s h o w . "  

T h a t ' s  t h e  w a y  t h e y  d o  i t .  A n d  t h a t ' s  h a p p e n e d  t o  m e  s e v e r a l  t i m e s .  Y o u  w a l k  i n ,  

y o u ' r e  r e a d y  t o  g o  o n  t h e  a i r .  T h e y  w o n ' t  e v e n  l e t  y o u  i n  t o  c l e a n  o u t  y o u r  d e s k .  

T h a t  c o u l d  s t i l l  h a p p e n ,  y o u  k n o w ,  v e r y  e a s i l y .

HENSON: So that has happened to you before.
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V O L K M A N :  O h ,  y e a h .  I t ' s  h a p p e n e d  h e r e  i n  C h i c a g o .  A n d ,  y o u  k n o w ,  n o t  j u s t  m e ,  a  

l o t  o f  p e o p l e .  A n d  t h e y ' l l  j u s t  c u t  y o u  o f f  l i k e  t h a t .  B e c a u s e  t h e  w a y  m a n a g e m e n t  

l o o k s  a t  a  l o t  o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  i s  t h a t  e v e r y  d a y  t h a t  y o u ' r e  s t i l l  t h e r e ,  b e f o r e  y o u  g o  

t o  a n o t h e r  p l a c e ,  w e ' r e  p r o m o t i n g  y o u  f o r  y o u r  n e x t  e m p l o y e r ,  s o  w e ' r e  n o t  g o i n g  

t o  d o  t h a t .  W e l l ,  s o  i n  '5 5  I  w e n t  o v e r  t h e r e  a n d  s t a r t e d  w o r k i n g  f o r  E d g a r  B e l l  

( s p ? ) .  A n d  - 

H E N S O N :  N o w ,  w e r e  y o u  t h e  w e a t h e r c a s t e r  a t  K W T V  w h e n  y o u  s t a r t e d ?

V O L K M A N :  Y e a h ,  o h ,  y e a h ,  I  w e n t  o v e r  t o  b e  t h e i r  f i r s t  w e a t h e r c a s t e r .  A n d  t h e  n e x t  

y e a r ,  a  v e r y  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h i n g  h a p p e n e d .  M r .  B e l l  - -  a n d  h e  h a d  w o r k e d  f o r  t h e  

c o m p a n y  t h a t  o w n e d  C h a n n e l  4 ,  t h e  Daily Oklahoman, G a y l o r d  ( s p ? )  a n d  t h a t  b i g  

c o m p a n y ,  G a y l o r d ,  y o u  k n o w ,  i s  b i g  i n  N a s h v i l l e ,  h o t e l s . . .  B u t  h e  s a i d ,  " I  w a n t  t o  

g e t  r a d a r , "  h e ' s  f r o m  A l a b a m a ,  n o t  E n t e r p r i s e ,  I  d o n ' t  t h i n k .  I  s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  I  d o n ' t  

k n o w  w h e r e  t o  g e t  i t . "  H e  s a i d ,  " W e l l , "  h e  s a i d ,  " W e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  g e t  a  s u r p l u s  

r a d a r  f r o m  a  W o r l d  W a r  I I  a i r p l a n e ,  a  C P S - 9  o r  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t , ”  t h e  o l d  r a d a r  

w i t h  t h e  P P I  s c o p e  o n  i t ,  t h e  b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e  t h i n g  t h a t ,  y o u  k n o w ,  h a s  a  l i g h t  s o r t  

o f  t h i n g  t h a t  g o e s  a r o u n d ?

H E N S O N :  S u r e ,  y e a h .

V O L K M A N :  A n d  s o  w e  p u t  t h a t  o n  t h e  a i r ,  a n d  w e  p u t  i n  t h e  p a p e r  r i g h t  a w a y ,  t h e  f i r s t  

s t a t i o n  t o  h a v e  r a d a r ,  w e a t h e r  b y  r a d a r  - 

H E N S O N :  A n d  y o u  - -  f i r s t  i n  O k l a h o m a ?

V O L K M A N :  Y e a h .  I  d o n ' t  k n o w  i f  o t h e r  c i t i e s  h a d  i t ,  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .

T h i s  w a s  i n  1 9 5 6 ,  a n d  I  d o n ' t  r e m e m b e r  t h e  m o n t h .  I t  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  l a t e  

s u m m e r ,  e a r l y  f a l l ,  b u t  i t  i n f u r i a t e d  C h a n n e l  4 ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a l w a y s  t h o u g h t  o f  

t h e m s e l v e s  a s  t h e  l e a d e r ,  t h e  f i r s t .  A n d  t h e y  - -  S u g g ,  t h e  s a m e  g u y  t h a t  o r d e r e d  

m e  t o  p u t  t h e  t o r n a d o  u p ,  h e  i m m e d i a t e l y  o r d e r e d  h i s  t e c h n i c i a n s  t o  s e t  u p  a  

m i c r o w a v e  r e l a y  f r o m  W i l l  R o g e r s '  F i e l d  t o  t h e  s t a t i o n  t o  m i c r o w a v e  t h e  r a d a r  

s t a t i o n .  S o  t h e y  h a d  u p ,  t h e  n e x t  d a y ,  t h e  d a y  a f t e r  w e  g o t  i t ,  t h e y  h a d  i t .  A n d  s o  

t h e y  c o u l d  a d v e r t i s e  r i g h t  a w a y  t h a t  w e ' v e  g o t  w e a t h e r  r a d a r ,  s o  t h e y  d i d n ' t  w a n t  

t o  l e t  u s  g e t  a h e a d  o f  t h e m  b y  o n e  d a y ,  e v e n .  B u t  t h a t ' s  h o w  c o m p e t i t i v e  t h e  

b u s i n e s s  i s .

H E N S O N :  W e r e  t h e y  c o m p a r a b l e  q u a l i t y ,  a s  f a r  a s  h o w  t h e y  l o o k e d  o n  t h e  s c r e e n ?

V O L K M A N :  W e l l ,  y o u  k n o w ,  c o m p a r e d  t o  t o d a y ' s  w o n d e r f u l  c o l o r  D o p p l e r  s t u f f ,  i t

w a s  s o  c r u d e .  E v e r y t h i n g  i n  t h o s e  d a y s ,  y o u  k n o w ,  t h e  o l d  w e a t h e r  m a p s ,  t h e  f i r s t  

s a t e l l i t e  p i c t u r e s ,  e v e r y t h i n g  w a s  - 

H E N S O N :  B u t  t h e  t w o  s t a t i o n s ,  i n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  m i c r o w a v e  r e l a y ,  d i d  t h a t  p r o v i d e  

t h e m  w i t h  p i c t u r e s  t h a t  w e r e  c o m p a r a b l e  t o  - -
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V O L K M A N :  Y e a h .  F o u r  a n d  N i n e ,  t h e n ,  w e  b o t h  h a d  i t ,  a n d  I  d o n ' t  k n o w ,  F i v e  c a m e  

a l o n g  l a t e r  d o w n  t h e r e ,  i s  a n o t h e r  s t a t i o n  t h a t  g o t  g o o d  s t u f f  l a t e r ,  b u t  t h a t  w a s  - 

a n d  t h e n  1 9 5 6  o r  7 ,  w e  h e a r d  a b o u t  t h e  [ S p y r i x ]  p r o g r a m  u p  i n  - -  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  

h a d  b e e n  d o i n g  i t  f o r  a  w h i l e ,  t h i s  t r i a n g u l a t i o n  t o  g e t  s t a t i c  f r o m  t h e  o t h e r  s t o r m s ,  

a n d  I  t h i n k  t h e  t h r e e  p o i n t s  t h a t  t h e y  u s e d  w e r e  K a n s a s  C i t y ,  A m a r i l l o ,  a n d  

S h r e v e p o r t  o r  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  T h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  p o i n t s  l i k e  t h a t  w h e r e  y o u 'd  

z e r o  i n  o n  t h e  t h u n d e r s t o r m .  A n d  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  s u p p o r t e d  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  f o r  a  

w h i l e .  A n d  t h e n  t h e y  w i t h d r e w  t h e  f u n d s ,  t h e y  s a i d ,  I  t h i n k  t h e y  w e r e  g e t t i n g  t o o  

m a n y  f a l s e  r e p o r t s .  B u t  u p  a t  O k l a h o m a  N o r m a n ,  O k l a h o m a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  

S t i l l w a t e r ,  w a s  D r .  H e r b e r t  J o n e s  ( s p ? ) ,  e l e c t r i c a l  e n g i n e e r i n g  p r o f e s s o r ,  s t i l l  

s t r o n g l y  b e l i e v e d  i n  t h i s  m e t h o d .  A n d  s o  I  w e n t  u p  i n t o  t h e  s p e c i a l  w i t h  h i m  o n e  

d a y ,  a n d  h e  h a d  h i s  l i t t l e  s h a c k  w a y  o u t  o f f - c a m p u s ,  h e  s a i d  t h e r e  a r e  t o o  m a n y  

h i g h - t e n s i o n  w i r e s  o u t  h e r e ,  w e ' v e  g o t  t o  g e t  w a y  o u t  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  s p u r i o u s  

e l e c t r i c i t y  h e r e .  A n d  h e  t a u g h t  m e  s t u f f  t h e r e  t h a t  I ' v e  n e v e r  f o r g o t t e n ,  a n d  s t u f f  

t h a t  y o u  d o n ' t  h e a r  a b o u t  a n y m o r e .  B u t  - -  a n d  w e  d i d  a  s p e c i a l  o n  C h a n n e l  9  

a b o u t  t h a t ,  a n d  i t ' s  l i s t e d  i n  t h e i r  h i s t o r i c a l  a r c h i v e s  a b o u t  m y  s p e c i a l  o n  [ S p y r i x ]  

w i t h  D r .  J o n e s .  H e  l a t e r  w e n t  t o  N e w  M e x i c o  U n i v e r s i t y ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  a n d  s i n c e  

p a s s e d  o n ,  b u t  I  n e v e r  w i l l  f o r g e t .  H e  h a d  ( i n a u d i b l e )  t o r n a d o  m e t e r  t h a t  h e  h a d  

t h e r e ,  a n d  h e  h a d  d i r e c t i o n a l  a n t e n n a  p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  t h u n d e r s t o r m ,  a n d  h e  w o u l d  

t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  - -  I  t h i n k  t h e  m e s o c y c l o n e  o r  t h e  t o r n a d o  c y c l o n e ,  h e  c a l l e d  i t ,  w a s  

u p  a b o u t  1 6 , 0 0 0  f e e t .

END OF TAPE 1, SIDE 2
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Interview of Harry Volkman

TAPE 2, SIDE 1

H E N S O N :  - -  S i d e  O n e  o f  t h e  H a r r y  V o l k m a n  i n t e r v i e w  o n  A u g u s t  2 7 t h ,  2 0 0 4 ,  a n d  

w e  w e r e  j u s t  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  [ S p y r i x ]  i n t e r v i e w  t h a t  y o u  d i d .

V O L K M A N :  O h ,  y e s .  I  g u e s s  [ S p y r i x ]  w e n t  o u t  o f  f a v o r  a n d  e v e r y t h i n g ,  b e c a u s e  o f  - -  I  

t h i n k  D r .  F u j i t a  m a y ,  h i m s e l f ,  m a y  h a v e  t o l d  m e  t h i s ,  t h a t  i t  w a s  b e c a u s e  o f  t o o  

m a n y  f a l s e  i n d i c a t i o n s .  A n d  I  g u e s s  t h a t ' s  w o r s e  t h a n  n o  i n d i c a t i o n s .  B u t  I  g u e s s ,  

t h e  p r o f e s s o r ,  h e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  - -  J o n e s  - -  t h a t  t h e  s t a t i c  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  p i c k e d  u p  o n  

h i s  t o r n a d o  m e t e r ,  w h i c h  i s  l i k e  a n  [ a c y l o s c o p e ] ,  h e  s a i d ,  i f  i t  g e t s  1 7  p i p s  a  

s e c o n d ,  h e  c o u n t e d  i t ,  h e  s a i d ,  t h a t  m e a n t  t h a t  t h a t  c l o u d ,  w i t h i n  4 5  m i n u t e s  w o u l d  

p r o d u c e  a  t o r n a d o  f u n n e l .  N o w ,  t h a t ' s  p r e t t y  s p e c i f i c .  B u t  I ' v e  n e v e r  h e a r d  o r  

r e a d  a n y t h i n g  e l s e  a b o u t  t h a t .  I  h a d  s o m e  o l d  d a t a  I  w a s  l o o k i n g  t h r o u g h  a  p a p e r  

o n e  t i m e  t h a t  w a s  i n  a  b u l l e t i n  a b o u t  [ S t y r e x ] ,  b u t  a n y w a y ,  h e  f o l l o w e d  t h a t  a l o n g ;  

h e  f e l t  t h a t  t h a t  w a s  a  r e l i a b l e  k i n d  o f  i n d i c a t o r ,  a n d  t h e  - -  I  r e m e m b e r ,  t h e  t o r n a d o  

c y c l o n e ,  i s  w h a t  h e  r e f e r r e d  t o ,  t h a t  i s  u p  i n  t h a t  l e v e l .  A n d  t h a t ' d  b e  a  l i t t l e  b e l o w  

t h e  5 0 0  m i l l i b a r  l e v e l .  A n d  s o  t h e r e  m a y  b e  - -  t h e r e ' s  p r o b a b l y  s o m e t h i n g  t o  i t ,  

b e c a u s e  i t ' s  l i k e  l e g e n d s  a n d  s a y i n g s .  T h e r e ' s  a l w a y s  s o m e  t r u t h  i n  i t ,  b u t  m a y b e  

n o t  e n o u g h  t o  r e a l l y  h a n g  y o u r  h a t  o n ,  o r  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  A n d  s o  i f  t h a t  h a d  

w o r k e d ,  t h a t ' d  b e  a  h e l p f u l  t h i n g  t o  e v e n  u s e  t o d a y ,  I  w o u l d  t h i n k .

H E N S O N :  B u t  y o u  d i d  h a v e  t h i n g s  l i k e  h o o k  e c h o e s  t o  w a t c h  f o r  e v e n  o n  t h e  e a r l y  

r a d a r s ,  r i g h t ,  y o u  c o u l d  s t i l l  l o o k  f o r  t h e  h o o k  e c h o e s ?

V O L K M A N :  Y e s .

H E N S O N :  W o u l d  y o u  l i k e  s o m e  w a t e r ?

V O L K M A N :  I ' v e  b e e n  f i g h t i n g  a  c o l d ,  b u t  I ' v e  h a d  t o  c o u g h  m o r e  t h a t  t h a t  t o d a y .  

H E N S O N :  O h ,  O K .

V O L K M A N :  A n y w a y ,  y e a h ,  t h i s  w a s  - -  a  l o t  o f  t h i n g s  h a v e  c o m e  a l o n g  s i n c e  t h e n ,  b u t  

t h e  h o o k  e c h o  w a s  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  w e ,  I  t h i n k  w e  w e r e  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  i n  t h o s e  

d a y s .

H E N S O N :  N o w ,  l e t  m e  a s k  y o u  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e  h e r e ,  s i n c e  w e ' r e  k i n d  o f  i n  t h e  l a t e

'5 0 s ,  n o w .  W e r e  y o u  i n v o l v e d ,  a t  a l l ,  i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g s  o f  t h e  A M S  S e a l  P r o g r a m  

t h a t  k i n d  o f  t h e  g e t t i n g  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  l a t e  ' 5 0 s ?

V O L K M A N :  A h ,  w e l l ,  I  h a v e  p r o b a b l y  t h e  l o n g e s t - l a s t i n g  - -  w e l l ,  o n e  t h a t ' s  s t i l l  a c t i v e ,  

S e a l s .  I  t h i n k  I 'm  n u m b e r  2 3 .  A n d  i t  w a s  i n  t h e  l a s t  f e w  y e a r s ,  I  t a l k e d  t o  a l m o s t  

e v e r y  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ,  e i t h e r  b y  p h o n e  o r  b y  l e t t e r ,  w i t h  t h e  g r o u p  t h a t  

s t a r t e d  i t .
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H E N S O N :  W e r e  y o u  i n v o l v e d ,  i n  t h e  l a t e  ' 5 0 s ,  i n  t h e  S e a l ,  i n  t h e  ( o v e r l a p p i n g  

d i a l o g u e ;  i n a u d i b l e )

V O L K M A N :  N o ,  t h e  S e a l  c r i t e r i a  a n d  e v e r y t h i n g  w e r e  d e v i s e d  b y  t h o s e  o r i g i n a l  

f o u n d e r s .  L i k e  J i m m y  - -  f e l l a  f r o m  S a n  A n t o n i o  - 

H E N S O N :  J i m  F i d d l e r ?

V O L K M A N :  J i m  F i d d l e r .  A n d  - -  n o t  R o s c o e  B r a h a m ,  n o t  H o r a c e  B y e r s ,  n o ,  t h e y  w e r e  

i n  t h e  T h u n d e r s t o r m  P r o j e c t  i n  t h e  '4 0 s .  T h e  f e l l a  f r o m  - -  I  j u s t  s a w  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  

h i m  t h e  o t h e r  d a y ,  f r o m  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  H e  w o r k e d  w i t h  W a l l y  C o n a n .  W a l l y  w a s  

o n e  o f  t h e  h o n o r a r y  f i r s t  S e a l  m e m b e r s  t h a t  h e l p e d  w o r k  o n  t h e  S e a l  - -  y e s ,  I  - 

H E N S O N :  O h ,  F r a n c i s  D a v i s ?  W a s  i t  h i m ?  F r a n c i s  D a v i s ?

V O L K M A N :  F r a n c i s  D a v i s ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  I  h a v e  a  l e t t e r  f r o m  h i m  a t  h o m e  t h a t  h e  w r o t e  

m e  j u s t  a  f e w  d a y s  a g o ,  t e l l  m e  a b o u t  h o w  h e  w a s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h a t .

H E N S O N :  H o w  d i d  y o u  f i r s t  h e a r  a b o u t  t h a t ?

V O L K M A N :  I n  1 9 6 0 .  I n  f a c t ,  S u g g  - -  o h ,  w a i t  a  m i n u t e ,  S u g g ,  h o w  c o u l d  t h a t  b e ?  I

w a s  i n  C h i c a g o  b y  t h a t  t i m e .  N o .  W h a t  - -  I  d o n ' t  k n o w ,  i t ' s  o b v i o u s l y  h i m ,  b u t  h e  

w a s  h e a d  o f  N B C  o w n e d  a n d  o p e r a t e d  s t a t i o n s ,  a n d  I  w a s  w i t h  N B C . . .

H E N S O N :  M a y b e  y o u  s h o u l d  t e l l  u s  a b o u t ,  t h e n ,  a b o u t  - -  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  1 9 5 9  t h a t  

y o u  c a m e  h e r e ,  r i g h t ?

V O L K M A N :  Y e a h .  I n  1 9 5 9 ,  O K .  I  h e a r d ,  w a y  b a c k  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1 9 5 9 .  S e e ,  t h e  '5 8 ,  

W a l l y  C o n a n  w e n t  t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a  f r o m  O k l a h o m a  C i t y .  H e  c a m e  b a c k  f r o m  t h e  

K o r e a n  W a r ,  a n d  h e  w o r k e d  o n  C h a n n e l  - -  h e  c a m e  b a c k  t o  C h a n n e l  4 ,  w h e r e  I  

w a s ,  a n d  w h e n  C h a n n e l  9  c a m e  a f t e r  m e ,  I  t h o u g h t ,  y o u  k n o w ,  " T h i s  i s  a  g o o d  

c h a n c e  f o r  W a l l y  t o  g e t  h i s  o l d  j o b  b a c k ,  a n d  I ' v e  b e c o m e  a  g o o d  f r i e n d  o f  h i s ,  

a n d  i f  I  l e a v e ,  t h e n  h e ' s  t h e  n a t u r a l  o n e  t o  t a k e  i t  o v e r . " N o  o n e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  I  

w o u l d  b e  t h a t  m a g n a n i m o u s ,  y o u  k n o w ,  t o  s o r t  o f  l i k e ,  h e r e ' s  m y  j o b ,  b u t  I  w a s  

g o i n g  i n t o  s o m e t h i n g  b e t t e r .  A n d  w e  w e r e  n e i g h b o r s ,  a c t u a l l y ,  i n  t h e  s a m e  

c o m m u n i t y  o u t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  A n d  s o  I  w e n t  t o  C h a n n e l  9  a n d  W a l l y  g o t  h i s  

j o b  b a c k  f r o m  C h a n n e l  4 ,  a n d  t h e n  i n  1 9 5 8 ,  N B C  b o u g h t  P h i l a d e l p h i a  S t a t i o n  

f r o m  W e s t i n g h o u s e .  T h e y  s a i d  t h e y  n e e d e d  a  n e w  w e a t h e r m a n ,  s o  M r .  S u g g  t o o k  

W a l l y  C o n a n  w i t h  h i m ,  a n d  I  a l w a y s  t h o u g h t  t o  m y s e l f ,  " G e e ,  i f  I ' d  o n l y  s t a y e d  a t  

N B C ,  I  m i g h t  b e  g o i n g  t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  w h i c h  i s  m y  f a t h e r ' s  o l d  h o m e t o w n . "  A n d  

m y  s o n  l i v e s  t h e r e  n o w .  B u t  a n y w a y ,  s o  W a l l y  w e n t  t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  a n d  t h e n  t h e  

n e x t  y e a r ,  I  g o t  w o r d  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  t h a t  C l i n t  Y u l e  ( s p ? )  w a s  b e i n g  l e t  g o  i n  

C h i c a g o .  C l i n t  Y u l e  w a s  m a k i n g  a  l o t  o f  m o n e y ,  b u t  t h e  r a t i n g s  w e r e n ' t  v e r y  

g o o d .  A n d  h e  w a s  m a k i n g  l i k e  t w o  g r a n d  a  w e e k ,  i n  t h o s e  d a y s  - -  w h i c h  i s n ' t  b a d  

n o w ,  b u t  I  m e a n ,  t h e n ,  i t  w a s  h u g e  m o n e y .  P r o b a b l y  n o b o d y  e l s e  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y
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m a k i n g  t h a t  k i n d  o f  m o n e y  d o i n g  w h a t  h e  w a s  d o i n g .  S o  t h e y  s a i d ,  t h e y ' r e  g o i n g  

t o  c o n d u c t  a  n a t i o n - w i d e  s e a r c h  f o r  h i s  r e p l a c e m e n t .  W e l l ,  I  g o t  w o r d  o f  i t  f r o m  

m y  o l d  b o s s ;  I  c a l l e d  h i m  i n  N e w  Y o r k  e v e n  t h o u g h  I 'd  l e f t  h i m ,  a n d  I  t h o u g h t ,  

" W e l l ,  m a y b e  h e ' l l  s t i l l  t a l k  t o  m e  o r  m a y b e  h e  w o n ' t . "  I  s a i d ,  " I  h e a r  C l i n t  Y u l e ' s  

l e a v i n g . "  H e  s a y s ,  " H e  i s . "  I  s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  d o  y o u  s u p p o s e  I  c o u l d  a p p l y  f o r  t h a t  

j o b ? "  H e  s a y s ,  " W e l l ,  w h y  d o n ' t  y o u  c a l l  L l o y d  J e u t e r  ( s p ? ) , "  h e ' s  t h e  n e w  b o s s  

u p  t h e r e .  A n d  s o  I  c a l l e d  h i m ,  a n d  h e  p r o b a b l y  w a n t e d  t o  t e l l  m e  t o  g o  y o u  k n o w  

w h e r e ,  b u t  h e  w a s  g r a c i o u s  e n o u g h  t o  s a y ,  j u s t ,  " L e t  h i m  k n o w  y o u ' r e  i n t e r e s t e d . "  

S o  I  s t a r t e d  s e n d i n g  h i m  l e t t e r s  a n d  t e s t i m o n i a l s  a b o u t  m y  s u c c e s s  n o t  o n l y  a s  a  

w e a t h e r m a n  b u t  f o r  g e t t i n g  s p o n s o r s ,  ' c a u s e  I  w a s  v e r y  c o m m e r c i a l l y  s u c c e s s f u l  

i n  O k l a h o m a  C i t y .  A n d  s o  I  f i n a l l y  g o t  a  l e t t e r  b a c k ,  s a y i n g ,  " W e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  h a v e  

o p e n  a u d i t i o n s  i n  J u n e , "  I  t h i n k  i t  w a s ,  o f  1 9 5 9 ,  " a n d  y o u  c a n  c o m e  u p  h e r e  a n d  

g o  t o  t h a t . "  S o  - 

H E N S O N :  Y o u  d i d n ' t  s e n d  k i n e s c o p e s  o r  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ?

V O L K M A N :  I  t h i n k  I  m u s t  h a v e ;  I  m u s t  h a v e  s e n t  a  k i n e s c o p e .  I  p r o b a b l y  d i d .  A t  

m a y b e  t h e i r  u r g i n g ,  o r  I  d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  b u t  I  p r o b a b l y  s h o u l d  h a v e ,  i f  I  d i d n ' t .  

A n y w a y ,  I  g o t  u p  h e r e ,  a n d  I  w a l k e d  i n t o  t h i s  s t u d i o ,  a n d  a l l  t h i s  c r o w d  o f  p e o p l e ,  

I  t h o u g h t ,  " W h a t  a r e  a l l  t h e s e  p e o p l e  d o i n g  h e r e ? "

H E N S O N :  W h a t  s t a t i o n  w a s  t h i s  a g a i n ?

V O L K M A N :  T h i s  w a s  C h a n n e l  4  - -  C h a n n e l  5 ,  h e r e  i n  C h i c a g o .

H E N S O N :  W h i c h  i s  W - -

V O L K M A N :  - - N B C .  I t  w a s  W N B Q ,  w e r e  t h e  c a l l  l e t t e r s .  A l l  t h e  N B C  s t a t i o n s  w e r e  

N B - s o m e t h i n g .  L i k e  N B C ,  N e w  Y o r k ,  N B K ,  C l e v e l a n d ,  N B Q ,  C h i c a g o .  T h e r e  

w a s  a n o t h e r  o n e  f o r  t h a t  W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  L o s  A n g e l e s  ( i n a u d i b l e ) .  B u t  a n y w a y ,  I  

s h o u l d ' v e  k n o w n .  I f  t h i s  i s  a  j o b  t h a t  t h e y ' r e  t h r o w i n g  o p e n  t o  e v e r y b o d y  i n  t h e  

c o u n t r y ,  y o u ' r e  n o t  g o i n g  t o  b e  t h e  o n l y  o n e  h e r e ,  d o n ' t  l e t  ( l a u g h t e r )  d o n ' t  b e  a  

m i s g u i d e d  f o o l ,  y o u  k n o w .  S o  I  t h o u g h t ,  " W e l l ,  y o u  k n o w ,  I 'm  g o i n g  t o  g i v e  i t  a  

s h o t . "  A n d  w e  t o o k  t u r n s  g o i n g  u p ,  a n d  t h i s  w a s  c o l o r .  N B C  i s  t h e  f i r s t  a l l - c o l o r  

s t a t i o n  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  N B Q ,  C h i c a g o .  A n d  I  w e n t  o u t  t h e r e  a n d  d i d  m y  b i t ,  a n d  

t h e y  s a i d ,  " S o m e t h i n g  h a p p e n e d  t o  t h e  c a m e r a ,  c a n  y o u  d o  i t  a g a i n ? "  A n d  I  

b e l i e v e d  t h e m ,  y o u  k n o w ,  b u t  t h e y  j u s t  w a n t e d  t o  s e e  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  o f  m e .  S o  I  

d i d n ’t  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h a t  w a s  a  g o o d  s i g n ,  ' c a u s e  t h e y  c o u l d  h a v e  s a i d ,  " N e x t , "  y o u  

k n o w ,  j u s t  h a v e  y o u  s t e p  o f f .  S o  I  d i d  a  s e c o n d  o n e ,  a n d  t h e y  s a i d ,  " N o w ,  d o n ' t  

c a l l  u s ,  w e ' l l  c a l l  y o u  i f  y o u  w a n t  y o u ,  s o  j u s t  g o  b a c k  t o  w h e r e  y o u  c a m e  f r o m ,  

a n d  i f  w e ' r e  i n t e r e s t e d ,  w e ' l l  g e t  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  y o u . "  W e l l ,  t w o  m o n t h s  w e n t  b y ,  

a n d  I  n e v e r  h e a r d ,  I  t h o u g h t ,  " W e l l ,  y o u  k n o w ,  i t  w a s  a  g o o d  t r y . "  A n d  I 'd  h a t e  

m y s e l f  f o r e v e r  i f  I  d i d n ' t  d o  t h a t .  W e l l ,  s u r e  e n o u g h ,  I  g o t  a  c a l l  i n  A u g u s t ,  f i r s t  

w e e k  i n  A u g u s t  '5 9 ,  s a y i n g ,  " I t  l o o k s  l i k e  y o u ' r e  t h e  o n e  w e  w a n t . "  A n d  I  m a k e  a  

j o k e  a b o u t  t h i s ,  a n d  I  s a y ,  " H o w  c o m e  y o u  c h o s e  m e , "  a n d  t h e  g u y  s a y s ,  " W e l l ,  

e v e r y b o d y  e l s e  t u r n e d  i t  d o w n . "  ( l a u g h t e r )  B u t  t h a t ' s  n o t  t h e  t r u t h ,  b u t  I  s a i d ,
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" H o w  s o o n  d o  y o u  w a n t  m e ? "  T h e y  s a i d ,  " T w o  w e e k s . "  A n d  I  t o l d  m y  b o s s ,  h e  

s a y s ,  " W e l l ,  I  c a n ' t  r e p l a c e  y o u  i n  t w o  w e e k s ,  y o u ' v e  g o t  t o  g i v e  m e  a t  l e a s t  f o u r  

w e e k s . "  S o  I  t o l d  m y  b o s s  a t  C h a n n e l  9 ,  I  s a i d ,  " I 'm  - -  g o t  t h i s  o f f e r  i n  C h i c a g o ,  

a n d  t h e y  g a v e  m e  a  g o o d  i n c r e a s e  i n  p a y . "  S o  2 5 t h  o f  A u g u s t ,  '5 9 ,  I  d i d  m y  l a s t  

s h o w  i n  O k l a h o m a  C i t y .  G o t  i n  m y  c a r  t h e  n e x t  d a y  a n d  d r o v e  u p  t o  C h i c a g o  a n d  

o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  S u n d a y ,  t h e  3 1 s t  o f  A u g u s t ,  M o n d a y ,  t h e  3 1 s t ,  I  s t a r t e d  d o i n g  t h e  

n e w s  h e r e  i n  C h i c a g o ,  a n d  t h a t  w a s  1 9 5 9  a n d  I ' v e  b e e n  d o i n g  i t  h e r e  e v e r  s i n c e .

H E N S O N : T h e  l a s t  w e e k  o f  A u g u s t ,  o f  f i f t y - - .

V O L K M A N : Y e a h .

H E N S O N : S o  e x a c t l y  - -

V O L K M A N : T h e  t h i r t y - -

H E N S O N : 4 5  y e a r s  a g o ,  t h e  - -

V O L K M A N : T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  A n d  - -

H E N S O N : B u t  w h a t  w a s  t h e  d a y  a g a i n ?  A u g u s t . . . ?

V O L K M A N : A u g u s t  t h e  3 1 s t .  T h a t  w a s  a  M o n d a y .  A c t u a l l y ,  t h e y  i n t r o d u c e d  m e  o n  a

S a t u r d a y  f a r m  s h o w ,  j u s t  t o  i n t r o d u c e  m e  t o  t h e  a u d i e n c e ;  I  j u s t  s a t  t h e r e  a n d  t h e y  

s a i d ,  " T h i s  i s  t h e  n e w  r e p l a c e m e n t  f o r  C l i n t  Y u l e . "  C l i n t  Y u l e  h a d  b e e n  t h e  

w e a t h e r m a n  s i n c e  1 9 4 8 ,  a n d  h e  - -  t h e y  l e t  h i m  g o  i n  t h e  s u m m e r  o f  '5 9 ,  a n d  h e  

h a d  b e e n  a n  A i r  F o r c e  g u y .

H E N S O N :  T h e y  l e t  h i m  g o  - -  t h e y  d i d n ' t  f i r e  h i m ,  t h o u g h .

V O L K M A N :  W e l l ,  t h e y  d i d .  T h e y  j u s t  s a i d ,  " W e ' r e  n o t  r e n e w i n g  y o u r  c o n t r a c t . "  I t ' s  

s o r t  o f  l i k e  t h e  w a y  I  a m  n o w ,  h e r e ,  I 'm  j u s t  l i k e ,  y o u  k n o w ,  I 'm  l a m e  d u c k ,  s o  t o  

s p e a k .  B u t  a n y w a y ,  i t ' s  b e e n  a  l o n g  r u n ,  a n d  i t ' s  b e e n  g r e a t ,  a n d  w e  h a d  a  l o n g  

w a y  t o  g o  i n  t h e  r a t i n g s ,  b u t  t h i n g s ,  o v e r  t h e  y e a r  h a p p e n e d  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  g r e a t .  

I n  1 9 6 2 ,  I  h a d  j o i n e d ,  p r e t t y  m u c h  w h e n  I  c a m e  h e r e ,  t h e  l o c a l  c h a p t e r  o f  t h e  

A M S ,  C h i c a g o  C h a p t e r ,  w h i c h  m e t  a t  t h e  c a m p u s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C h i c a g o .  

A n d  i n  1 9 6 2 ,  t h e r e  w a s  a  n e w  g u y  i n  t o w n ,  f r o m  J a p a n ,  c a l l e d  T e d  F u j i t a .  A n d  h e  

w a s  w o r k i n g  o n  t a k i n g  d i s t o r t i o n  o u t  o f  s a t e l l i t e  p i c t u r e s .  H e  w a s n ' t  i n v o l v e d  

w i t h  s e v e r e  w e a t h e r  m u c h  a t  a l l ;  h e  h a d  b e e n  u r g e d  b y  H o r a c e  B y e r s ,  I  t h i n k ,  t o  

c o m e  t o  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  S o  i n  t h a t  '6 2  y e a r  o f  t h e  l o c a l  c h a p t e r ,  h e  w a s  P r e s i d e n t  

a n d  I  w a s  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t .  A n d  s o  t h i s  f a l l  I ' l l  b e  b a c k  i n  o f f i c e  a s  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ;  

t h e  f i r s t  o f f i c e  I ' v e  h a d  t h e r e  i n  4 2  y e a r s .  I n  t h e  l o c a l  c h a p t e r .  B u t  I  r e m e m b e r  

D r .  F u j i t a  f r o m  w a y ,  w a y  b a c k  t h e n .  H e  s a i d ,  " I  n e v e r  s e e  t o r n a d o . "

H E N S O N :  H e  f i n a l l y  d i d  g e t  t o  s e e  o n e ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  l a t e r  o n .
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V O L K M A N :  Y e a h ,  o h ,  y e a h ,  o h ,  s u r e ,  h e  f i n a l l y  d i d .  H e  w a s  a  - -  h e  w a s  s t u d y i n g  s o r t  

o f  l i k e  d a m a g e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  A n d  h e  n e v e r  t a l k e d  m u c h  a b o u t  t h i s ,  b u t  w h e n  h e  

w a s  i n  J a p a n ,  w h e n  t h e y  d r o p p e d  t h e  A - b o m b  a n d  t h e  H - b o m b ,  h e  w a s  o u t  o n  t h e  

t e a m  s u r v e y i n g  t h e  d a m a g e .  A n d  h e  c o u l d  t e l l  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  b o m b s .  

O n e  w a s  u r a n i u m  a n d  o n e  w a s  p l u t o n i u m ,  I  t h i n k .  A n d  h e ' s  d e s c r i b e d  o n e  a s  t h e  

f i r e s ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  o n e ,  i t  w a s  t h e  b l a s t .  A n d  h e  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  d a m a g e  t h a t  h e  

o b s e r v e d  f r o m  t h e  t w o  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  o f  b o m b s ,  a n d  s o  - -  b u t  a n y w a y ,  s o ,  I  g o t  

t o  m e e t ,  y o u  k n o w ,  p e o p l e  l i k e  R o s c o e  B r a h a m ,  t h e  c l o u d  e x p e r t ,  a n d  H o r a c e  

B y e r s ,  a n d  D r .  F u j i t a ,  a n d  s o  m a n y  o f  t h o s e  p e o p l e  t h a t  w e r e  - -  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  

r e l a t e d  - -  s o m e  o f  t h e  p i o n e e r s  i n  t h i s  b u s i n e s s .

H E N S O N :  D i d  y o u  h a v e  a  f a m i l y  w h e n  y o u  f i r s t  m o v e d  h e r e ,  o r  - -

V O L K M A N :  Y e s ,  I  m a r r i e d  i n  O k l a h o m a ,  i n  T u l s a .  I  m a r r i e d  a n d  t h e n  h a d  f o u r

c h i l d r e n  i n  O k l a h o m a  C i t y  a n d  m o v e d  u p  h e r e  w i t h  a l l  o f  t h e m .  O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e y  

a r e  a l l  g r o w n  n o w ,  a n d  I 'm  a  g r a n d f a t h e r  n o w .  ( l a u g h t e r )

H E N S O N :  W e r e  t h e y  s u p p o r t i v e  o f  t h e  m o v e  u p  h e r e ,  y o u r  w i f e  a n d  c h i l d r e n ?

V O L K M A N :  N o t  t o o  m u c h .  M y  w i f e  w a s  n o t  s u p p o r t i v e  o f  i t  b e c a u s e  w e  h a d  s o  m a n y  

f r i e n d s  d o w n  t h e r e ,  a n d  s h e  f e l t  l i k e ,  c o m i n g  t o  t h e  b i g  c i t y  - -  s h e  w a s  b o r n  a n d  

r a i s e d  i n  O k l a h o m a ,  a n d  i t  w a s  q u i t e  a  c u l t u r a l  s h o c k ,  t o  c o m e  u p  h e r e  f r o m  d o w n  

t h e r e .  B u t  t o  m e ,  I  l o o k e d  a t  i t  t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t ,  b e c a u s e  I  w a s  a  N o r t h e r n e r ,  b o r n  

a n d  r a i s e d  i n  B o s t o n ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  a n d  I  a l w a y s  k n e w ,  f r o m  b e i n g  a c q u a i n t e d  

w i t h  n e w s  a n d  t h e  n a t i o n ,  t h a t  C h i c a g o  w a s  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  a l m o s t  e v e r y t h i n g .  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  c o m m e r c e ,  i n d u s t r y ,  r a i l r o a d s ,  a n d  e v e r y t h i n g ,  a n d  a  t r e m e n d o u s  

m e d i a  c e n t e r ,  a n d  I  t h o u g h t ,  i f  I  r e a l l y  w a n t  t o  b e  i n  t h e  b i g  p l a c e ,  I  s h o u l d  t r y  t o  

g o  t o  C h i c a g o .  S o  I  s o u g h t  i t  o u t ;  i t  d i d n ' t  s e e k  m e ,  b u t  a s  I  t a l k  t o  k i d s  a t  s c h o o l  I  

s a y ,  " T h e y ' r e  n o t  g o i n g  t o  c o m e  l o o k i n g  f o r  y o u ;  y o u ' v e  g o t  t o  s e e k  i t  o u t  

y o u r s e l f ,  y o u  k n o w ,  m a k e  p e o p l e  k n o w  t h a t  y o u ' r e  a v a i l a b l e  a n d  t h a t  y o u ' r e  

w i l l i n g . "

H E N S O N :  W h a t  w e r e  y o u r  i m p r e s s i o n s  o f  h o w  w e a t h e r  w a s  d o n e ,  h e r e ,  a n d  h o w  t h e  

s t a t i o n  o p e r a t e d ,  a s  c o m p a r e d  t o  O k l a h o m a  ( i n a u d i b l e ) ?

V O L K M A N :  W e l l ,  I  w a s  c o n f r o n t e d ,  r i g h t  a w a y ,  w i t h  a  c a r t o o n i s t ,  v e r y  p o p u l a r  

c a r t o o n i s t ,  n a m e d  P . J .  H o f f  ( s p ? ) .  A n d  e v e r y o n e  s a i d ,  " Y o u 'v e  g o t  t o  h a v e  a  

g i m m i c k  i f  y o u ' r e  g o i n g  t o  m a k e  i t  h e r e  i n  C h i c a g o . "  B e c a u s e  h e ' s  g o t  a  g i m m i c k  

o f  c a r t o o n s ,  a n d  “ M r .  A c h o o ”  w a s  a  l i t t l e  c h a r a c t e r  h e  d r e w  h i m s e l f  d u r i n g  t h e  

h a y  f e v e r  s e a s o n ,  a n d  “ M r .  I n  C h a r g e  O f  L o o k i n g  O u t  T h e  W i n d o w , ”  a n d  “ M r .  

Y e l l - a n - C u s s , ”  t h e  g u y  t h a t  d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h e  b a d  w e a t h e r ,  a n d  h e  w a s  p r e t t y  p o p u l a r .  

A n d  t h e y  w e r e  a  d y n a m i t e  t e a m  o n  t h e  C B S  s t a t i o n .  A n d  w e  w e r e  f l o u n d e r i n g  o n  

N B C ;  t h a t ' s  o n e  o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  n e w  p e o p l e .  A n d  s o ,  I  

s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  I  d o  s o m e  s o u n d  e f f e c t s  l i k e  'w h o o s h '  o r  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ,  o r . . .  b u t  

I  r e a l l y  d o n ' t  h a v e  w h a t  y o u  —  w h a t  I  t h i n k  y o u  s h o u l d  c a l l  a  g i m m i c k ,  I  j u s t  t r y  

t o  d o  i t  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y ,  d o  a  g o o d  j o b ,  b e  a s  a c c u r a t e  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  b e  p l e a s a n t ,  a n d
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i f  t h a t  w i n s  a u d i e n c e ,  f i n e !  H o p e f u l l y  i t  w i l l . "  ( l a u g h t e r )  A n d  i t  t o o k  f i v e  y e a r s  

f o r  u s  t o  g a i n  # 1 ,  a n d  w e  f i n a l l y  d i d  i t .

H E N S O N :  R e a l l y .

V O L K M A N :  T h e y  t o l d  u s ,  i n  a  b i g  m a r k e t ,  i t  t a k e s  - -  y o u ' v e  g o t  t o  b e  h e r e  t w o  y e a r s

b e f o r e  a n y b o d y  e v e n  k n o w s  w h o  t h e  h e c k  y o u  a r e ,  a n d  s o  i t  w a s  a  l o n g  t i m e .  Y o u  

k n o w ,  t h e y 'd  c a l l  m e  b y  s o m e  n a m e  o f  s o m e b o d y  e l s e ,  w h o  h a d  b e e n  h e r e  b e f o r e ;  

t h e y  d i d n ' t  k n o w  H a r r y  V o l k m a n  f r o m  A d a m .  T h e n ,  a f t e r  a  w h i l e ,  w h e n  y o u  g e t  

e s t a b l i s h e d ,  t h e n  i t  s e e m s  l i k e  e v e r y b o d y  k n o w s  y o u ,  a n d  y o u  c a n ' t  g o  a n y w h e r e  

w i t h o u t  t h e m  l e t t i n g  y o u  k n o w .  S o m e t i m e s  b o t h e r i n g  y o u .  A n d  y o u  h a v e  t o  l e a r n  

h o w  t o  h a n d l e  a l l  t h a t  k i n d  o f  s t u f f ;  i f  y o u  g e t  p o p u l a r ,  s u d d e n l y  y o u ' r e  s i g n i n g  

a u t o g r a p h s  e v e r y w h e r e  y o u  g o ;  y o u  c a n ' t  g o  i n t o  a  r e s t a u r a n t  w i t h o u t  t h e m  d o i n g  

t h a t .  A n d  t h e n  y o u  g e t  a l l  t h i s  j a z z  a b o u t ,  " W h e n  y o u  g o n n a  w a r m  i t  u p ? "  O r ,  " I  

t h o u g h t  y o u  s a i d  t h e  s u n  w a s  g o n n a  s h i n e  t o d a y , "  a n d  a l l  t h a t  k i n d  o f  s t u f f ,  

( l a u g h t e r )  I t  j u s t  g o e s  o n  a n d  o n .  " Y o u  g o n n a  g i v e  u s  s o m e  r a i n ? "  I  r e m e m b e r  

a n o t h e r  t h i n g ;  t h i s  i s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  c o n t r a s t  s o  f a r  a s ,  l i k e ,  c u l t u r e s .  P e o p l e  s p e a k  

d i f f e r e n t l y  a n d  u s e  d i f f e r e n t  t e r m s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  i n  

O k l a h o m a ,  t h e y  w o u l d  f r e q u e n t l y  a s k  m e ,  " I s  i t  s u p p o s e d  t o  r a i n ?  I t  s u p p o s e d  t o  

r a i n  t h i s  w e e k ? "  A n d  I ' d  c o m e  u p  t o  C h i c a g o ,  a n d  I 'd  s a y ,  " I t ' s  s u p p o s e d  t o  r a i n , "  

b e c a u s e  I 'd  p i c k e d  t h a t  u p .  A n d  t h e y ' d  s a y ,  " W h a t  d o  y o u  m e a n ,  i t ' s  ' s u p p o s e d  t o , '  

d o n ' t  y o u  k n o w ? "  'C a u s e  t h e y  d o n ' t  u s e  t h a t  ( l a u g h t e r )  - -  t h e y  d o n ' t  u s e  t h a t  t e r m  

h e r e .  A n d  t h e n  - -  I  h a d  t h i s  B o s t o n  a c c e n t  w h e n  I  c a m e  o u t  o f  N e w  E n g l a n d ,  a n d  

T u l s a ,  f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t r i e d  t o  g e t  m e  t o  p u t  m y  R s  i n  m y  s p e e c h .  B u t  i n  B o s t o n ,  w e  

s a y  a  ' t a w n a d o ,  a  t a w n a d o . '  A n d  t h e n  - -  b u t  y o u  h a v e  t o  l e a r n  t o  s a y  t o r n a d o .  B u t  

i n  O k l a h o m a ,  t h e y  w o u l d  r e f e r  t o  t h e m  a s  c y c l o n e s .  T h e  o l d - t i m e r s  s a y ,  " Y o u  

g o n n a  c o m e  u p  a  c y c l o n e  t o n i g h t ? "  A n d  I 'd  s a y ,  " W h a t ' s  a  c y c l o n e ? "  B e c a u s e  I  

t h i n k  o f  a  c y c l o n e  a s  j u s t  a  g e n e r a l  l o w - p r e s s u r e  a r e a .  A n d  s o ,  s o m e t i m e s ,  t h e y 'd  

s a y ,  " W e l l ,  w h e r e  a r e  y o u  f r o m ? "  ( l a u g h t e r )  L i k e ,  d o n ' t  y o u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  

l a n g u a g e  d o w n  h e r e ?  A n d  t h e y ' d  h a v e  a  l o t  o f  c o l o r f u l  e x p r e s s i o n s .  I  w a n t  t o  t e l l  

y o u  a b o u t  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  i n  O k l a h o m a  C i t y ;  t h e r e  w a s  t h i s  f e l l a ,  f r o m  - -  I  r e m e m b e r  

h i s  n a m e ,  h i s  n a m e  w a s  B e r t  H a r b o r  ( s p ? ) .  A n  o l d - t i m e r  f r o m  S o u t h w e s t  

O k l a h o m a ,  i t  w a s  o u t  n e a r  [ H o b a r t ]  s o m e w h e r e  - 

H E N S O N :  O h ,  t h a t ' s  - -  m y  m o m 's  f a m i l y  i s  f r o m  a r o u n d  t h e r e .

V O L K M A N :  Y e a h .  A n d  h e  w a s  f r o m  t h e  - -  i t  w a s  c a t t l e  c o u n t y .  C a r n e g i e ,  o r

s o m e w h e r e  l i k e  t h a t .  I ' d  s a y  C a r n e g i e  a n d  C a t t l e  C o u n t y ,  m y  w i f e  w a s  l i k e ,  

" C a t t l e  c o u n t y ?  N o ,  i t ' s  n o t  c a t t l e ,  i t ' s  c a t . . . . "  ( l a u g h t e r )  B u t  h e ,  h e  s a i d ,  " N o w ,  

t h i s  i s  a n  o l d - t i m e  t h i n g , "  a n d  h e  s a y s ,  " i t  w o r k s  l i k e  a  c h a r m  a n d  I  w a n t  y o u  t o  

w a t c h  i t . "  H e ' d  s a y ,  " T h r e e  m o n t h s  a f t e r  w e  h a v e  a  d e n s e  f o g ,  w e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  h a v e  

a  b i g  s t o r m . "  A n d  h e 'd  w a n t  m e  t o  w a t c h  t h a t .  S o ,  l i k e ,  i f  D e c e m b e r  f i r s t  h a v e  

h e a v y  f o g ,  a r o u n d  t h e  f i r s t  o f  M a r c h ,  h e 'd  s a y ,  w e  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  g e t  a  b i g  s n o w .  

A n d  h e  s w o r e  b y  t h a t  t h i n g ,  a n d  I  n e v e r  d i d  e v e r  t h i n k  t o  w r i t e  d o w n  t h e  s t u f f ,  

b e c a u s e ,  y o u  k n o w ,  i n  t h r e e  m o n t h s  a  l o t  o f  t h i n g s  c a n  h a p p e n  t o  y o u ;  y o u  f o r g e t  

a b o u t  i t .  A n d  t h e n  t h e r e  w a s  a n o t h e r  f e l l o w ,  c o m e  t o  t h i n k  o f  i t .  H e  f e d  t h e  b i r d s .
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A n d  t h i s  i s  a  f a s c i n a t i n g  t h i n g ,  t o o .  Y o u  k n o w  w h a t  t h e y  s a y ,  i f  y o u  f e e d  t h e  b i r d s  

t h e y ' l l  g e t  u s e d  t o  i t ,  a n d  ( i n a u d i b l e )  t h e y  t e l l  y o u ,  y o u  s h o u l d n ' t  s t a r t  i t  a n d  s t o p  i t  

a n d  a l l  t h a t  k i n d  o f  - -  b u t  a n y w a y ,  h e  s a i d ,  " T h e  b i r d s  w i l l  f e e d  o n  e v e r y t h i n g  y o u  

p u t  o u t  t h e r e , "  a n d  t h a t  m e a n s  t h e r e ' s  a  s n o w s t o r m  c o m i n g  t h a t ' s  g o i n g  t o  c o v e r  u p  

t h e i r  f o o d  s u p p l y ,  s o  t h e y  e a t  t o  s t o r e  i t  a w a y .  A n d  I  p r e d i c t  m a y b e  a  g o o d - s i z e d  

s n o w .  A n d  h e 'd  c a l l  m e  u p  a n d  s a y ,  " H a r r y ,  t h e s e  b i r d s  a r e  n o t  f e e d i n g ;  i t ' s  n o t  

g o i n g  t o  s n o w . "  S u r e  e n o u g h ,  t h e  s n o w  d i d n ' t  c o m e .  H e ' d  m a k e  a  f o o l  o f  m e  

s o m e t i m e s ,  b e c a u s e  - -  a n d  t h e n ,  o n  t h e  o p p o s i t e  w a y ,  h e ' d  s a y ,  h e 'd  c a l l  m e  a n d  

s a y ,  " T h e y ' r e  n o t  e a t i n g ,  s o  i t ' s  n o t  g o i n g  t o  s n o w . "  H e  s a i d ,  " T h e y  j u s t  h a v e  t h e i r  

d a i l y  r a t i o n  a n d  t h e y  f l y  a w a y ,  a n d  s o  t h e s e  b i r d s  k n o w . "  A n d  s o  t h a t ' s  w h e n  I  

t a l k  a b o u t  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  b e i n g  o u t  i n  t h e  w e a t h e r ;  f a r m e r s ,  r a n c h e r s ,  a l l  t h a t  k i n d  

o f  s t u f f .  T h e y  g e t  a  s e n s e  a b o u t  t h e  w e a t h e r ;  t h e y  c a n  s e n s e  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .

T h e  I n d i a n s  u s e d  t o  d o  t h a t .

H E N S O N :  A n d  h o w  w o u l d  y o u  h a n d l e  t h o s e  i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  a s  a  - -

V O L K M A N :  W e l l ,  y o u  d o n ' t  s a y ,  " W o w ,  y o u ' r e  a  n u t ,  d o n ' t  b o t h e r  t o  c a l l  m e  a n y m o r e , "  

a s  s o m e  o f  t h e - -  y o u  t r e a t  t h e m  g r a c i o u s l y ,  a n d  - -  ' c a u s e  i f  y o u  d o n ' t  h a v e  a  

s e c r e t a r y  t o  s a y  I 'm  i n  c o n f e r e n c e  o r  I 'm  b u s y .  I  g e t  a  k i c k  o u t  o f  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  

p e o p l e .  O n c e  i n  a  w h i l e ,  t h o u g h ,  y o u ' l l  g e t  a  p e r s o n  o n  t h e r e  t h a t  t h e y ' r e  a l o n e  - -  

t h e r e ' r e  a  l o t  o f  l o n e l y  p e o p l e  o u t  t h e r e  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  A n d  o n c e  t h e y  f i n d  o u t  t h a t  

t h e y  g o t  s o m e o n e  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  t a l k  t o ,  t h e y ' r e  g o i n g  t o  p e s t e r  y o u  f r o m  t h e n  o n ,  

b e c a u s e  t h e y ' r e  j u s t ,  " O h , "  I  f o u n d  -  “ H a r r y  V o l k m a n  w i l l  t a l k  t o  m e , "  y o u  k n o w ,  

a n d  s o  t h e n  t h e y ' l l  s t a r t  c a l l i n g  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  A n d  t h e n  t h e y  w a n t  t o  c o m e  a n d  s e e  

y o u ,  a n d  t h e n  t h e y  w a n t  t o  b o r r o w  s o m e  m o n e y  f r o m  y o u ,  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  

( l a u g h t e r )  S o  y o u  h a v e  t o  b e  c a r e f u l ,  b u t  - -  b e  a p p r o a c h a b l e ,  b u t ,  y o u  k n o w ,  d o n ' t  

b e  g u l l i b l e ,  j u s t  y o u  h a v e  t o  p r o t e c t  y o u r s e l f ,  b u t  t h e n ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  y o u  

d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  b e  a  s n o b  a n d  n o t  b e  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  p e o p l e .  P e o p l e  s t o p  y o u  i n  t h e  

s t r e e t .  H a d  a  g u y  a s k  m e  t h e  o t h e r  n i g h t ,  s a i d ,  " D o n ' t  y o u  t a l k  t o  p e o p l e  o n  t h e  

s t r e e t ? "  W e l l ,  I  k n e w  h e  w a n t e d  m o n e y ,  b u t  I  j u s t  w a s ,  y o u  k n o w ,  p a s s i n g  b y .

A n d  t h e n  t h e r e  w a s  a  w o m a n  u s e d  t o  c a l l  m e  t h a t  w a s  a f r a i d  t o  d e a t h  o f  

t h u n d e r s t o r m s ,  a n d  I  c o u - -  I  w a s  s y m p a t h e t i c  t o  t h a t  b e c a u s e  I  k n o w  o f  m y  

m o t h e r ' s  o l d  f e a r .  A n d  s h e  l i v e d  o u t  t h e  s u b u r b a n  a r e a ,  w h e r e  t h e r e  w e r e  a  l o t  o f  

s m a l l  h o m e s  w h e r e  s h e  l i v e d ,  a n d  s h e  n e v e r  f e l t  s a f e  i n  a  s m a l l  p l a c e .  S h e  s a i d ,  " I  

- -  w h e n e v e r  I  k n o w  t h e r e ' s  a  t h u n d e r s t o r m  a n d  i t ' s  c o m i n g  a f t e r  m i d n i g h t - -  " i t  h a s  

t o  b e  a f t e r  m i d n i g h t ,  s h e  s a i d ,  " - - t h e n  I  w a n t  t o  b e  d o w n t o w n  i n  a  b i g ,  h i g h  

b u i l d i n g ,  b e c a u s e  t h e n  I  k n o w  I 'm  s a f e . "  A n d  s h e  h a d  a  h u s b a n d  a n d  k i d s ,  a n d  

s h e 'd  m a k e  t h e  h u s b a n d  t a k e  t h e  w h o l e  f a m i l y  d o w n t o w n  t o  c o m e  i n  s o m e  b i g  

b a n k  l o b b y  o r  s o m e w h e r e ,  w h e r e  s h e  c o u l d  b e  s a f e  f r o m  t h e  t h u n d e r s t o r m s .  A n d  

n o w ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  w a s  b e f o r e  1 9 6 8 ,  w h e n  w e  h a d  a l l  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  g o  t o  s e c u r i t y  

a n d  l o c k e d  u p .  P e o p l e  f o r g e t  t h a t  b e f o r e  1 9 6 8 ,  w h i c h  i s  w h e n  M a r t i n  L u t h e r  K i n g  

w a s  a s s a s s i n a t e d ,  b e f o r e  t h a t  y o u  c o u l d  w a l k  i n t o  a n  a w f u l  l o t  o f  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s ,  

a n d  t h e r e  w a s  n o  s e c u r i t y .  B u i l d i n g s  d i d n ' t  u s e d  t o  h a v e  a l l  t h a t  s t u f f .  B u t  t h e n ,  

a f t e r  h i s  a s s a s s i n a t i o n ,  t h e r e  w a s  a  l o t  o f  r i o t o u s  t h i n g s ,  l i k e ,  " W e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  b l o w  

u p  y o u r  b u i l d i n g . "
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HENSON: And the Democratic Convention here --

V O L K M A N :  Y e a h ,  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  C o n v e n t i o n .  A n d  t h a t ' s  w h e n  t h e y  d e c i d e d ,  " Y o u  

k n o w ,  w e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  a g a i n s t  p o s s i b l e  t e r r o r i s t s . "  N o t  t h e y  

m e a n t  A l  Q u a e d a ,  o r  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ;  t h e y  w e r e  l o c a l  p e o p l e  t h a t  m i g h t  d e c i d e  

t h e y  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  g e t  r e v e n g e  f o r  o n e  t h i n g  o r  a n o t h e r .

H E N S O N :  A r e  t h e r e  - -  w a s  t h e r e  e v e r  a n y  p o i n t ,  a f t e r  y o u  c a m e  t o  C h i c a g o  a n d

t h e r e a f t e r ,  w h e r e  y o u  w o n d e r e d  w h e t h e r  y o u  m i g h t  w a n t  t o  d o  s o m e t h i n g  o t h e r  

t h a n  T V  w e a t h e r ?  L i k e  t e a c h  a t  U n i v e r s i t y  o r  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ,  o r . . . ?

V O L K M A N :  W e l l  I  n e v e r  f e l t  t h a t  I  c o u l d  g e t  u p  t o  t h a t  l e v e l ,  b e c a u s e  ( i n a u d i b l e )  h a v e  

t o  g o  b a c k  t o  s c h o o l  a n d  g e t  a  m a s t e r s ,  a t  l e a s t .  I  t a u g h t  a  l o t  i n  s c h o o l s ,  a n d  I  

l o v e  k i d s ,  a n d  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  I ' v e  d o n e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  s c h o o l s .  I ' v e  b e e n  t o  a l m o s t  

e v e r y  c o m m u n i t y  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  a n d ,  i n  f a c t ,  e v e n  a c r o s s  t h e  l i n e  i n  W i s c o n s i n ,  

M i c h i g a n ,  I n d i a n a .  A n d  I ' v e  t r a v e l e d  i n  a l m o s t  e v e r y  c o m m u n i t y  w i t h i n ,  s a y ,  a  

7 5 - m i l e  r a d i u s  o f  D o w n t o w n  C h i c a g o .  A n d  I  r u n  i n t o  p e o p l e  t o d a y ,  " Y o u  c a m e  

t o  m y  s c h o o l , "  o r ,  " Y o u  c a m e  t o  m y  g r a n d m o t h e r ' s  s c h o o l , "  p e o p l e  w i l l  t e l l  m e .  

( l a u g h t e r )  A n d ,  y o u  k n o w ,  I  r e a l i z e  t h a t  w h e r e  I  s t a r t e d ,  b e c a u s e  I  s t a r t e d  d o i n g  

t h i s  i n  O k l a h o m a  C i t y .  I n  1 9 5 2  I  w e n t  t o  a  s c h o o l  d o w n  t h e r e ,  a n d  t h e s e  k i d s  a r e  

i n  t h e i r  s i x t i e s ,  n o w ,  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  o n l y  t w e l v e  y e a r s  o l d  w h e n  I  w a s  w i t h  t h e m .  

S o  I  l o v e  t h e  l i v e  a u d i e n c e ,  w h e r e  y o u  c a n  s e e  t h e i r  f a c e s ,  y o u  c a n  h e a r  t h e i r  

q u e s t i o n s ,  y o u  c a n  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e m  i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  a n d  t h a t  m e a n s  a  l o t  t o  t h e m .  

A n d  i t  s t a r t e d ,  a  t r a d i t i o n ,  i t  s t a r t e d  b a c k  i n  O k l a h o m a ,  t h e y  s t a r t e d  g i v i n g  m e  

f l o w e r s .  A n d  I  u s e d  t o  g e t  a  f l o w e r  f o r  e v e r y  s c h o o l  I  w e n t  t o ,  a n d  t h e  p e o p l e  g o t  

s o  u s e d  t o  s e e i n g  m e  w i t h  f l o w e r s ,  t h e y  s t o p p e d  m e  o n  t h e  s t r e e t ,  a n d  s a y ,  

" W h e r e ' s  y o u r  f l o w e r ? "  A n d  s o m e t i m e s  t h e y 'd  g i v e  m e  a  b i g  t h i n g ,  l i k e  a  

c o r s a g e ,  a n d  t h e y ' d  - -  ( l a u g h t e r )  W h e n  t h e  g u y s  a s k ,  " W h e r e ' s  y o u r  c o r s a g e , "  y o u  

f e e l  l i k e  h e ' s  t e l l i n g ,  y o u  k n o w ,  t h a t  m a y b e  y o u ' r e  n o t  t o t a l l y  m a s c u l i n e  o r  

s o m e t h i n g .

H E N S  O N :  ( l  a u g h t e r )

V O L K M A N :  A n d  o n e  t i m e  I  w e n t  t o  ( l a u g h t e r )  W i s c o n s i n ,  a n d  I  s p o k e  t o  a  g r o u p  o f

w o r k e r s  f r o m  t h e  A m e r i c a n  M o t o r s  F a c t o r y  i n  K e n o s h a .  A n d  t h e y  w a n t e d  p e o p l e  

t o  k n o w ,  t h e n  I  w e n t  b a c k  o n  T V ,  t h a t  I 'd  b e e n  i n  t h e  h o m e  o f  A m e r i c a n  M o t o r s ,  

a n d  a l s o  i n  t h e  D a i r y  S t a t e .  S o  t h e y  g a v e  m e  a  m o d e l  o f  a  c a r  t o  p u t  o n  o n e  l a p e l ,  

a n d  a  c o w  t o  p u t  o n  t h e  o t h e r ,  s o  I  w e n t  o n  t h e  a i r  w e a r i n g  a  c a r  a n d  a  c o w .  

( l a u g h t e r )  A n d  I  s p o k e  t o  U . S .  S t e e l ,  o v e r  i n  G a r y ,  a  b u n c h  o f  e x e c u t i v e s ,  a n d  

t h e y  g i v e  m e  a  s t e e l  f l o w e r ,  a n d  I ' v e  s t i l l  g o t  t h a t ;  a l l  t h e  p e t a l s  a r e  b r i g h t ,  s h i n y  

s t e e l .  A n d  I ' v e  g o t t e n  s o m e  w e i r d  t h i n g s .  I ' v e  h a d  k n i t t e d  - -  w h e n  I  w a s  i n  

O k l a h o m a ,  I  w a s  h a v i n g  b a b i e s .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s  o f  t e l e v i s i o n ,  B o b ,  w e  w e r e  

l i k e  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  f a m i l y .  T e l e v i s i o n  w a s  s o  d i f f e r e n t ,  t h e n ,  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  s o  

n e w .  W h e n  p e o p l e  s a w  y o u  c o m e  o n  t h e  s c r e e n ,  t h e y 'd  s a y ,  " O h ,  t h e r e ' s  o l d  J o e , "  

o r  o l d  H a r r y ,  M a r y ,  w h a t e v e r .  A n d  w e  t a l k e d  a b o u t  o u r  f a m i l i e s ,  a n d  t h e y  k n e w  

w h a t  c l u b s  I  b e l o n g e d  t o ,  w h a t  c h u r c h  I  w e n t  t o ,  w h e r e  I  s h o p p e d ,  a n d  t h e n  a l l
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t h a t  s t u f f ,  b e c a u s e  o f  [ P a y o l a ] ,  a n d  s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t ,  a n d  t h e n  t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  a n d  

c o m p e t i t i o n ,  a n d  s t u d i e s ,  t h a t  s o r t  o f  f a d e d  a w a y ,  a n d  y o u  d i d n ' t  - -  i t  b e c a m e  

c o r n y ,  o r  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  b i g  c i t i e s .  B e c a u s e  y o u  d o n ' t  h a v e  

D a n  R a t h e r  c o m i n g  o n  n o w  a n d  s a y ,  " I  w e n t  t o  m y  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  t o n i g h t , "  o r  

s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  B u t  i n  t h o s e  d a y s  i t  w a s  a l l  v e r y  a p t ,  a n d  s o  p e o p l e  r e l a t e d  t o  

y o u ,  a n d  s o  - -  t h i s  i s  a  f u n n y  s t o r y  I  l i k e  t o  t e l l ,  a b o u t  i n  - -  I  t h i n k  i t  w a s  i n  

O k l a h o m a  C i t y .  I  h a d  a  h a b i t  o f  p u t t i n g  m y  h a n d  i n  m y  p o c k e t ,  m y  c o a t ,  l i k e  J a c k  

K e n n e d y ,  w h e n  h e  w a s  P r e s i d e n t ,  J F K ?  H e  w o u l d  d o  t h a t ,  a l l  t h e  t i m e  y o u 'd  s e e  

h i m  w i t h  h i s  h a n d  i n  h i s  p o c k e t  l i k e  t h i s ,  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  a  p e r s o n  w i l l  p i c k  u p  o n  

y o u r  h a b i t ;  t h e y ' l l  b e  w a t c h i n g  y o u  o n  t h e  s c r e e n ,  a n d  t h e y ' l l  n o t e  s o m e  

i d i o s y n c r a s y ,  a n d  a  l a d y  w r o t e  m e ,  s h e  s a i d ,  " D i d  y o u  k n o w  t h a t  y o u  p u t  y o u r  

h a n d  i n  y o u r  p o c k e t  f o r t y  t i m e s  l a s t  n i g h t  d u r i n g  t h e  p r o g r a m ? "  A n d  s h e  s a i d ,  

" H a v e  y o u r  w i f e  s e w  u p  t h a t  p o c k e t . "  S o  - -  a n d  s o  I  w e n t  h o m e  a n d  I  t o l d  m y  

w i f e  a b o u t  t h i s  - -  i t ' s  a  t r u e  s t o r y  - -  a n d  s h e  s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  l e t ' s  d o  s o m e t h i n g  f u n n y ,  

h e r e , "  s o  s h e  t o o k  s o m e  g r e a t  b i g  d a r n i n g  t h r e a d ,  a n d  I  w o r e  a  l i g h t - c o l o r e d  c o a t ,  

a n d  s h e  p u t  t h e s e  g r e a t  b i g  s t i t c h e s  i n  h e r e ,  s o  i t  w a s  v e r y  o b v i o u s .  A n d  s o  I  w e n t  

o u t  o n  t h e  s e t ,  a n d  I  s t a r t e d  t o  d o  t h e  w e a t h e r ,  a n d  I  s t a r t e d  t o  p u t  m y  h a n d  t h e r e ,  I  

s a i d ,  " O h ,  I  c a n ' t  d o  t h a t ;  m y  w i f e  s e w e d  u p  t h e  p o c k e t . "  W e l l ,  t h e  m a i l  c a m e  i n ,  

" Y o u  t e l l  y o u r  w i f e  t o  t a k e  t h o s e  s t i t c h e s  o u t  o f  t h a t  p o c k e t ,  a n d  i f  y o u  w a n t  t o  p u t  

y o u r  h a n d  i n  y o u r  p o c k e t ,  t h a t ' s  y o u ' r e  b u s i n e s s ,  y o u  c a n  d o  i t  a l l  y o u  w a n t . "  

( l a u g h t e r )  T h a t ' s  t h e  k i n d  o f  t h i n g  t h a t  I  - -  h a r d l y  a n y b o d y  w o u l d  g e t  a w a y  w i t h  

s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t  t o d a y .  A n d  t h e n ,  i n  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s ,  w e  h a d  a l l  k i n d s  o f  w a y s .  I  

m e n t i o n e d  g r e a s e  p e n c i l s ,  w e  s t a r t e d  w e  w e r e  w r i t i n g  w i t h  g r e a s e  p e n c i l ,  a n d  t h e n  

w e  w o u l d  g e t  C r a y o l a ,  s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  A n d  t h e n  w e  u s e d  c h a l k ,  a  l o t  o f  t h e  t i m e  

w e  h a d  c h a l k b o a r d s .  W e l l ,  I  w a s  f o r e v e r  b r e a k i n g  c h a l k .  W e l l ,  I  h a d  m o r e  c h a l k  

s e n t  t o  m e ,  f o r  p e o p l e  s a y ,  " H e r e ' s  s o m e  c h a l k , "  y o u  k n o w ,  " y o u  b r o k e  y o u r  

c h a l k , "  a n d  i t  f e l t  l i k e  t h e y ' r e  g o i n g  t o  r e s u p p l y  m e .

H E N S O N :  A  l o t  o f  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  '5 0 s  a l s o  u s e d  t h e  g l a s s  b o a r d s ,  r i g h t ,  w h e r e  t h e y  

w o u l d  w r i t e  o n  o n e  s i d e  o r  t h e  o t h e r .

V O L K M A N :  Y e a h .  A n d  L o l a  H a l l  ( s p ? ) ,  i n  O k l a h o m a  C i t y ,  w h o  w a s  G a r y  E n g l a n d ' s  

( s p ? )  p r e d e c e s s o r ,  u s e d  t o  w r i t e  o n  t h e  - -  b e h i n d  a  t r a n s p a r e n t  s c r e e n ,  a n d  t h e  

c a m e r a  r e v e r s e d  p o l a r i t y ,  s o  y o u 'd  t h i n k  i t  w o u l d  c o m e  o u t  b a c k w a r d s ,  b u t  t h e y  

r e v e r s e d  p o l a r i t y  i n  t h e  c a m e r a  s o  i t  c a m e  o u t  r i g h t ,  a n d  y o u ' d  s e e  h e r  s t a n d i n g  

b e h i n d  t h i s  g l a s s ,  t h e  p l e x i - g l a s s ,  d r a w i n g  o n  i t .  B u t  I  c a m e  o n  t h e r e ,  o n e  n i g h t ,  

a n d  m y  h a i r  w a s n ' t  c o m b e d  r i g h t ,  a n d  a  w o m a n  s e n t  m e  a  c o m b ,  s h e  s a i d ,  " H e r e ' s  

y o u  a  c o m b . "  ( l a u g h t e r )  A n d  t h e y  u s e d  t o  - -  w h e n  I  w a s  h a v i n g  b a b i e s ,  t h e y ' d  - 

t h e  w o m e n  w o u l d  k n i t  b o o t i e s ,  f o r  t h e  b a b i e s .  A n d  I  g o t ,  I  d o n ' t  k n o w  h o w  m a n y  

b o o t i e s  I  g o t  f o r  m y  f i r s t  s o n .  H e  c o u l d n ' t  w e a r  t h e m  a l l .  Y o u  k n o w ,  t h e y ' d  t a k e n  

t h e  t i m e  t o  d o  t h i s  s o r t  o f  t h i n g .  A n d  I  g o t  i n  t r o u b l e ,  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  w i t h  

e d i t o r i a l  c o m m e n t s ,  t h a t ' s  s o m e t h i n g  I  h a v e n ' t  d o n e  n o w  i n  a  l o n g ,  l o n g ,  t i m e ,  b u t  

b a c k  i n  1 9 5 2 ,  w h e n  w e  w e r e  i n  t h e  K o r e a n  W a r  a n d  I  w a s  w o r k i n g  i n  T u l s a ,  

b e f o r e  I  w e n t  t o  O k l a h o m a  C i t y ,  G e n e r a l  M a c A r t h u r  w a n t e d  t o  c h a s e  t h e  C h i n e s e  

o u t  o f  K o r e a ,  b a c k  a c r o s s  i n t o  C h i n a .  W e l l ,  T r u m a n  t h o u g h t  t h a t  w o u l d  g e t  u s  

i n t o  a  w o r l d  w a r ;  w e  c a n ' t  g o  t o  w a r  a g a i n s t  C h i n a ,  i t ' s  b a d  e n o u g h  w e ' r e  f i g h t i n g
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N o r t h  K o r e a n s .  W e l l ,  s o ,  M a c A r t h u r  w a s  g o i n g  t o  g o  a h e a d  a n d  d o  i t  a n y w a y .  

W e l l ,  T r u m a n  h a d  n o  o t h e r  r e c o u r s e  b u t  t o  f i r e  h i m ,  a n d  h e  w a s  a  v e r y  p o p u l a r  

s u p r e m e  A l l i e d  C o m m a n d e r  o v e r  t h e r e .  A n d  t h e  Tulsa Tribune, v e r y  

c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  r e a c t i o n a r y  n e w s p a p e r  i n  T u l s a ,  s t i l l  a  b i g  p a p e r  t h e r e ,  I  g u e s s ,  t h e  

e d i t o r  w a s  J e n k i n  L l o y d  J o n e s  ( s p ? ) ,  a n d  h e  w r o t e  a  f r o n t - p a g e  e d i t o r i a l  

c o n d e m n i n g  T r u m a n  f o r  f i r i n g  M a c A r t h u r ,  a n d  I  s o r t  o f  w e n t  a l o n g  w i t h  h i m ,  a n d  

I  w e n t  o n  t h e  a i r  a n d  I  s a i d ,  " T r u m a n  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  f i r e d ,  n o t  M a c A r t h u r , "  a n d  

o h ,  m y  g o s h ,  y o u  k n o w ,  t h a t  w a s  w a y  o u t  o f  l i n e ,  b u t  a n y w a y ,  I  h a d  o n e  w o m a n  

w r i t e  m e ,  I  c a n  r e m e m b e r ,  a n d  s h e  s a i d ,  " Y o u  w e n t  o u t  o n  a  l i m b ,  a n d  I  - - "

END OF TAPE 2, SIDE 1
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Interview of Harry Volkman

H E N S O N :  . . .  A u g u s t  2 7 t h ,  2 0 0 4 .

V O L K M A N :  T h e  t i m e  w a s  d u r i n g  t h e  m e e t i n g s  o f  t h e  S A L T  t a l k s ,  t h e  S t r a t e g i c  A r m s  

L i m i t a t i o n  T a l k s ,  I  t h i n k  i t  w a s  i n  t h e  - -  a b o u t  1 9 7 6 ,  a n d  t h e  W h i t e  H o u s e ,  t h e n ,  

w a s  o c c u p i e d  b y  G e r a l d  F o r d ,  t a k e n  o v e r  a f t e r  N i x o n ' s  r e s i g n e d .  A n d  G e r a l d  

F o r d  h a d  g o n e  t o  V l a d i v o s t o k  t o  t a l k  t o ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  B r e z h n e v .  O r ,  t h a t  m i g h t  h a v e  

b e e n  t h e  R u s s i a n  l e a d e r  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  A n d  I  w a s  s o  c o n c e r n e d .  W e  w e r e  s e n d i n g  

o u t  a  n e w s m a n  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  p e o p l e ;  J a c k  T a y l o r  w a s ,  I  w a s  o n  

C h a n n e l  9 ,  t h e n ,  i n  C h i c a g o ,  a n d  J a c k  T a y l o r  t a l k s  t o  t h e  p e o p l e .  H e  w o u l d  g o  

o u t  o n  t h e  s t r e e t s ,  a n d  s a y ,  " W h a t  d o  y o u  t h i n k  a b o u t  t h i s ,  t h a t ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  

t h i n g ,  o r  t h i s  p e r s o n . "  A n d  h e  a s k e d  t h e m  w h a t  t h e y  t h o u g h t  o f  t h e  S A L T  t a l k s .  

W e l l ,  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  h a d  n o  i d e a  w h a t  t h e  h e c k  h e  w a s  t a l k i n g  

a b o u t .  T h e y  d i d n ' t  - -  t h e y ' d  s a y ,  " I  d o n ' t  k n o w ,  I  u s e  s a l t  o n  m y  f o o d  a l l  t h e  t i m e , "  

b u t  S A L T  m e a n t  S t r a t e g i c  A r m s  L i m i t a t i o n  T r e a t y .  A n d  - -  b u t  I  w a s  a l a r m e d  o f  

t h e  i g n o r a n c e  o f  t h e  a v e r a g e  p e r s o n  o n  t h e  s t r e e t ,  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  t h e  v e r y  t h i n g  

t h a t ' d  a f f e c t e d  t h e  d e s t i n y  o f  o u r  c o u n t r y .  I f  t h e y  d o n ' t  k n o w  w h a t ' s  g o i n g  o n  o v e r  

t h e r e ,  I  s a i d ,  " T h i s  i s  a l a r m i n g ,  J a c k , "  b e c a u s e  h e  c a m e  t o  m e  a n d  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  

u s u a l  t a l k s ,  l i k e ,  " N o w  t o  f i n d  o u t  w h e t h e r  i t ' s  g o i n g  t o  r a i n  t o m o r r o w ,  w e  g o  t o  

H a r r y . "  T h e y  w o u l d  - -  s t a t i o n s  a r e  d i f f e r e n t ,  a n c h o r m e n  a r e  d i f f e r e n t ,  o r  

a n c h o r w o m e n ,  a n d  h e  s a i d ,  " W h a t  d o  y o u  t h i n k  o f  t h e  S A L T  t a l k s ,  H a r r y ? "  S o  

t h a t  j u s t  o p e n e d  t h e  g a t e s  f o r  m e .  A n d  i f  h e  k n e w  h o w  s t e a m e d  u p  I  w a s ,  y o u  

k n o w ,  I  h a d  t o  l e t  o f f  s t e a m  r i g h t  t h e r e ,  b e f o r e  I  g o t  i n t o  t h e  w e a t h e r .  I  s a i d ,  " I  a m  

a p p a l l e d  a t  t h e  i g n o r a n c e  t h a t  t h e  a v e r a g e  p e r s o n  o n  t h e  s t r e e t  d o e s n ' t  k n o w  t h a t , "

I  s a i d ,  " B y  t h e  w a y , "  I  s a i d ,  " P r e s i d e n t  F o r d ' s  o v e r  t h e r e ,  h e ' s  a b o u t  t o  s e l l  o u r  

c o u n t r y  d o w n  t h e  d r a i n ,  w e  o u g h t  t o  b e  o v e r  t h e r e  b o m b i n g  t h e  K r e m l i n . "  A n d  

t h e  a v a l a n c h e  o f  m a i l  t h a t  I  g o t  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  w h a t  I  h a d  s a i d ,  e v e n  f r o m  c o l l e g e  

p r e s i d e n t s ,  p o l i c e  c h i e f s ,  p e o p l e  s a i d  I  s h o u l d  r u n  f o r  P r e s i d e n t !  T h e y  w e r e  

o b v i o u s l y  a  l o t  o f  r i g h t - w i n g e r s  l i k e  I  g u e s s  I ' v e  b e e n  d e s c r i b e d  a s ,  a l t h o u g h  I 'm  

n o t  t h a t  e x t r e m e .  O n l y  o n e  l e t t e r ,  t h e  b o s s  s h o w e d  m e ,  s a i d  t h a t  I  s h o u l d  h a v e  

b e e n  y a n k e d  o f f  t h e  s e t  s c r e a m i n g ,  a n d  n o t  a l l o w e d  t o  e v e r  g o  b a c k .  ( l a u g h t e r )  

A n d  t h e y  s h o w e d  t h a t ,  h e  s a y s ,  " N o w ,  s e e ,  t h a t ' s  w h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  t h i n k . "  I  s a i d ,  

" B u t  d i d  y o u  h e a r  a b o u t  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  c o m m e n t s , "  b u t  t h e y  j u s t  w a n t e d  t o  c a u t i o n  

m e  n o t  t o  d o  t h a t  a g a i n .  A n d  s o  I  h a v e  d o n e  i t  i n f r e q u e n t l y  e n o u g h  t o  n o t  l o s e  m y  

j o b  - 

H E N S O N :  T h a t ' s  w h a t  h a p p e n e d ,  I  s u p p o s e ,  t o  T e x  Z a n f o n  ( s p ? )  i n  N e w  Y o r k . . .

V O L K M A N :  Y e a h ,  w e l l ,  I ' v e  n e v e r  g o t  o b s c e n e ,  I  n e v e r  g o t  i n t o  t h a t  k i n d  o f  t h i n g ,

b e c a u s e  I  k n o w  t h a t ' s  s t u p i d .  I  m e a n ,  I 'm  n o t  - -  s o m e  o f  t h e s e  s h o w s  w h e r e ,  y o u  

k n o w ,  a r e  l i k e  D J s ,  a n d  s o m e  o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e . . .  I  d o n ' t  e v e r  f o u n d  t h a t  n e c e s s a r y .  

B u t  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o ,  l i k e  I  h a v e  t r o u b l e  s o m e t i m e s  s t a y i n g  o u t  o f  p o l i t i c s  f r o m  

r e l i g i o n ,  i n  t h e  s e t t i n g s  w h e r e  I 'm  n o t  s u p p o s e d  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  t h o s e  t h i n g s .  A n d ,

TAPE 2, SIDE 2
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l i k e ,  i f  y o u ' r e  i n  m a s o n r y ,  y o u  d o n ' t  - -  w h e n  y o u ' r e  - -  y o u  d o n ' t  e v e r  t a l k  a b o u t  

t h o s e  t h i n g s ,  b e c a u s e  y o u  d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  g e t  u n d e r  d i s c u s s i o n s  a n d  a r g u m e n t s .  S o  -

H E N S O N :  W e r e  y o u  e v e r  p r e s s u r e d  b y  a  s t a t i o n ,  t o  s a y  s o m e t h i n g  y o u  d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  

i n ,  o r  t o . . . ?

V O L K M A N :  I ' v e  n e v e r  b e e n  p r e s s u r e d  b y  s t a t i o n s  t o  d o  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ,  e i t h e r  - -  I  

m e a n ,  t h e y  j u s t  a s s u m e  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  n o t .  I  m e a n ,  i f  y o u ' r e  m a t u r e ,  o r  y o u ' r e  

p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  i f  y o u ' v e  g o t  s e n s e ,  y o u  s h o u l d  k n o w ,  y o u  k n o w ,  y o u  s h o u l d n ' t  g e t  

i n v o l v e d  i n  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t ,  b e c a u s e  t h a t ' s  n o t  w h y  y o u ' r e  t h e r e .  B u t  i f  y o u ' r e  a  

p e r s o n a l i t y ,  p e o p l e  w i l l  a c c e p t  a  l o t  o f  t h i n g s ,  i f  a  f e w  t h i n g s  s l i p  o u t  e v e r y  n o w  

a n d  t h e n ,  y o u  c a n ' t  h e l p  - -  b u t  p e o p l e ,  s o m e t i m e s ,  w i l l  e v e n  t r y  t o  r e a d  y o u r  

e x p r e s s i o n ,  w i t h o u t  y o u  s a y i n g  a n y t h i n g ,  t h e y ' l l  s a y ,  " I  c a n  t e l l  b y  t h e  w a y  y o u  

l o o k , "  l i k e  t h e y  u s e d  t o  s a y  t o  o n e  o f  o u r  a n c h o r m e n ,  " t h a t  y o u  h a t e  t h e  M a y o r ,  

b e c a u s e  y o u  h a v e  t h i s  l o o k  o n  y o u r  f a c e  w h e n  y o u  m e n t i o n e d  h i s  n a m e  t h a t  s h o w s  

y o u  r e a l l y  h a t e  h i m . "  A n d  I  h a d  a  w o m a n ,  o n e  t i m e ,  s a y i n g  t h a t ,  s h e  p r o b a b l y  

t h o u g h t  I  r e a l l y  h a t e  p e o p l e ,  b e c a u s e  - -  b u t  t h e n  s h e  s a w  m e  a t  a  s c h o o l ,  a n d  a  

p h o t o g r a p h e r  w e n t  t o  t a k e  a  p i c t u r e  o f  m e ,  s m i l i n g  a t  s o m e  s c h o o l c h i l d r e n ,  s h e  

s a i d ,  " I 'v e  g o t  t o  c h a n g e  m y  m i n d ,  I  t h i n k  y o u  m u s t  r e a l l y  l i k e  t h e m . "  A n d  s o  t h a t  

c a n  b e  v e r y  i n s u l t i n g ,  b u t  t h e n ,  y o u  d o n ' t  k n o w  h o w  t h e y ' r e  g o i n g  t o  i n t e r p r e t  y o u r  

e x p r e s s i o n s ,  f a c e  o r  v e r b a l ,  w h a t e v e r .

H E N S O N :  I s  t h a t ,  p e r h a p s ,  b e c a u s e  y o u  k e p t  a  f a i r l y  s e r i o u s  a p p r o a c h  t o w a r d  t h e  

w e a t h e r ?

V O L K M A N :  Y e a h ,  b u t  y o u  d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  b e  l i k e  - -  I  d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  m e n t i o n  a n y  n a m e s ,  

b u t  w e  h a d  a  f e l l a  h e r e  i n  t h i s  t o w n ,  t h a t  t h e  a d r e n a l i n e  r e a l l y  r a n  w h e n  h e  h a d  a  

b i g  s t o r m  t o  t a l k  a b o u t ,  a n d  h e  - -  p e o p l e  d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h a t ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  t h i n k  h e  

l o v e d  a d v e r s e  w e a t h e r ,  a n d  h e  a d m i t t e d  t o  t h a t ,  h e  s a i d ,  " M a k e s  t h e  a d r e n a l i n e  

r u n ,  y o u  k n o w ,  w h e n  I 'v e  g o t  a  b i g  s t o r m  t o  t a l k  a b o u t , "  a n d  s o  t h e y ' v e  t o l d  m e  

t h e y  l i k e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I ' v e  n e v e r  e x a g g e r a t e d  a n d  o v e r p l a y e d . . .  S e e ,  i n  o u r  

b u s i n e s s ,  a n d  t h e  w e a t h e r  p e o p l e  k n o w  t h i s ,  t h e  p r o d u c e r s  l o v e  t o  h a v e  e x c i t i n g  

s t o r i e s .  T h e y  d o n ' t  w a n t  e v e r y  d a y  t o  b e  p a r t l y  c l o u d y  w i t h  l i t t l e  c h a n g e  i n  

t e m p e r a t u r e ,  t h e y  w a n t  a  s t o r m  w a r n i n g .  I ' v e  h a d  p e o p l e  c a l l  a n d  s a y ,  " W h y  d o  

y o u  p l a y  u p  t h e s e  s t o r m s  w h e n  a l l  w e  h a v e  i s  f l u r r i e s ? "  I  s a y ,  " I  d o n ' t  d o  t h a t , "  I  

s a i d ,  " t h a t ' s  m a n a g e m e n t ;  t h a t ' s  t h e  p r o d u c e r s .  T h e y  w a n t  t h a t . "

H E N S O N :  H o w  d o  t h e y  a c c o m p l i s h  t h a t ,  i f  y o u ' r e  n o t  w a n t i n g  t o  h i d e  t h e  - -  i s  i t  t h e  

w a y  t h e y  - -

V O L K M A N :  ( o v e r l a p p i n g  d i a l o g u e ;  i n a u d i b l e )  I  m e a n ,  l i t e r a l l y ,  I  w a s  t o l d  t h i s  o n e  

t i m e .  T h e y  d e c i d e  t h e  w e a t h e r .  L i k e ,  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g ,  t h e y  h a v e  t h e  n e w s  

m e e t i n g s ,  a  l o t  o f  s t a t i o n s ,  y o u  s i t  d o w n ,  i t ' s  l i k e  a  c o n f e r e n c e .  " W h a t ' s  t h e  b i g  

s t o r y  t o d a y , "  a s  f a r  a s  t h e y  k n o w ;  y o u  n e v e r  k n o w  a b o u t  s t u f f ,  w h a t ' s  g o i n g  t o  

b r e a k  o u t ,  b u t ,  y o u  k n o w ,  " L o o k s  l i k e  t h e r e ' s  a  m a j o r  s t o r m  h e a d i n g  t h i s  w a y ,  s o
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w e ' l l  m a k e  t h a t  t h e  t o p  s t o r y  t o n i g h t . "  A n d  t h e  a n c h o r s  w i l l  s a y ,  " A  m a j o r  s t o r m  

i s  a p p r o a c h i n g  t h e  C h i c a g o  a r e a ,  a n d  h e r e  t o  t e l l  u s  h o w  m a n y  i n c h e s  w e ' r e  g o i n g  

t o  h a v e ,  h e r e ' s  o u r  m e t e o r o l o g i s t  H a r r y  V o l k m a n . "  A n d  I  c a m e  o n  o n e  n i g h t ,  a n d  

s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  i t ' s  n o t  g o i n g  t o  b e  t o o  b a d ,  m a y b e  w e ' l l  g e t  a  c o u p l e  i n c h e s . "  A n d  I  

w a s  t o l d  t h a t  t h e  p r o d u c e r s  a r e  s w e a r i n g  a t  m e  i n  t h e  c o n t r o l  r o o m ,  s a y i n g ,  

" D a m n e d  H a r r y  V o l k m a n ,  b e c a u s e  h e ' s  n o t  g o i n g  a l o n g  w i t h  w h a t  t h e y ' r e  s a y i n g ,  

a n d  h e ' s  s a b o t a g i n g  o u r  e f f o r t s  t o  b u i l d  t h e  r a t i n g s , "  a n d  t h e y  - -  I  t o l d  t h i s  t o  a  

n e w s p a p e r  r e p o r t e r ,  a n d  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  t h e n  p u t  i t  i n  t h e  p a p e r .  M a n a g e m e n t  

c a m e  a t  m e ,  v e r y  a n g r y ,  s a y i n g ,  " W e ' v e  p a i d  y o u  b i g  b u c k s  t o  d o  t h i s ,  a n d  y o u  

c o m e  o n  a n d  s a y  t h a t .  W h y  d o  y o u  t a l k  t o  t h e s e  n e w s p a p e r s ? "  I  s a y ,  " B e c a u s e  

t h e y  c a l l  m e . "  T h e y  s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  t u r n  t h e  c a l l  o v e r  t o  u s . "  I  s a y ,  " W e l l ,  b u t  t h e y  

d i d n ' t  c a l l  y o u . "

H E N S  O N :  ( l  a u g h t e r )

V O L K M A N :  ( c o u g h s )  S o r r y  a b o u t  t h i s .  B u t  t h i s  i s  w h a t  y o u  f a c e  w i t h  y o u r  i n t e g r i t y ,  a s  

a  m e t e o r o l o g i s t ,  t r y i n g  t o  b e  a  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  r e p o r t e r .  Y o u  c a n ' t  l e t  t h e m  l u r e  y o u  

i n t o  m a k i n g  s o m e t h i n g  o u t  o f  n o t h i n g .  ( i n a u d i b l e )  I  k i d  t h e m ;  I  s a y ,  " W e l l ,  w e 'v e  

g o t  o u r  f i r s t  f l u r r y ,  a r e  y o u  g o i n g  t o  h a v e  t e a m  c o v e r a g e  o f  t h i s  t o n i g h t ?  I n  o t h e r  

w o r d s ,  a r e  y o u  g o i n g  t o  s e n d  r e p o r t e r s  o u t  a l l  o v e r  t o w n ,  s t a n d i n g  o n  t h e  

o v e r p a s s ,  a n d  s a y ,  " H e r e  a r e  t h e  f i r s t  f l a k e s !  I t ' s  s t a r t i n g  n o w  a l r e a d y ! " "  Y o u  

k n o w ,  a n d  i t ' s  j u s t  b a r e l y ,  y o u  c a n  j u s t  b a r e l y  s e e  a  f e w  f l a k e s  i n  t h e  l i g h t s .  A n d  

t h a t ' s  n o  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  i t ' s  g o i n g  t o  b e  a  b i g  s t o r m .  B u t  t h e y  w a n t  t h a t .  B e c a u s e  

t h e y  l e a d  w i t h  i t .  A n d  t h e y  w a n t  w e a t h e r  t o  b e  - -  a n d  w e  k n o w  h o w  i m p o r t a n t  i t  

i s ;  t h e  s t a t i o n  t h a t  g i v e s  g o o d  w e a t h e r  c o v e r a g e  i s  g o i n g  t o  g e t  g o o d  r a t i n g s .

H E N S O N :  A n d  t h a t ' s  s o m e t h i n g  - -  h a s  t h a t  c h a n g e d  o r  e v o l v e d  s i n c e  y o u ' v e  b e e n  

d o i n g  T V ?

V O L K M A N :  I  t h i n k  i t  m a y  h a v e  c a l m e d  d o w n ;  i t ' s  n o t  a s  m u c h  a s  i t  - -  b u t  i t  s t i l l  i s  v e r y  

i m p o r t a n t ,  a n d  t h e y  s t i l l  o v e r p l a y  i t ,  b e c a u s e ,  I  m e a n ,  w h e n  y o u  g e t  i n t o  

N o v e m b e r ,  a n d  i t ' s  b e e n  m o n t h s  a n d  m o n t h s  s i n c e  w e ' v e  h a d  a  f l a k e  o f  s n o w ,  a n d  

t h e  w i n t e r ' s  c o m i n g ,  h e r e  w e  g o  a g a i n ,  i t ' s  s o m e t h i n g  t o  m a k e  p e o p l e  p e r k  u p  a n d  

t a k e  n o t i c e ,  b e c a u s e  - 

H E N S O N :  A n d  N o v e m b e r  i s  S w e e p s  m o n t h ,  a l s o ,  r i g h t ?

V O L K M A N :  Y e a h ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  A n d  i t  i m p a c t s  - -  a  b i g  c i t y  l i k e  t h i s ,  a l l  t h e s e  h u n d r e d s  

o f  t h o u s a n d s ,  m a y b e  m i l l i o n s  o f  c o m m u t e r s ,  i n d u s t r y ,  y o u  k n o w ,  t h e  a i r l i n e s ,  i t  - 

g r a n t e d ,  i t ' s  a  m a j o r  s t o r y  a n d  a  m a j o r  i m p a c t ,  b u t  f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n ,  i t  s h o u l d n ' t  b e  

o v e r p l a y e d ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e  h a n d l e d  a s  s t r a i g h t  a s  p o s s i b l e .  I  m e a n ,  i f  - -  o n e  f e l l a  

c a m e  o n ,  o n e  t i m e ,  a n d  t h i s  w a s  a  b i g  s t o r m  c o m i n g .  H e  s a i d ,  " W e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  g e t  

a t  l e a s t  s i x  i n c h e s ,  o r  t w i c e  t h a t  m u c h ,  o r  t h r e e  t i m e s  t h a t  m u c h ,  o r  f o u r  t i m e s  t h a t  

m u c h ,  o r  f i v e  t i m e s  t h a t  m u c h . "  I  t h o u g h t ,  " H o w  c a n  y o u  m i s s ? "  W e l l ,  w e  

a c t u a l l y  d i d  g e t  2 0  i n c h e s .  A n d  t h e n ,  o n e  o f  t h e  r e p o r t e r s ,  o n e  o f  t h e  c o l u m n i s t s ,  

i n  t h e  p a p e r s ,  s a i d ,  " H e  w a s  t h e  o n l y  o n e  t h a t  g o t  i t  r i g h t . "  W e l l ,  h o w  c a n  y o u  n o t
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g e t  i t  r i g h t  i f  y o u  - -  S v e r r e  P e t t e r s s e n ,  i n  o n e  o f  h i s  b o o k s ,  s a y s ,  " I f  y o u  d o n ' t  

k n o w  w h a t  t o  s a y ,  o r  w h a t  t o  f o r e c a s t ,  j u s t  c o u c h  t h e  t e r m i n o l o g y  o f  t h e  f o r e c a s t  

i n  v a g u e  g e n e r a l i t i e s . "  I  m e a n  - 

H E N S O N :  P e t t e r s s e n  s a i d  - - ?

V O L K M A N :  J u s t  s a v e  y o u r  n e c k ,  y o u  k n o w ,  ' m i g h t  s n o w  t o d a y . '  I  h a d  a  k i d  w r i t e  m e  

o n e  t i m e ,  a n d  I  t h o u g h t  t h i s  w a s ,  h e  s a i d ,  " I f  y o u  d o n ' t  k n o w ,  a s  t h e y  s a y ,  a s k  y o u  

h o w  m u c h  i t ’ s  g o i n g  t o  s n o w ,  j u s t  c o m e  o n  a n d  s a y ,  " W e ' l l  s e e . " "

H E N S  O N :  ( l  a u g h t e r )

V O L K M A N :  ( l a u g h t e r )  B u t  y o u  c a n ' t  g e t  o u t  t h e r e  a n d  s a y  t h a t .  A n d  t h e n  I  h a d  a

w o m a n  w r i t e  m e ,  o n e  t i m e ,  s h e  s a i d ,  " W h y  d o  y o u  b o t h e r  t o  e v e n  s a y ,  a n  a m o u n t ,  

o r  h o w  m u c h  t h i s  - -  w h y  d o n ' t  y o u  j u s t  d o  w h a t  I  d o ?  J u s t  w a k e  u p  a n d  b e  

s u r p r i s e d ? "  ( l a u g h t e r )

H E N S O N :  ( l a u g h t e r )  W e l l ,  l e t  m e  a s k  y o u  t h i s ,  H a r r y  - -

V O L K M A N :  A n d  a n o t h e r  g u y  s a i d  t o  m e ,  " W h y  d o  y o u  b o t h e r  w i t h  a  f i v e - d a y  f o r e c a s t ,  

w h y  d o n ' t  y o u  j u s t  t r y  t o  g e t  t o m o r r o w  r i g h t ? "  S o ,  y o u  s e e ,  y o u  c a n  g e t  - -  y o u  

c o u l d  l e t  t h a t  s t u f f  b o t h e r  y o u  a  l o t .

H E N S O N :  Y e a h .

V O L K M A N :  O n e  t i m e  a  w o m a n  c a l l e d  m e ,  a n d  c r i t i c i z e d  m e  s t r o n g l y  f o r  e n c o u r a g i n g  

h e r  d a u g h t e r  t o  g o  i n t o  m e t e o r o l o g y .  B e c a u s e ,  s h e  s a i d ,  s h e  w e n t  t h r o u g h ,  s h e  g o t  

a  d e g r e e ,  a n d  t h e n  s h e  s a i d ,  w h e n  s h e  g o t  o u t ,  s h e  r e a l i z e d  s h e  d i d n ' t  k n o w  h o w  t o  

f o r e c a s t ,  s h e  s t i l l  d i d n ' t  k n o w  h o w  t o  f o r e c a s t ,  a n d  s h e  s a i d ,  " M y  d a u g h t e r  i s  v e r y  

u n h a p p y ,  a n d  i t ' s  y o u r  f a u l t .  B e c a u s e  y o u  m a d e  i t  s o u n d  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  a n d  s h e  w e n t  

i n t o  t h a t , "  a n d  s h e  s a i d ,  " D o n ' t  e n c o u r a g e  w o m e n  t o  g o  i n t o  w e a t h e r . "  A n d  

a n o t h e r  t i m e  a  w o m a n  t o l d  m e  t h i s :  i n  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s ,  t h e r e  w e r e  v e r y  f e w  w o m e n  

i n  w e a t h e r .  I  c a n  r e m e m b e r  t h e  f i r s t  b r o a d c a s t  c o n f e r e n c e  w h e r e  t h e  f i r s t  w o m a n  

w a s  t h e r e ,  i t  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  a  w o m a n  f r o m  L o u i s v i l l e ,  K e n t u c k y ,  V i r g i n i a . . .

H E N S O N :  M a r c i a  Y o k e y  ( s p ? ) ?

V O L K M A N :  I  t h i n k  s h e  w a s  o u t  o f  L o u i s v i l l e . . .  V i r g i n i a ,  c a n  y o u  r e m e m b e r  t h a t

w o m a n . . . .  a n y w a y ,  s h e  s t o o d  u p  - -  a n d  w e  w e r e  t a l k i n g  i n  t h i s  o n e  s e s s i o n .  W h a t  

d o  w e  s a y  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  w h e n  w e ' r e  w r o n g .  D o  w e  a p o l o g i z e ?  W h a t  d o  w e  s a y ?  

A n d  s h e  s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  I , "  a n d  s h e  w a s  t h e  o n l y  w o m a n  t h e r e ,  a n d  s h e  v o l u n t e e r e d ,  

s h e  s a i d ,  " I  n e v e r  a p o l o g i z e , "  s h e  s a y s ,  " b e c a u s e  I  n e v e r  m a k e  a  b a d  f o r e c a s t ,  i t ' s  

o n l y  t h a t  t h e  w e a t h e r  c h a n g e d . "  N o w ,  i s n ' t  t h a t  u n u s u a l  l o g i c ?  I  d o n ' t  k n o w  i f  

y o u  c a l l  i t  l o g i c  o r  n o t ,  b u t  I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  w o u l d  f l o c k  t o o  m u c h  - -  b u t  a n y w a y ,  

a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  t o l d  m e ,  w h o  w a s  a  t e a c h e r  i n  a  s c h o o l ,  a n d  I  t h i n k  s h e ' s  a  w o m a n ,  

a n d  s h e  s a i d ,  " Y o u  k n o w ,  o n e  o f  t h e  r e a s o n s , "  - -  s h e  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  j o k i n g
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a b o u t  t h i s ,  b u t  y o u  n e v e r  k n o w .  B u t  s h e  s a i d ,  " D o  y o u  k n o w  w h y  w o m e n  d o n ' t  

g o  i n t o  w e a t h e r ? "  A n d  I  s a i d ,  " G i v e  m e  a n  a n s w e r ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  w h o l e  A M S  

w o u l d  l i k e  t o  k n o w  t h i s . "  S h e  s a i d ,  " B e c a u s e  w o m e n  a l w a y s  w a n t  t o  b e  r i g h t . "  

N o w  t h a t ' s  s o m e t h i n g  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t .  I 'm  n o t  s u r e  i f  t h a t ' s  t r u e ,  i n  o t h e r  w o r d s  a  

m a n  d o e s n ' t  m i n d  b e i n g  w r o n g ,  b u t  - -  n o n e  o f  u s  l i k e  t o  b e  w r o n g ,  b u t  y o u  d o n ' t  

w a n t  i t  p o i n t e d  o u t  a l l  t h e  t i m e ,  b u t  i t ' s  s o m e t h i n g  y o u  a l w a y s  t h i n k  a b o u t ,  a n d  

y o u  s o r t  o f  l i k e  h o p e  t h a t  t h e y  w o n ' t  r e m e m b e r ,  b u t  t h e  a v e r a g e  p e r s o n  r e a l l y  

d o e s n ' t  r e m e m b e r  w h a t  y o u  s a i d ,  a n d  a l s o  t h e y  d o n ' t  k n o w  w h a t  c h a n n e l  t h e y  

w e r e  w a t c h i n g .  I ' v e  h a d  p e o p l e  o n  t h e  s t r e e t  c o m e  u p  t o  m e ,  I  d o n ' t  k n o w  h o w  

m a n y  t i m e s ,  a n d  s a y ,  " W h e r e ' s  t h a t  s n o w  y o u  f o r e c a s t e d  l a s t  n i g h t ? "  I  s a y ,  " I  

n e v e r  p r e d i c t e d  s n o w . "  A n d  t h e n  t h e y  t h i n k  t h a t  w e ' r e  a l l  s a y i n g  t h e  s a m e  t h i n g .  

T h e y  s o m e t i m e s  t h i n k  t h a t  a l l  t h e  c h a n n e l s  g e t  i t  f r o m  o n e  s o u r c e ,  a n d  t h e y  d o n ' t  

a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  N B C ,  C B S ,  A B C ,  a n d  F O X ,  a n d  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  - -  t h e y  

m a y  a l l  h a v e  d i f f e r e n t  f o r e c a s t s .  A n d  n o w ,  f r e q u e n t l y ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  c a s e ,  b e c a u s e  

l i k e  i n  t h i s  m a r k e t ,  y o u  c a n ' t  h e a r  t h e  o f f i c i a l  f o r e c a s t  o u t  o f  m o s t  o t h e r  m e d i a .  

'C a u s e  y o u  - -  t h e y  c o m e  u p  w i t h  J o e ' s  F i v e - D a y ,  M a r y ' s  F i v e - D a y ,  S a m 's  S e v e n -  

D a y ,  w h a t e v e r .  A n d  m i n e  i s  o n  i t  a s  H a r r y ' s  S e v e n - D a y  O u t l o o k .  S o  w h a t ' s  t h e  

p u b l i c  t o  b e l i e v e ?  A n d  t h e  c o m p l a i n t s  a r e ,  s o m e t i m e s ,  w e  j u s t  d o n ' t  w a n t  t o ,  a l l  

t h o s e  e x p l a n a t i o n s ,  w e  j u s t  w a n t  t o  k n o w  i f  i t ' s  g o i n g  t o  r a i n  t o m o r r o w .  A n d  I 'v e  

h a d  e v e r y  c o m p l a i n t  t h a t ' s  p o s s i b l e ,  l i k e ,  i f  I  m e n t i o n  t o o  m a n y  o t h e r  p l a c e s ,  t h e y  

s a y ,  " W e  d o n ' t  l i v e  i n  P o c a t e l l o ,  I d a h o ;  w e  w a n t  t o  k n o w  a b o u t  C h i c a g o . "  A n d  

t h e n  i f  y o u  c o n c e n t r a t e  t o o  m u c h  o n  t h e  l o c a l  a r e a ,  t h e y ' l l  s a y ,  " Y o u  k n o w ,  I  c a n  

l o o k  o u t  t h e  w i n d o w  a n d  s e e  w h a t ' s  g o i n g  o n  h e r e ,  b u t  I ' v e  g o t  a  s i s t e r  u p  i n  

S y r a c u s e ,  N e w  Y o r k ,  a n d  y o u  n e v e r  m e n t i o n  S y r a c u s e . "  A n d  t h e y  b e l i e v e  w h a t  

t h e y  w a n t  t o  b e l i e v e ;  t h i s  i s  a n o t h e r  t h i n g .  I  h a d  a  g u y  c a l l  m e ,  o n e  t i m e ,  a n d  s a y ,  

" I 'm  g o i n g  h u n t i n g  o v e r  i n  M i c h i g a n ,  a n d  I  h e a r  i t ' s  s u p p o s e d  t o  s n o w , "  h e  s a y s ,  

" I t  i s n ' t  g o i n g  t o  s n o w ,  i s  i t ? "  T h e y ' l l  s a y  s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t .  T h e y  w i l l  s a y  w h a t  t h e y  

w a n t  y o u  t o  s a y ,  a n d  I ' l l  s a y ,  I  t o l d  t h i s  o n e  g u y ,  " I t ' s  g o i n g  t o  s n o w ,  i t ' s  g o i n g  t o  

s n o w  q u i t e  a  l o t . "  H e  s a y s ,  " W e l l ,  y o u ' v e  b e e n  w r o n g  b e f o r e . "

H E N S  O N :  ( l  a u g h t e r )

V O L K M A N :  ( l a u g h t e r )  S o  t h e  g u y  g o e s  a n y w a y ,  b e c a u s e  i f  a  p e r s o n  i s  d e t e r m i n e d  

t h e y ' r e  g o i n g  t o  g o ,  t h e y ' l l  j u s t  g o  c o m e  h e l l  o r  h i g h  w a t e r .  A n d  t h i s  g u y  w e n t ,  

a n d  h e  g o t  s t u c k  i n  t h e  s n o w  o v e r  t h e r e ,  a n d  h e  c o m e s  b a c k  a n d  h e  s a i d ,  " W h y  

d i d n ' t  y o u  t e l l  m e  i t  w a s  g o i n g  t o  b e  t h a t  b a d ? "  I  s a i d ,  " I  d i d ,  I  d i d  t e l l  y o u ,  b u t  

y o u  d i d n ' t  w a n t  t o  b e l i e v e  m e ! " A n d  t h e n ,  t h i s  i s  s t i l l  a n o t h e r  o n e .  T h i s  g u y  g o e s  

u p  h u n t i n g ,  u p  i n  O n t a r i o ,  a n d  h e  c a l l s  h i s  w i f e  a n d  s a y s ,  " I  c a n ' t  g e t  b a c k ,  t h e r e ' s  

t o o  m u c h  s n o w  u p  h e r e ,  I 'm  m a r o o n e d  u p  h e r e . "  H i s  w i f e  c a l l s  m e ,  a n d  s a y s ,  " I s  

i t  r e a l l y  s n o w i n g  u p  t h e r e ? "  B e c a u s e  s h e  d o e s n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  h e ' s  r e a l l y  s t u c k  i n  

t h e  s n o w ,  s h e  t h i n k s  h e  j u s t  w a n t s  a n  e x c u s e  t o  s t a y  a w a y  f o r  a  w h i l e .  S o  s h e ' s  

a s k i n g  m e  t o  v e r i f y  t h a t  i t  s n o w e d  u p  t h e r e ,  s o ,  y o u  k n o w ,  I  h a v e  t o  t a k e  t h e  F i f t h  

o r  s o m e t h i n g ,  b e c a u s e  I  d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  g e t  h i m  i n  t r o u b l e ,  b u t  I  t r y  t o  b e  a s  h o n e s t  

a s  I  c a n ,  b u t  y o u ' r e  g o i n g  t o  g e t  a l l  k i n d s  o f  c a l l s  a b o u t  w e d d i n g s  a n d  f i s h i n g  t r i p s  

a n d  c o n f i r m a t i o n s  a n d  a l l  t h a t  k i n d  o f  s t u f f .  E v e n  l e g a l  c a s e s ,  t h a t ' s  w h y  w e  h a v e  

f o r e n s i c  m e t e o r o l o g y .  L i k e ,  " W a s  i t  r e a l l y  f o g g y  o n  t h a t  d a y  I  h a d  a n  a c c i d e n t ? "
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A n d  s o  t h e y ' l l  - -  s o m e t i m e s  p e o p l e  w a n t  y o u  t o  g o  t o  c o u r t  a n d  t e s t i f y  t h a t  t h e  

v i s i b i l i t y  w a s  r e s t r i c t e d  a n d  a l l  t h e  s t r e e t s  w e r e  w e t  o r  i c y .

H E N S O N :  B u t  y o u ' v e  n e v e r  d o n e  t h a t ,  r i g h t ?

V O L K M A N :  N o ,  I ' v e  a n s w e r e d  s o m e  l e t t e r s  b y  m a i l ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  a n o t h e r  w h o l e  a s p e c t  o f  

t h i s  b u s i n e s s ,  w h i c h  I  g u e s s  s o m e  p e o p l e  d e l v e  i n t o .

H E N S O N :  N o w ,  h a v e  y o u  e v e r  h a v e  c o n s u l t a n t s  t e l l i n g  y o u ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h i n g s  t o  

c h a n g e  a b o u t  y o u r  w e a t h e r  t e s t s ?

V O L K M A N :  C o n s u l t a n t s  i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  t o  t e l l  m e  - -

H E N S O N :  T V  c o n s u l t a n t s ,  l i k e  p e o p l e  t h a t  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  s t a t i o n s  t o  - -

V O L K M A N :  O h  y e a h .  O h ,  t h e y ' r e  t h e  b a n e  o f  a  l o t  o f  u s  i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  

c o m e  i n  a n d  t r y  t o  c o m p l e t e l y  r e v i s e  t h e  w a y  y o u ' v e  b e e n  d o i n g  i t ,  a n d  t h e y  w a n t  

y o u  t o  - -  n o b o d y  w a n t s  t o  k n o w  t h i s ,  t h a t ,  o r  t h e  o t h e r  t h i n g .  I  s t a r t e d  g i v i n g  l a k e  

l e v e l s  b a c k  i n  t h e  s i x t i e s ,  a n d  o u r  r a t i n g s  w e r e n ' t  t o o  g r e a t .  S o m e  c o n s u l t a n t  s a i d ,  

" N o b o d y ' s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  l a k e  l e v e l s . "  W e l l ,  s o m e t i m e s ,  i t  m a y  b e  p a r t i a l l y  y o u r  

f a u l t  t h a t  y o u ' r e  n o t  p r e s e n t i n g  i t  t h e  r i g h t  w a y ,  b u t  a t  t h e  t i m e  w e  w e r e  h a v i n g  

c r i t i c a l l y  l o w  l e v e l s  o f  t h e  G r e a t  L a k e s ,  a n d  t h i s  i s  a  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r ,  t o  k e e p  

i n  t o u c h  w i t h  t h e  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  a n d  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d ,  a n d  a r e  t h e s e  l a k e  l e v e l s  g o i n g  

t o  - -  y o u  k n o w ,  p e o p l e  c a n ' t  g e t  t h e i r  b o a t s  i n  t h e  w a t e r ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  l e v e l  i s  o u t  s o  

f a r .  B u t  i f  y o u  j u s t  b l a n d l y  c o m e  o n  a n d  s a y ,  " T h e  l a k e  l e v e l  i s  5 7 9 . 8  f e e t  t o d a y , "  

t h e y ' r e  n o t  g o i n g  t o  b e  t u n e d  i n t o  t h a t ,  b u t  i f  - -  s o  y o u ' v e  g o t  - -  s o m e t i m e s  a  

c r i t i c i s m  i s  g o o d  f o r  y o u ,  b e c a u s e  i t  m e a n s  t h a t  y o u  n e e d  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  h o w  

y o u ' r e  p r e s e n t i n g  t h i s  d a t a .  A n d  - -  l i k e ,  o n e  t i m e ,  I  h a d  a  l o t  o f  a v i a t i o n  p e o p l e  

s a y ,  " C o m e  o n ,  g i v e  u s  s o m e  m o r e  a v i a t i o n  w e a t h e r ;  w e  w a n t  t o  k n o w  a b o u t  

c e i l i n g s  a n d  v i s i b i l i t i e s . "  A n d  o n e  w e a t h e r  g u y ,  w h o  h a d  t h e  t o p  r a t i n g s ,  h e  

r i d i c u l e d  t h a t ,  h e  s a y s ,  " Y o u r  r a t i n g s  c o u l d  g o  u p  m a y b e  o n e  p o i n t  b y  g i v i n g  t h e  

h e i g h t  o f  t h e  c e i l i n g , "  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  a r e n ' t  t h a t  m a n y  p e o p l e  i n t e r e s t e d  i f  i t ' s  4 0 0  

f e e t  o r  3 , 0 0 0  o r  w h a t e v e r .  S o  y o u  c a n  w o r k  t h a t  s t u f f  i n  s l o w l y  a n d  c a r e f u l l y .  

N o w ,  t h e r e  w a s  a  b i g  p u s h  t o  g o  t o  C e l s i u s ,  a  n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s  a g o ,  r e m e m b e r  

w h e n  w e  h a d  t h a t ? "

H E N S O N :  M i d - s e v e n t i e s ,  l a t e  s e v e n t i e s ?

V O L K M A N :  I 'm  s o r r y ?

H E N S O N :  A r o u n d  t h e  m i d - s e v e n t i e s ,  o r  l a t e  s e v e n t i e s ?

V O L K M A N :  Y e a h !  A n d  w e  e v e n  h a d  t h e  g a s  s t a t i o n s  c h a n g i n g  o v e r  t o  l i t e r s ,  S t a n d a r d  

O i l  o r  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  A n d  o n e  o f  t h e  s t a t i o n s  h e r e  s t a r t e d  g i v i n g  t h e  

t e m p e r a t u r e  b o t h  i n  F a h r e n h e i t  a n d  C e l s i u s .  A n d  p e o p l e  s a y ,  " W h y  a r e  w e  d o i n g  

t h a t ? "  I  h a d  s o m e  a n g r y  m a i l  f r o m  p e o p l e ,  s a y i n g ,  " T h i s  i s  a  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  p l o y
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t o  g e t  u s  t o  c o n f o r m  t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  a n d  a r e n ' t  w e  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  n a t i o n ?  

W h y  d o  w e  h a v e  t o  g o  t o  t h a t  j u s t  b e c a u s e  E n g l a n d  a n d  e v e r y b o d y  e l s e  i s  o n  i t ? ”  

A n d  s o  - -  a n d  t h e n  s c i e n c e  t e a c h e r s  w o u l d  c a l l  a n d  s a y ,  " L o o k ,  w e ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  

e d u c a t e  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  m e t r i c  s y s t e m ,  a n d  y o u  c o u l d  b e  o n e  o f  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  

t h i s ,  a n d  y o u  d o n ' t  d o  t h a t ,  s o  w h y  d o n ' t  y o u  d o  t h a t ? "  B u t  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  k i n d  o f  

f e l l  f l a t  o n  i t s  f a c e ,  a n d  w e  p u l l e d  a w a y  f r o m  t r y i n g  t o  - 

H E N S O N :  D i d  y o u  e v e r  u s e  t h a t  y o u r s e l f ,  d i d  y o u  e v e r  - -

V O L K M A N :  I  m e n t i o n e d  C e l s i u s  a  f e w  t i m e s ,  b u t  t h e  s t a t i o n  n e v e r  p u s h e d  f o r  i t ,  b u t  

o n e  o f  t h e  o t h e r  s t a t i o n s ,  C B S ,  I  t h i n k ,  d i d  h e r e ,  p u s h  f o r  i t ,  a n d  - -  y o u  g e t  i n  

t r o u b l e  s o  e a s i l y .  L i k e  w h e n  w e  s t a r t e d ,  y o u  k n o w ,  h a v i n g  t h e s e  c a m p a i g n s  a b o u t  

g e t t i n g ,  y o u  k n o w ,  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  o z o n e  l a y e r  t h i n n i n g ,  a n d  g e t t i n g  a w a y  

f r o m  t h e  s p r a y - c a n s  a n d  t h e  c h l o r o - w h a t e v e r s ,  t h a t  b i g  l o n g  t e r m ,  i s  t h a t  w e  

s h o u l d  g e t  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  s p r a y s ?  W e l l ,  I  h a d  t h e  p e o p l e  f r o m  t h e  s p r a y  i n d u s t r y  

s a y i n g ,  " W h a t ,  a r e  y o u  t r y i n g  t o  r u i n  o u r  b u s i n e s s ?  I t  h a s n ' t  b e e n  p r o v e n  t h a t  

t h a t ' s  h u r t i n g  - -  p u t t i n g  t h e  o z o n e  h o l e  b i g g e r . "  S o  i t ' s  v e r y  - -  t h e y  f e l t  i t  w a s  

a l m o s t  u n - A m e r i c a n  o f  m e  t o  c o m e  o n  a n d  u s e  m y  p l a t f o r m  o f  a  T V  w e a t h e r m a n  

t o  t r y  t o  d a m a g e  a n  i n d u s t r y .  I  g o t  i n  t r o u b l e  i n  O k l a h o m a  a b o u t  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  

t o r n a d o  s a f e t y  o n e  t i m e ;  I  g u e s s  I 'd  r e a d  s o m e  r u l e s  f r o m  t h o s e  d a y s  a b o u t  h o w  a  

b r i c k  h o m e  w a s  s a f e r  t h a n  a  w o o d e n  h o m e ,  a n d  t h e  g u y  w h o  w o r k e d  w i t h  t h e  

w o o d ,  h e  w a s  a g a i n s t  t h a t ,  h e  s a i d ,  " Y o u  r e a l i z e  y o u  c o u l d  b e  j u s t  a s  d e a d  b e i n g  

h i t  b y  a  b r i c k  a s  y o u  c a n  b y  a  p l a n k , "  ( l a u g h t e r )  y o u  k n o w ,  a n d  t h e n  m o b i l e  

h o m e s ,  w e  k n o w  t h a t  m o b i l e  h o m e s  a r e  t h e  m o s t  d a n g e r o u s  p l a c e s  t o  b e .  L o o k  a t  

a l l  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  w e r e  h u r t  i n  F l o r i d a ,  r e c e n t l y ,  i n  t h e  h u r r i c a n e .  S o  I  w a s  

a c c u s e d  o f  d a m a g i n g  t h e  m o b i l e  h o m e  b u s i n e s s  b y  t e l l i n g  p e o p l e  h o w  d a n g e r o u s  

i t  i s  t o  l i v e  i n  m o b i l e  h o m e s .

H E N S O N :  S o  w h o  h a d  c o n t a c t e d  y o u  t o  e x p r e s s  d i s m a y  a b o u t  t h a t ,  o r . . . ?

V O L K M A N :  W e l l ,  y o u  k n o w ,  I  j u s t  e m p h a s i z e ,  y o u  k n o w ,  s e e k  o t h e r  s h e l t e r  r a t h e r  t h a n  

s a y ,  “ D o n ' t  l i v e  i n  a  m o b i l e  h o m e . "  Y o u  c a n  c r e a t e  c o n c e r n  w i t h  p e o p l e  w h e n  

y o u  s a y ,  " D o n ' t  d o  t h i s ,  d o n ' t  d o  t h a t . "  L i k e ,  a r o u n d  t h e  h o l i d a y  s e a s o n ,  o n e  o f  t h e  

s t a t i o n s  I ' v e  w o r k e d  i n ,  i t  w a s  C h a n n e l  9 ,  w e ' d  g e t  a  l o t  o f  m a i l  f r o m  t h e  

m e r c h a n t s ,  " S a y i n g  ' d o n ' t  g o  o u t  s h o p p i n g  t o d a y ,  w e  e x p e c t  a  l o t  o f  i c e ,  s l e e t ,  

g l a z e ,  s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t , '  y o u ' r e  r u i n i n g  b u s i n e s s .  Y o u  k n o w ,  i t ' s  u p  t o  t h e  [ p e o p l e  t o ]  

s a v e  t h e m s e l v e s ,  y o u  k n o w ,  b e  c a r e f u l ,  b u t  d o n ' t  t e l l  t h e m  n o t  t o  s h o p . "  A n d  t h i s  

m a k e s  m e  t h i n k  o f  a n o t h e r ,  t h e  c r a z i e s t  t h i n g ,  i n  O k l a h o m a .  I  w a s  d o w n  t h e r e ,  

y o u  k n o w ,  t w e l v e  y e a r s ,  a n d  i n  t h e  o l d  d a y s ,  S a t u r d a y  n i g h t  w a s  a  b i g  d a y  t o  g o  t o  

d o w n  a n d  s h o p .  P e o p l e ,  t h e  f a r m e r s ,  t h e y  s a y  t h e y  c o m e  i n t o  t o w n  a n d  s h o p  o n  

S a t u r d a y  n i g h t ,  a n d  I  - -  i t  w a s  a  p a s t o r  d o w n  t h e r e ,  i n  o n e  o f  t h e  t o w n s ,  s a i d  t h a t  I  

w a s  h u r t i n g  t h e  c h u r c h e s ,  b e c a u s e  o n  S a t u r d a y  n i g h t  I  g e t  o n  T V  a n d  s a y  t h e r e ' s  

g o i n g  t o  b e  a  t o r n a d o ,  h e  s a i d  t h e  p e o p l e  w o u l d  d e c i d e  t o  s t a y  h o m e  f r o m  c h u r c h ,  

b e c a u s e  t h e y  d i d n ' t  w a n t  t o  b e  a t  c h u r c h ,  o r  t h e y ' d  - -  i f  I  w o u l d  s a y  i t  w a s  g o i n g  t o  

b e  g o o d  w e a t h e r ,  t h e y ' d  a l l  g o  f i s h i n g .  S o  h e  d i d n ' t  e v e n  w a n t  m e  t o  b e  o n  o n  

S a t u r d a y  n i g h t .  ( l a u g h t e r )  S o  t h a t ' s  -  w h a t  t h a t  i n d i c a t e s  i s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f
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w e a t h e r ,  a n d  w e a t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a n d  w h a t  y o u  s a y  a n d  s h o w ,  a n d  a l l  t h a t  s t u f f ,  

d o e s  i m p a c t  a  l o t  o f  l i v e s ,  a n d  s o ,  y o u  k n o w ,  y o u  h a v e  a  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  b e  

a c c u r a t e ,  m i s l e a d ,  a n d  n o t  o v e r - h y p e  s t u f f ,  a n d  b e  f r i e n d l y ,  a n d  a l l  t h o s e  t h i n g s .  

A n d  I ' v e  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  t h a t  a l l  o f  m y  c a r e e r .

H E N S O N :  W e l l ,  g o s h ,  w e 'v e  c o v e r e d  a  l o t  o f  g r o u n d .

V O L K M A N :  W h o a .  Y o u 'v e  g o t  o o d l e s  a n d  o o d l e s  o f  s t u f f  h e r e .  A n y  m o r e  q u e s t i o n s  

( o v e r l a p p i n g  d i a l o g u e ;  i n a u d i b l e ) ?

H E N S O N :  I s  t h e r e  a n y t h i n g ,  i s  t h e r e  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  I ' v e  m i s s e d ,  i s  t h e r e  a n y t h i n g  y o u  

t h i n k  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  a d d  o r  a n y t h i n g ?

V O L K M A N :  W e l l ,  I  - -  i t ' s  b e e n  i n t e r e s t i n g  f o r  m e ,  t h a t  I  h a v e  w o r k e d  w i t h  a b o u t  3 8  

a n c h o r  p e o p l e ,  a n d  I ' v e  s e e n  t h e  a l l  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  o f  p e o p l e ,  t h a t  I ' v e  s e e n  h o w  

t h e  b u s i n e s s  h a s  c h a n g e d ,  f r o m  i t  b e i n g  a n  a l l  w h i t e  m a l e  b u s i n e s s ,  t o  n o w ,  I 'm  i n  

t h e  m i n o r i t y .  I  m e a n ,  w e  n o w  t r y  t o  i n c l u d e  e v e r y b o d y .  A n d  f r e q u e n t l y ,  I 'm  o n  

t h e  d e s k  a t  n i g h t  a s  t h e  o n l y  w h i t e  m a l e  i n  t h e  c o n t - -  o n  t h e  s e t .  A n d  I  h a v e  - 

t h e y ' r e  a l l  w o n d e r f u l  p e o p l e ,  b u t  i t ' s  s o  d i f f e r e n t ,  t h e  c h a n g e ,  b e c a u s e  f o r  y e a r s  

w e ' v e  n e v e r  h a d  a n y  w o m a n  o n  t h e  n e w s ,  a n d  L o l a  H a l l ,  b e c a u s e  s h e  h a d  t o  b e  

o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  w o m e n ,  a n d . . .  b u t . . .  a n d  t h e n  w e  t r y  t o  b e  f a i r  r a c i a l l y  a n d  

n a t i o n a l i t y - w i s e .  I  w a s  r e p l a c e d  o n e  t i m e  b y  a n  H i s p a n i c  w o m a n ,  a n d  I  s a i d ,  

" W h y  i s  t h a t ?  S h e  d o e s n ' t  r e a l l y  k n o w  m e t e o r o l o g y . "  T h e y  s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  n o t  

t h e  i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g  i s  t h a t  w e  h a v e  h a l f  a  m i l l i o n  H i s p a n i c s  h e r e  a n d  w e  n e e d  t o  

h a v e  t h e m  r e p r e s e n t e d ,  a n d  t h e  w e a t h e r  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  e a s i e s t  t h i n g s  f o r  t h e m  t o  

d o . "  N o w ,  I  s o r t  o f  r e s e n t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  f e e l  l i k e  t h a t  w e a t h e r  s h o u l d  b e  t h e  

e n t r a n c e  d o o r  t o  a  l o t  o f  d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s .  A n d  l i k e ,  i t ' s  t h e  e a s i e s t  t h i n g  t o  d o  - 

i t ' s  n o t  t h e  e a s i e s t  t h i n g  t o  d o ,  i f  y o u  d o  i t  r i g h t !  D i a n e  S a w y e r  s t a r t e d  a s  a  

w e a t h e r w o m a n  i n  L o u i s v i l l e  K e n t u c k y ,  a n d  t h a t ' s  n o t h i n g  a g a i n s t  h e r  o r  a n y t h i n g  

l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  I  d o n ' t  - -  h a v e  n e v e r  f e l t ,  l i k e  a  l o t  o f  p e o p l e ,  t h a t  w e a t h e r  i s  a  

s t e p p i n g  s t o n e  t o  s o m e t h i n g  g o o d .  I ' v e  h a d  p e o p l e  a s k  m e  t h a t .  " W h a t  d o  y o u  

r e a l l y  w a n t  t o  d o  i n  t h i s  b u s i n e s s  e v e n t u a l l y ? "  I  s a y ,  " I  w a n t  t o  b e  t h e  b e s t  

w e a t h e r m a n  t h a t  I  c a n  b e . "  A t  o n e  t i m e  t h e y  h a d  m e  g o i n g  i n t o  t h e  m i n i s t r y ,  

b e c a u s e  I  w a s  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  c h u r c h ,  d o w n  i n  O k l a h o m a  e s p e c i a l l y ,  a n d  I  s a i d ,  

" W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  a  f i n e  p r o f e s s i o n ,  t h a t ' s  f i n e ,  b u t  I  i n t e n d  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  t h e  b e s t  

w e a t h e r m a n  I  c a n  b e ;  I 'm  n o t  t r y i n g  t o  b e  a n  a n c h o r m a n  o r  g o  i n t o  m a n a g e m e n t . "  

I ' v e  b e e n  o f f e r e d  j o b s  u p  i n  p r o g r a m  d i r e c t i o n  i n  O k l a h o m a  C i t y ,  t h e y  w a n t  m e  t o  

s t a r t  w i t h  C h a n n e l  5  t h e r e  a s  a  p r o g r a m  d i r e c t o r  a n d  d o  t h e  w e a t h e r ,  b o t h ,  b u t  I  

d i d n ' t  w a n t  t o  w a t e r  d o w n ,  s o  t h a t  I  c o u l d n ' t  s p e n d  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I  n e e d  t o  s p e n d  i n  

d o i n g  t h e  b e s t  j o b  a s  a  w e a t h e r m a n .  I  c a n  d o  t h i n g s  o n  t h e  s i d e ,  a n d  h e l p  p e o p l e  

a n d  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  o t h e r  j o b s  t h a t  o t h e r  p e o p l e  h a v e ,  b u t  I  h a v e n ' t  w a n t e d  t o  g e t  

o u t  o f  w h a t  I ' v e  b e e n  i n .

H E N S O N :  B u t  y o u  h a v e ,  e n j o y e d ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  b e i n g  a c t i v e  a t  y o u r  c h u r c h ,  a n d ,  

w h a t  a r e  o t h e r  k i n d s  o f  - -
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V O L K M A N :  Y e a h ,  I 'm  v e r y  a c t i v e  i n  c i v i c  c l u b s ,  M a s o n s ,  a n d  i n  m y  c o m m u n i t y ,  i n  m y  

n e i g h b o r h o o d .  I  l i k e  p e o p l e ;  I  a s s o c i a t e  w i t h  p e o p l e ,  a n d  I  j u s t  - -  I 'm  n o t  i n  s o m e  

i v o r y  t o w e r ,  s t u c k  a w a y  i n  f r o n t  o f  a  c o m p u t e r  s c r e e n ,  j u s t  l o o k i n g  a t  r a d a r  

s a t e l l i t e  p i c t u r e s .  I 'm  n o t  t h a t  m u c h  i n t o  j u s t  w e a t h e r .  B u t  I 'm  i n  i t  e n o u g h  t o  

w h e r e  I  k e e p  u p  w i t h  i t .  I ' v e  l e a r n e d ,  a s  I  - -  a l o n g  w h e n  t h e  c o m p u t e r s  c a m e  

a l o n g ,  p e o p l e  t h o u g h t  i t  w a s  t i m e  f o r  m e  t o  g o  o u t  t o  p a s t u r e ,  b e c a u s e ,  y o u  k n o w ,  

c a n ' t  t e a c h  a n  o l d  d o g  n e w  t r i c k s ?  W e l l ,  a s  s o o n  a s  s o m e o n e  t e l l s  m e  t h a t  I 'm  

p r o b a b l y  n o t  a b l e  t o  d o  t h a t ,  t h a t  m a k e s  m e  t u r n  o n  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  w i t h i n  m e  

t h a t  I  w i l l  s h o w  t h e m  t h a t  I  c a n  d o  t h i s ,  a n d  t h a t  I 'm  n o t  t o o  o l d ,  a n d  t h a t  I 'm  n o t  

t o o  s t u p i d ,  a n d  I  c a n  l e a r n  i t .  A n d  s o  i t  t a k e s  a  w h i l e ,  y o u  k n o w ,  I 'm  k i n d  o f  s l o w  

a t  l e a r n i n g ,  b u t  o n c e  I  l e a r n  i t  I  n e v e r  f o r g e t  i t .  A n d  s o  I  c a n  s i t  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  

c o m p u t e r  s c r e e n ,  n o w ,  a n d  w o r k  w i t h  a l l  t h i s  s t u f f ,  w h e n  I  a d m i t ,  w h e n  I  f i r s t  

l o o k e d  a t  i t ,  I  w a s  i n t i m i d a t e d  b y  t h e  w h o l e  t h i n g .  H o w  d o  I  e v e n  g e t  o n l i n e ,  

h e r e ?  A n d  t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  t h i n g s  I  d o n ' t  k n o w ,  b u t  I ' v e  - -  a s  I  t o l d  o n e  o f  o u r  

S o c i e t y  m e e t i n g s ,  I  t r y  t o  m a k e  i t  a  p o i n t  t o  s a y  t o  m y s e l f ,  " L e a r n  s o m e t h i n g  n e w  

e v e r y  d a y ;  i t  m a k e s  i t  w o r t h w h i l e  g e t t i n g  u p  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g ,  a n d  g i v e s  y o u  a  g o a l ,  

a n d  y o u  w o r k  t o w a r d s  t h a t ,  a n d  i t ' s  s u c h  a  g r e a t  f e e l i n g  o f  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t ,  w h e n  

y o u  f e e l  l i k e  y o u ' v e  g o t  a  s k i l l  t o d a y  t h a t  y o u  d i d n ' t  h a v e  y e s t e r d a y . "  S o  I  t h i n k  

t h a t  t h a t ' s  i m p o r t a n t .  I ' v e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  l e a r n  u n t i l  I  c a n ' t  l e a r n  m o r e ,  I  g u e s s .  

( l a u g h t e r )

H E N S O N :  W e l l .  A n y t h i n g  e l s e ?

V O L K M A N :  N o ,  I  j u s t  w a n t  t o  s a y  I ' v e  b e e n  c o l o r - b l i n d  a l l  m y  l i f e .  W h e n  I  w e n t  i n t o  

c o l o r  T V ,  I  f o u n d  o u t  t h a t  I  h a d  t o  h a v e  s o m e  h e l p  i n  p i c k i n g  o u t  m y  c l o t h e s ,  a n d  

s o  m y  w i f e  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  v e r y  s u p p o r t i v e  i n  p i c k i n g  o u t  s t u f f  s o  I  d o n ' t  c l a s h .  I  

h a d  a n  a n c h o r m a n  o n e  t i m e ,  I  h a d  b e e n  d i v o r c e d  a n d  I  w a s  l i v i n g  a l o n e  f o r  a  

w h i l e ,  a n d  o n e  o f  t h e  a n c h o r s  t u r n e d  t o  m e  a n d  s a i d ,  " H a r r y ,  d o  y o u  r e a l i z e  t h a t  

y o u r  t i e  d o e s n ' t  m a t c h  y o u r  s h i r t ? "  A n d  I  s a i d ,  " B u t ,  J a c k ,  I 'm  c o l o r - b l i n d . "  A n d  

h e  s a y s ,  " B u t  I 'm  n o t . "

H E N S  O N :  ( l  a u g h t e r )

V O L K M A N :  A n d  I  c o u l d  t e l l ,  s o m e t i m e s ,  w h e n  p e o p l e ' d  l o o k  a t  m e ,  l i k e ,  " B o y ,  d o e s  h e  

r e a l l y  c l a s h . "  A n d  s o  y o u  h a v e  t o  s p e n d  t i m e  o n  y o u r  a p p e a r a n c e ,  y o u r  h a i r .  I  

s t a r t e d  d y e i n g  m y  h a i r  a t  o n e  t i m e ,  b e c a u s e ,  i n e v i t a b l y  y o u  g r a y  a s  y o u  g r o w  

o l d e r ,  a n d  I  h a d  a  g u y  t e l l  m e ,  " W h y  d o n ' t  y o u  d y e  y o u r  h a i r ,  b e c a u s e  y o u  s t i l l  a c t  

y o u n g ,  b u t  y o u ' r e  s t a r t i n g  n o t  t o  l o o k  y o u n g ? "  S o  I  w e n t  o u t  a n d  g o t  s o m e  o f  t h i s  

G r e c i a n  F o r m u l a  s t u f f .  S o  - -  b u t  I  d i d  i t  i n  a  s u d d e n  w a y  a n d  s h o c k e d  a  w h o l e  

b u n c h  o f  p e o p l e ,  b e c a u s e  I  s u d d e n l y  c a m e  o n  f r o m  w h i t e  h a i r  o n e  n i g h t  ( l a u g h t e r )  

t o  b r o w n  h a i r  t h e  n e x t .  A n d  s o m e  p e o p l e  d i d n ' t  e v e n  r e c o g n i z e  w h o  I  w a s !  

( l a u g h t e r )  O n e  l a d y  w r o t e  m e  a n d  s h e  s a i d ,  " I  s c r e a m e d  w h e n  I  s a w  y o u ,  a n d  I  

t o l d  m y  h u s b a n d ,  ‘L o o k  a t  H a r r y ,  s o m e t h i n g ' s  h a p p e n e d  t o  h i m ! ’”  A n d  h e  s a y s ,  

" W e l l ,  t h e r e ' s  n o t h i n g  h a p p e n e d ,  h e  j u s t  d y e d  h i s  h a i r , " "  a n d  s h e  s a i d ,  " B u t  h e  

w o u l d n ' t  d o  t h a t ,  h e  t e a c h e s  S u n d a y  S c h o o l ! "

48



HENS ON: (l aughter)

V O L K M A N :  ( l a u g h t e r )  T h a t  w a s  r e a l l y  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  t h e y  h a d !  I  r e m e m b e r  w e  

s t a r t e d  u s i n g  h a i r s p r a y .  I  s a w  a n  a n c h o r ,  a  s p o r t s  a n c h o r ,  u s i n g  h a i r s p r a y ,  a n d  I  

t h o u g h t ,  " T h a t ' s  o n l y  w h a t  w o m e n  u s e ! " B u t  n o w  m e n  u s e  h a i r s p r a y  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  

W e  g o t  i n t o  t h e  l e i s u r e  s u i t  e r a ,  t h e  w i l d  p a t t e r n s  o f  t h e  '7 0 s .  I  l o o k  a t  s o m e  

p i c t u r e s  a t  m y s e l f  w i t h  m y  g a u d y  p l a i d s ,  b i g  b u l g i n g  - -  I  e v e n  h a d  a  b i g  w h i t e  

b o w  t i e  o n  o n e  n i g h t ,  a n d  I  t h o u g h t ,  " D i d  I  w e a r  t h a t  o n  t h e  a i r ?  L o o k s  l i k e  I 'm  i n  

a  c i r c u s ! " B u t  i t  - -  w e  h a d  t h e  b i g ,  l o n g  s i d e b u r n s .  N o w  i t  l o o k s  s o  r i d i c u l o u s ,  

b u t  t h e n ,  e v e r y  e r a  i s  a  c h a n g i n g  s c e n e ,  a n d  y o u  n e v e r  k n o w  w h a t ' s  g o i n g  t o  b e  i n  

n e x t .  P e o p l e  u s e d  t o  c o m e  t o  w o r k ,  n o  m a t t e r  w h a t  j o b  y o u  h a d ,  g u y s  c a m e  t o  

w o r k  i n  s u i t s  a n d  t i e s  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  T h e  c a m e r a m a n ,  e v e r y t h i n g .  N o w a d a y s  t h e r e ' s  

n o  d r e s s  c o d e  a n y m o r e .  I  m e a n ,  t h e  p e o p l e  c a n ' t  g e t  o u t  o f  w h a t  t h e y ' r e  w e a r i n g  

o n  t h e  a i r  s o  t h e y  c a n  g e t  b a c k  a n d  l o o k  l i k e  a  s l o b  a l l  o v e r  a g a i n  ( l a u g h t e r ) .  I t ' s  - 

s o  t h e  c l o t h i n g  a l l o w a n c e  - -  G i d d i n g s ,  G i d d i n g s ,  o u t  i n  S a n  F r a n c i s c o ,  u s e d  t o  s a y  

t h a t  a l l  t h e  s t a t i o n s  s h o u l d  s u p p l y  t h e  w e a t h e r m a n  w i t h  a  c l o t h i n g  a l l o w a n c e  o f ,  

l i k e  a  c o u p l e  o f  g r a n d  a  y e a r ,  b u t  h e  w a s  - -  h i s  s c h e m e s  w e r e  v e r y  g r a n d i o s e .  H e  

w a n t e d  u s  a l l  t o  g o  t o  s t a t i o n ,  t o  w o r k ,  i n  l i m o u s i n e s .

END OF INTERVIEW

49


