Gary Lipscomb & Keith Cordial L/14/86

Ram Charger St. George Bridge

Michael: What is the date today?

Gary: April 1h, 1986.

Michael: Give me your full name and title.

Gary: Myrname is Gary L. Lipscomb. 1I'm sheriff of Tucker County.

Michael: And how long have you been sheriff?

Gary: Oh, about a year and five months mow,

Michael: Were you ir law enforcement work before then?

Gary: Yeah, I was deputy sheriff for four years.

Michael: Before that?

Gary: Yeah,

Michael: What did you dé before you became a deputy?

Garys Oh, I've done a little bit of everythang.
(delete)

Michael; Tell me a little bit about last November 4th, It had
been raining fer quite awhile....

Gary: Yeah, it rained for maybe two to three days. I dom't know
exactly hoew lemg it had rained. Trooper Cordial ceme by the office
for some reason, I don't kmow if he just stopped to say "hello™®

and we talked. And about 4 o'clock I said, "Lets ge look at the
rivers. Let's go check the streams," And from there, things
changed quick.

Michael: Tell me exactly what you did. Where did yvou go first?
Gary: Well, I think originally we started in St. George and looked
at the river down there and at 4 or 4:30 there was nothing really...
80 we came up Holly Meadews and Hambleton and Hendricks, and come
back en in to Parsons; we stopped and made a phone call for some
reasen, I don't even knew what we made a phone call for, and then
we got a call that a scheel bus was having preblems up Pheasant,

water ceming out ever a culvert or semething, and he was afraid te



cross the bridge or the culvert with the bué with all the kids on
it. S0 we went up to assist him, And they walked the kids on
across and the kids got home safely. And the bus came on eunt.

We came back to town and by that time the water was ceming up over
Slew (?) Bridge up here by Schwartz's garage. And then we received
a call of some people having some problems in St., George. Margaruite
Halpern called us. They get it by radie that the people on down
beleow them....there was a little stream, that comes doewn off the
side of the meuntain, and she was afraid it was geing te ceme right
threugh their house. And we wenttto St. George to see just what
the situation was, and we got te St. George, there was water across
the road there at the St. Geerge bridge. And we crosseé it., And

. then we started back....and it ﬁashed us away.

Michael: What deo you mean? '

Gary: Well, the water just,...a wave of water come and just washed
us off the approach te the bridge.

Michael: A wave?

Gary: Yeah, I den't know where it camé from but it came. And it
just washed the Ram Charger eff the bridge, er the approach to the
bridge. And then it was a long night. It was a long night.
Michael: I can't imagine that. Yeu're in the Ram Charger, and yon
were approaching..... '

Gary; Yeah. See we had crossed the bridge once and were returning.
And we looked....the water didn't leok like it was any higher than
the first time we went through. And we got about halfway threugh
there and a wave of water came and jJust....I guess the water came
up right now....or sémething broke leose, or whatever, and just
washed us off that appreach. And from there, we were on our own.
Michael: What happened? ,

Gary: Well, it's a leng story. I'm going to have to back up a
littie bit. Before we left town here, the firemen was needing some
rope, and things like this, so we got somebody frem the hardware
store to ge down and copen up. And we got two'reles of rope., And

Just luckily, part of the rope, the firemen didm't need at all, and



we happened to have a piece of it in our Ram Charger. So when we
got washed off we had the rope in the Ram Charger. And just luckily
there were some people standing on the bank that we could throw.

the rope toe. And Steve Carr was who it was. And he tied the rope
off te a fence post, and we tied it eff te the Ram Charger, and

hand ever hand te get out of there. If it wasn't fer that, we

would have never made it. Because the water, you know, we got in
ihe water, the water just held us straight out, it was so swift,

We just hung on the repe. Then we went to B,Minnear'sis where we

ended up at. By that time, we couldn't even get through on the
phene or nohting, did we Keith? Finally after about an hour, of
trying to get somebody on the phone, we finally got threugh to
Elkins and we teld Elkins, where we were at and what had happened.
And then the phone went dead. That's it., We can't talk to anybedy.
And we were there till, I den't know, what time was it when George
and Recky got te us? About 2 o'clock in the morning, something like
that. They hadtte ceme around by Auroura (?) and Limestone to get
us out of there. There was nothing we could de but just sit there
and watch. Nothing we could do. We were helpless., Remember old
Bill Minnear? Sitting there looking out that window.

Michael: Can you go inte a little more detail about where the rope

was, It was a new rope....
Gary: Yeah, it was a brand new repe. 1t was just a rope that we

had stepped at the hardware store teo get for the firemen., The
firemen were saying they needed rope., You know they were evacuating
people and like I said, we got onme roll of % inch rope and then there
was anether piece probably 100 or se that for some reason the fire-
men didn't take and we had it. That's how we ended up with the

rope. And it's lucky we did have it,

Michael: An< which of yeu threw it?

Gary: I don't even remember. But I can remember Steve Carr and

his wife up on the bank., He tied it off to a fence pest. And we
tied it off the Ram Charger. I believe you baled off first, didm't
vyour Keith?

Keiths Yeah.

Michael: Se you threw it from standing en top of the vehicle?



-l

Gary: On top of the vehicle, yeah. Well the vehicle washed off
and it settled down on....like the vehiclewwas gone, And it
started to turn and it looked like it was going to tilt over or
whatever, and then it settled on something., Te this day I don't
know what it was. The vehicle hung up on something, Tt staved
there for a few minutes so wé had time te get out of there. But

to this day I don't know what it was hung en. Whether it was
semething that washed in there or what I don't krnow. But it
settled and hung there for awhile on something, Because if you
ever look at that approach down there, it's a pretty good drop off
there., But the vehicle went off and then it caunght on something.
Just leng enough fer us to get out of it.

Michael: Se you ended up back on the St. George side of the river.
Gary: Yeah. We were on the St. George side of the river, Up
there at....what is Bill Minnear's boy's mame? I guess Bill too.
I'm not sure, But we ended up at his home.,

Michael: So what happened after 2 o'cleck then?

Gary: Well, finally the deputy sheriff and the game warden, Reocky
- Spencer, came around by Aurora and Location then and picked us up.
And we fimnally got back around threugh Davis and Thomas and then
got back down to Hambletom and Hendricks and. then you know there
wasn't much could be dome then, it was already done. ¥e more or
less just helped people get inteo the school up there at Hambleten
and Hendricks and ..,..antil daylight. Unatil dayoight when we cuauld
réally see. And then the water was up....you ceﬁldn't)even move in
town. At that time there was still water down here at the red
light until the next morning. And it was finally.....it was almost
dark when I finally came acress there. It must have been right after
4 or 4:30 5 o'clock when I crossed the Blackferk Bridge, and crawled
down ever a tree and came out Peﬁnsylvania Avenue to check on my
family.,

Michael: VWhat did you see on Pemmsylvania Avenue?

Gary: Oh, it's hard to describe. Homes that were there were gone,
And there were trees across the road. And the road was gone, There

were holes washed, you kmow, it's just hard te describe. It's just



hard te describe. The further down T got, seemed like the worse

it gef; _

Michael: You said that yeu had said geodbye to your wife just
before you left. '

Gary: Oh, I don't know what time was it, Keith? We had stopped
earlier in the evering prebably 7 o'cleck or whatever. And my

wife was at heme. I stopped to get a rainceat, And I teld her
then if the water really gets any higher, T went out and leoked at
the river you kmnow, I've lived on that river for a long time, and
I've seen it higher tham that lets eof times, I said I dem't think
you have anything to worry about. But if it does get any higher,
don't worry abeut the house, just get out. And that's what she did,
The water started coming up and she got out,

Michael: So you didn't know where she was?

Gary: T had an idea. Well, I thought she went te her mother's but
she didn't, she went te a friend's house, she lives over there next
te St. Jehn's church is where she went. People live right on in be-
hind the church, I thought she was with her mother, but it was the
next afternoon befere I had any contact with her at ail. I had no
idea,

Michael: What did yeu de them from early merning....

Gary: Just more or less tried te assist the péople there in Hambleton
and Hendricks and that area., The damage was done. We were jﬁst
seeing that the people were safe., There was nething yeu ceuld deo.
There wasn't a whole lot you could de. The people that were washed
out we were tryimng te get up there to the scheel, so they'd have a
place to stay or semething to eat or whatever.

Keith er. John: You feund a bedy that afterncen. :

Gary: Yeah, that's right we did. It was Mr. Bommer. That's right.
I f@rgmt all about that,

Michael: Yeu found what?

Garys Found ene of the drewning victims frem up around Gladwynn.
Keith: I cam remember his wife's name, I can't remember his.,

Gary: Raymond,

Keithé Raymond and Derthy Bonmer,
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Gary: Yeah. Discevered his bedy up the Dry Ferk, hanging in a
tree, \
Michael: Hanging in a tree? Where was that?

Gary: It was abeut four miles abeve Hemndricks om the Dry Fork
River,

Michael: Was it way up?

Gary: He was hanging up in a tree prebably ten feet. But back off
frem the river bank probably seventy-five yards. Yeou knew where
Deug Leng lives., Right abeve Doug's trailer there,...Dougs the one
that actually feund him er saw him, D@ﬁg saw it and ceuldn't get

te it, because-fhe water was up and he had te wait until the water
went down te really find eut what he was seeing. But they found
him hanging in a tree,

Michael: What was the state ef commumnicatiems inmr the county?

Gary: Very bad. Very bad. And at that time all the phene lines
were out and eur radies work by the phemne lines., The trouble with
this ceunty is my radie frequency is differemnt frem the state poelice
and theyredifferent from the emergency squad and theylre different
from the fire departmemt, Nobedy ceuld really talk te anybody.

It's a funny feeling when you are within a mile or twe of eacheother
and wanting te relay informatien but yeu can't talk te eachether,
It's a bad situatien really. And it's semething that needs to be
cerrected, There's ne sense in everybady having different radie
frequencies, There's no sense in having EMS persemnel out there and
firemen and pelice officers when they can't talk te eachether. It
Just deesn't de any good at all,

Michael: Seo hew did the ceounty begin‘tm come to terms ﬁith this?
Gary: Things were really a mess the ﬁext day and even two days
later. And finally with Bill Rose(?) and the emergency service
people they started te take things under cemtrol. Semebody had te
take charge,

Keith: We didan't have a meeting for what, twe days?

~Gary: Yeah, I thimk it was twe days. Twe or three days we finally
sat down. At first, ene persen was going this way and ene was geing
that way, ard nebedy knew what eahether was deing. Den't get me



wreng, we've mever had nething like this befere,

Michael: Se yeu had people rumnning off in different directions?
Gary: Yeah. And finally we sat down and had a meeting of every-
bedy and things started them...ceming together. They decided
where we were going te put the fleoed victims, what scheols were
going te be designated feor what. Hew they were geing te be fed or
whatever, But fer the first day er twe it was semething else,
Nebedy has ever had anything like this and we just didn't knew
which directiomn to ge in.

Michael: Did yeu get a lot eof help frem surreumdimg counties?
What rele, feor example, did the Randelph Ceunty autherities play
in any ef this? I know, myself, im Elkins, I woke up the next
merning and I had ne idea. If you weuld have teold me what happen-
ed in Parsems 1 woeuld have sajid you were exaggerating.

Garys: ﬁell I think that was the preblem. I den't believe that any-
bedy realized in the surreunding areas just what really happened.
I don't knew as far as Ramdelph Ceunty or anything...we never really
got any help until later, Just like....the next day after the floed,
we found out fimally we had a fleoed. People finally realizing the
next day that....them peeple really did have a little bit of water
over there., Wasn't it Keith? And his own peeople....net te say
that they were wreng or who was wrong or whe was right, but teo get
his ewn peeple to admit that we had that much water. They were
mere or less....like I have a brether that lives over in Pemnsyl-
vania, he was born and raised over here im Tucker County., And I
called him after a day or twe and tried te explain to him what
happened and he wouldn't believe me. And I think that was a whole
lot with his peeple., They thought he was exaggerating. "Yeu
don't have that kimd of water." It just teok a day er twe fer it
to sink inte them,

Michael: What happened with yeur brether them?

Gary: My brother finally came in 2 or 3 days after the floed.

He stayed five or tem minutes and just turned around and left. He

said he'd seen enoung if it and he didn't want to see anymere, He
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said, "Youk now I was born and raised here ﬁnd I don't want to

see anymore." He said, "I remember how it was when T was a kid,
and I don't want te see anymere if it." And he left.

Michael: Was the plan that finally emerged after 2 er 3 days,

was it based pretty much em lecal knowledge and local autherity

or did yeu have a lot of peeple ceming in frem state capital er
state authorities.,..te take over and rum it? _

Gary: Well, the peliticiamns finally get imnvelved in it. Every-
body wanted to play a rele, Finally the state sent a sargent in
here,

Michael: What's been happening since the flood? How has Tucker
County respended to all this?

Garyt Well I think Tucker County really has...faired decent.

I woeuld have liked teo have seen it ge a little smoother, since

the actual disaster is ever....people are trying to rebuild er

get back om their feet or whatever, And myself included. I
applied for small disaster lean te rebuild my home and I haven't
had anything but a hassle since I did that,

Michael: What happened te your home?

Gary: It was destroyed in the floed. I'm rebuilding new, I got
with the SBA peoeple and they set this thing up te help people,
"but te get anything eut ef them is two different things. And I
den't like te comdemn the federal gevermment but it's net right,
Michael: It hasm't beem real smooth....

Gary: No. Not by a long shoet it hasn't been smooth. They've

get a bad thing of losing papers and stuff like this and they want
you te sign your life away and they think they're giving you seme-
thing and it is a low interest loam but they're still making a
profit on it really. You talk about berrowing meney at 4%, they're
not giving it to you at 4%. It's a let better than geing to the
bank and payimrg 10, or 11,12 er 1&% but still they're net giving
you the momey. They say at 4% it sure helps but that's net giving
it to you. You're going te pay it back with 4% interest. 1Is what
it amounts te. And they're dragging thefr feet, bad.

(delete)



Michael: One moere questien. You said the DNR played an impertant
rele the first day er twe after the flood.... '
Gary: Yeah, for the first day eor twoe. If it hadn't been for the
DNR I den't kmnow what would have happemed in this ceunty.
Michael: What did they do?
Gary: They were the only oenes who really realized what happened.
And they get their people in here and whatever they could de, they
did. People that needed help....they saw that they got it. Like
I said, not the state....it seemed like they drug their feet a
little bit, But if weuldn't have been for the DNR the first
couple days....I don't know,
Michael: They get some vehicles in here amd seme things.
Gary: They got their people in here, And worked their people
24 bours a day. And told them, "You won't go heme. You'll stay
there and work." As lohg as it takes. Don't werry abeut hew
yeu're going te get paid er who's going te pay you, Jjust deo it,
Stay there.
Michael: That's a real treat.
Gary: Yeah., Sure is.
Michael: Can you tell me yeur full name?
Keith: Keith W. Cerdial.
Michael: And your title?
Keith: I'm with the Department of Public Safety. I'm a treoper
stationed here in Parsens. |
Michael: Hew long have you been here?
Keith: A vear temorrow.
Michael: A year temorrow. Some vear.
Keith: Yeah,
Michael:; Semebedy said you were frem Faytte Ceunty,
Keith: Yeah,
Michael: Whereabeouts?
Keith: Meadew Bridge. Just on the edge of the county.

(delete) _
Michael: Without feeling like you are repeating what Gary just
said, I'd like te hear your full stery abeut...even though he's
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teld it, I'd like.te hear all the detail ef it again.

Keith: It had been raining for, I think, éll weekend, At about

4 e'cleck, like the sheriff said, T came in here for some reason,

I den't kmew why. And he said, "Let's go check the water." And
we went eut at 4 and started checking the water and he told me,

he said, "Oh it isn't that bad. The water's got a long way to goe."
Se we were just drivimg areund checking and we went down to check
on the scheol bus and they got it out before we got there., And
the water was up a litile bit em the reoad eut there. Tn a couple
Places. And we came back and I called the cerperal, just let him
know what was going om. We went amd got the Ram Charger. And at
abeut 6 or 6:30 we decided we better start trying to evacuate some
peeple that lived right alemg the river, T guess that's Water St.
We went dewn amd were telling seme of the peeple that they better
be getting eut and they were werried abeut getting their eorienmtal
carpets up eff the fleer and getting all their thimgs up out of
the water, There was just ne way weiceuld de that., We would have
been on that ene street all night. Se we warned a few people and
then we got with the firemen and we were standing dewn here at the
Sluice Bridge when the car went under. We were standing there at
the Big T, and the water was over the road, and we saw this Calss.
fleat down under the Sluice Bridge. Where it came from or where it
wert te, I still demn't kmew. And there was a car stuck in the
curve right there. And the firemen started hellering fer repe.

Se the sheriff amd I decided we'll just go get seme rope semewhere,
And we went and get semebedy that werked at Atkinsoms's (?) and
they let us in and they gave us two speels of repe. And after we
got it we went down te the fire department and they didm't want all
the repe then. Se we gave one te either the fire department er the
ambulance peeple and we kept one., Why we kept it, I den't know.
And we went eut again, amd that's when we got the call frem Elkins.
Abeut the lady down in St. George stranded. The neighbeor called

and was werried abeut them. Se we went dewn there and we went a-

cross the bridge fine, And dewam the ramp. And the water was deep
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but it wasn't cempletely over the tires yet, would you say?

Gary: Ne, '

Keith: Amd we went dewn to the lady's heuse that called, and

the peeple had alrady get eut, because I believe he came up while

we were standimg there talking te the lady. Se we decided we
better get back te Parsens since that's where mest of the pepulation
was and we figured they needed the help. And we were ceming up the
appreach,and the water was a little deeper tham it was, but T den't
think it was that muach mere deeper, And we goet abeut halfway threugh,
and like the sheriff said, that wall er wave ef‘water, whatever
yeu want te call it, just hit us amd I think T said something like,
"Here we ge Sheriffl!" Or semething like that, and them it spun,..
Michael: Se yveu appreached the bridge...

Keith: We started back threugh the bridge and it was deep., But

it still wasn't high emough te fleed eut the truck, the Ram Charger,
And we were geimg back threug it, and the wave or wall, just seem-
ed like the water broke leose all of a sudden, and it hit us, and
we spumr, and we started geing, and it started to tilt, te tilt back
towards my side, And I started thinking, "What de we de if it
tilts?" And then it Just sat back dewn and just sat there. VWe've
been up there several times and leoked at it, and the only thing

we could see that weuld have pessibly held us was the culvert,

But we den't kmew feor sure if that's what it was or net. We climbed
out on tep, and the sirem went eff, Scared me half te death, That
sirem went off. I dem't knew why we didan't think ef the rope at
first. We didn't, We were just sitting up there trying to figure
out what to do amd leokimg at the current thinking the'cqrrent would
carry us te the bamk but the current was geimg tewards the center,
Se that was a bad idea., And them we remembered the rope and the
sheriff went back im amd get the roepe. I den't remember if it was
in the fromt or the back of the Ram Charger. And he handed me the
rope, and it was still omn the speel, and we tied oene end te the
light bar and then I threw the rope en the speel,te the boy emn the

bank, And he and his wife. And thamnk God they were there, PBEecause
if net, we'd have been gene,
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Gary: Otherwise, we'd have been down areuﬁd Rewlesburg er seme-
where,

Keith: And they tied it eff, and like he said, we hand-wlked it
eut, because as soen as we hit the current, yeu just went straight.
I was scared, I think we both were a little scared. I thiak
that's why we were laughing after we get in the house, we were so
scared. I hit my leg on the,...semething. Still don't kmnew what

I hit my leg en. Had a little gash in my leg., We went in there
and these peeple treated us real goed. Gave us seme chili te eat,
They were goed te us,

Michael: Hew far did yveu threw it?

Keith: I dem't kmew....it's hard te say, Fifty, sixty feet,

Hit him right en the hamnds. Made Danm Merene preud.

Michael: Hew did you throew it?

Keith: Just like a feetball,

Michael: Overhand?

Keith: It was lucky theugh, If he hadn't have caught it en the
first try we would have been geone,

Gary: Just lucky he was standing where he was standing,

Keith: Yeah., Lucky he saw us, I still thank that bey everytime I
see him.,

Michael: What hour ef the day was it?

Gary: I almest want te say tem oe'cleck.

Keith: I was thinkimg it was ten eor after ten.

Michael: Hew ceuld you see?

Keith: Hew could I see?

Michael: It was pitch dark, wasn't it?

Keith: It was dark but I saw him. I den't kmew, I couldn't tell
you, _

Gary: T guess people had their yargd lights én er whatever,
Keith: Well, nme, There was nobedy im that house right there,
Gary: Ne, I'm talking about the heuse we went' to.

Keith: Yeah. I saw the blue house, yeah. But that light wasn't
really that much, I dew't kneow.
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Garys But we saw him, like I said, I den't kmow hew, but we saw
him. He was there, '

Michael: You tell this stery as theugh it were daylight. And
somehow, you get back in the Ram Charger and feund the rope, Hew
did yeu do that?

Keith: And it was under water.

Gary: T crawled back threugh the windew.

Michael: But hew did yeu find it im the dark?

Gary: Well, I don't kmew. It was there. T just get lucky.

Keith: It was lucky, we went right te it. He was lucky. As a
matter of fact, we climbed right eut the window to get on top eof
the Ram Charger. I've never really thought abeut that., But it was
dark and I doen't know hew he did it.

Gary: Seems te me, I could see that boy just as plain as day.

Him and his wife, And they were standing there grimning at us,
Because the beys wife had a smile on her face,

Michael: What's his name?

Keith: Steve Carr, _

Gary: He werks fer Lambert Chevrelet. Over there at the bedy shep.
You kmew he had te walk dewn frem where the wvater was aéross the
read at the intersectiom....he had to walk down that field aleng
that fence line to even get down to where we were at, Why he was
there, I don't know.

Michael: Was it raimning?

Keith: Yeah. It was raining pretty goed.

Michael: Se it was all edds againmst anybedy being there,

Gary: Well, I think he juét came dewn te see what the water really
looked like, But why he was dewn that far along the river, I don't
know. ,

Michael: Se you were as much as fifty feet out. There must have
been stuff fleating by veu toe.

Gary: 1 ceuldm't tell you,

Keith: The only time that I really saw anything fleating by was
after we got out and we went in the heuse. Because we sat im the

reom with that eone peoer eld guy in the wheelchair,
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Keith: And he sat there, and we sat there and watched the houses
fleat by,

Gary: Amd he asked me was that his house? Amnd I said, "Ne, I
den't believe.," T didn't have the heart te tell him "Yeah, 1
believe that was yeur home that wemt by," You ceuld see the tep

of the heuse ge by, _

Keith: That peer eld guy sitting there,....I den't know,

Michael: This river that came up and washed this Ram Charger which
weighs 4,000 peunds, eff eof the appreach to the bridge, hew high

is the bridge mermally? Abeve the river at that peint? I mean hew
much was that water up whem it hit yeu?

Keith: When it hit us? I demn't kmew. There's a drep-eff frem the
tep eof the approach dewn te where the farmland or the groeund is,
abeut twenty feet,

Gary: The bridge is kind ef built em am arch type thimg. The ap-
proach cemes up and we were probably half-way up the appreach te
the bridge. The way the bridge was built it might...it was designed
for excess water and it get te be much fer it te ceme up ever acress
the read and ge en areund or whatever.

Keith: They just fimished that bridge this summer,

Gary: That's the way the bridge was actually desigmed. In case yeu
woeuld ever have high water like that, the water weuld more or less
ge areund,

Michael: Take the appreaches out rather tham the bridge,

Gary: Right,

Michael: De you think the water was up 15 feet or...30 feet?
Keith: 1I'd say at that appreach, abeut 15 er 20 feet, woulda't you
sheriff?

Gary: It's hard te say. But I'1ll tell you hew it came up after....
after we got eut eof the Ram Charger and get up en the bamk. Now

we had to walk te Mr, ? 's heuse, a steady uphill grade, and
before the night was ever, that water was in his frent yard. Te

the botteom step of his beuse,
Keith: All the cattle were already up te high greund right against
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the fence. And they went out of the heuse and meved their equip-
ment three er feur times, It was up.

Michael: Hew leng was it, them after that befeore you had centact
with the headquarters im Elkins?

Keith: Abeout an heur. Ferty-five minutes to an heur.

Michael: Yeu were able te make centact “with the...

Keith: The phome. I tried frem the ‘time we get in the heuse feor
abeut 45 minutes and the phene...I'd call people and I wouldn't
knew where they were or whe they were. ' .

Gary: Yeu'd get anybedy. Or yeu'd get halfway threugh a number
and it'd go dead.

Keith: Or yeu'd pick it up and there weuld already be semebedy
talking en the lime. It was just crazy and you jusf had te keep
hanging it up and liftimg it up, hanging it up and lifting it up.
Michael: Did yeu establish cemtact with the Elkins State Pelice?
Keith: Yeah. That's the enly contact we had. Was that phene call,
Then the phere went dead. I informed them what had happened, Where
1 was. Teld them we were all right, And then the pPhene went dead,
Michael: Yeu didm't have time to get a reactien frem them?

Gary: We dida't really have time other tham te tell them that we
were washed eff ef the St, Geerge bridge and that we were all right.
Keith: I'm glad I wasn't there to hear their response,

Gary: They'd prebably say, "What's the matter with them dumbies?"
It wasn't like we could pick up the pheme and call them amd sit
there and talk te them fer tem minutes. All Keith ceuld really -
tell them was that we had lest the Ram Charger off the St,. George
bridge and that the sheriff and he were all right and the phone
went dead. And that's it, Yeou ceuldn't get threugh te anvbedy.
Keith: And semehew semebedy get.,...did yeu get threugh te Tucker
Cempson (?) te get in touch with Geerge er....hew did they get
Geerge dewn there?

Gary: I dem't knew whether Elkims fimally get a message te him
saying where we were ,.,.that's the enly thin& I car figure,

Keith: Because earlier I teld him when he went back up en the
meuntain if the water was up en the read up there te get my wife

and just tell her te drop everything and go home, den't weorry abeut
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what yeur bess says just ge home. If he doesn't like it, fine,
And that's what he did., He went and teok her home., And where he
came frem, I den't know, but we were glad te see that unifeorm,

I leeked eut that windew....and I tell yeu what, that was seme-
thing. 0ld red-faced George was coming dewn that hill anmd X was
glad te see him., Ther we went back up, like the sheriff said,

the leng way back up threugh Themas, and I stapped at the house

te get seme dry clethes and we came en back dewn the meuntain,

And went to Hambleton arnd Hemdricks te see what we ceuld de there,
We hardly had any cemmumicatien with anybedy. The ceommumicatien
was s bad it was pathetic. Like you said, we can't talk te eache
other in this ceunty because their radie is en ene frequency, the
fire department is em ene frequency, ours is en anether frequency,
1If we want te talk te eachether, I have te ge threugh Eikins and
they'll call his dispatcher by phene,...or semething iike that.
Michael: Whese decisien is it te set the radies up iike that?
Keith: T dem't know. Semehew it goes threugh the FCC and they
assigr frequencies or semething. Se I dom't knew. '

Michael: It's mot a decisiem that's made locally?

Keith: Ne. I den't think that was really anybedy's fault lecally,
Gary: Yeu cam't blame anybedy lecal., It's Just the regunlatiens
they have....the FCC says that the counties will werk on a certain
frequency,....the fire department bas anether frequency, the EMS has
another freguency.

Michael: That's insane theugh fer amy kind ef a disaster....
Keith: Yeah, that's true but the reasen they de that is...se that
wvhen you start listemning te this county radie, with all these
ceunties en it, and then the state, you ceuldm't hear what anybedy
was tellimg yeu te de, And the reasen they are separate is te keep
the traffic down; We have eneugh traffic em eur radie...and then
on the sheriff's radie. A let of times what a let eof the cars
have in them is scammers, That way they can cress-talk.

Gary: What really is needed is the radie set-up where if I wanted

te talk all I would have to de is push a buttemn. If I wanted te talk
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to the fire department, Jjust push a butten. Or if I wanted teo talk
te talk te the EMS, just push a butten.

Michael: Have some eptiens.

Garyt Yeah. And if I didn't want te talk te them, just shut them
off, |

Michael: The weather service....yeu guys didn't have a whele leot eof
warning abeut this.,..

Keith: We got the warning abeut 1:30 er 2 o'cleck in the merning
when we were sitting in that house.,,.that was the first warning
that was put out fer Tucker County. We were sitting there =md

we kept wemdering why there was no warning put eut fer Tucker
County. And at 1:30 er 2:00 was when the warning came out, They
were naming off all these counties and nobedy mentioned Tucker
County. We wendered abeut that tee.

Michael: Was that a case ef cemmunicatiens being kmecked eut seo
early in the evening that the weather gservice didn't knew?

Keith: Ne, I dem't think se, I don't kmew what happened but the
cemmunicatiens weren't geme until 10 er 10:30 er 11 e'cleck., It
was frem 6:30 on whemn we started meving these peeple, The road was
cevered dewn here at 6:30 twe hours after we started checking it.
And surely semebedy could have get the word te semebedy between
that time. TYou're talkimng abeut 6 heurs since we started checking
it.

Michael: Nobedy had 6a11ed frem Bewden or anywhere? But then en
the ether hand, yeu guys prebably didn't call Rewlesburg either

did yeu? As far as I _kmnew, nobedy did.

Gary: As far as I kmow, mebady did.

Keitk: Ome preblem we had here though was all the emergency service
people were tied up em this end ef the ceunty. There was noebedy
over im St. George'or that area. Nebedy. I can't fault the fire
men or anybedy because they were busy, but there 1ssseme type of
plan needed im this ceunty, just like at the scheels, we have te go
find the Janiter te let us in the schoel,..there is some type ef
emergency plén that should be implemented for such a situation.

If somebedy's assigned job is teo g0 to opem the scheol, there sheuld

be seme type ef radie set-up at scheel...set it up se emne unit ef
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the fire department can ge nerth, eme canm go seuth....because
they were all in this area. And there was mebedy in St. George.
Gary: What little bit ef help they had im Hambletem -and Hemndricks
came frem Themas amd Davis. St. Geerge just didn't get any because
there was me way te get there. They were shut off completely.
Michael: Regarding that....very thing we were talking abeut...
Ged forbid, but if anether fleed e¢f this magnitude were te hit
again, weuld the ceunty, at this peint, be set-up te react any
differently?
Gary: Be ready for it? Ne.
Keith: Ne.

I was threugh a ternade when ternadees hit the seuthern
part ef the state im April ef '74. I was living in the path ef
the ternade. And I lest the reef eof my house and my neighbers
were all gene, That ceunty teday is still -the same as it was
befere the torradees hit dewn there, and I figure tem years frem
nevw, this ceumty is geimg te be exactly the same way. Well it was
10 years age, nethimg te werry abeut, it's met geing te hit again.
They're not geing te change,
Gary: Yeah, that's what I'm afraid ef., People forget se easy,
Se quick that they're geing te say, "Welil, this will mever happen
again.,"
Keith: That's just the way it was when that ternmade hit., I'd
never seen anything like it when it tere the reoef off my heouse,
But yeu can ge dewn there mew and peeple hardly even remember it.
Se you knew...maybe I'm bad luck Sheriff, Maybe these things fellew
me areound.
Michael: Yeu guys are a ceuple of pretty teugh hembres. Yeu pull
people out of wrecks, you've been in seme reugh jams...what effect
does this fleed have en you? Have yeu had aamy bad dreams abeut it
at all? Dees it ceme back te haunt yeu? Being in the water like that
is a terrifying thing.
Keith: At the time, it seemed like it was taking us ferever to get
out of the water. But really ence we got eut and loeked amd sat...
it wasm't really that leng. I ceuldn't tell yeu how long we were in

there. But it wasa't as leng as I theunght it was. ARrRd as far as
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being affected like that yeu kmew, I dem't think it's chanmged
my jeb er my heme life., I'm still as weird er crazy as 1 was
befere it. It shewed me the things like,..it can happen., It can
happer te yeu. TIt's made me a little more cautieus. But ether
than that....as far as bad dreams....ne. Neme for me. '
Gary: 1I've mever had any preblems either with arything like that.
Seems like that particular night...it wemt en ferever....but then
the next day we were just se busy that frem them en you never
really theught abeut anything else., Busy trying te de yeur jeb
amnd de the best veu ceuld.,..three er feur days yeu went witheut
sleep and them fimnally veu laid dewn and slept feor awhile....
it hasn't really affected me, No. Or my family either.
Michael: Did yeu have anythimg appreaching a spiritual er reli-
gieus experience when you were gut there with all that pressure?
Did yeu appeal te your maker te save yeu?
Keith: I always....when I'm in a bad situatienm...T alﬁays talk te
Him. 7You knmew...He's always there. He's right there where I can
reach eut amd talk te Him. I mean that's just the way it's been
en everything fer me. T kmew I get eut of here a let of times
and den't act like it but...yeu'll find mest pelicemen are....
have a little bit ef religiem in them. Tt's the enly way yeu can
handle seme situatioms. Get the courage up te ge iante it. Just
like wheer we went imn I theught te myself, "Here I come Ged,"
Gary: Just like I teld yeu. If the geed Lerd wants yeu, He'll
take yeu.
Keith: I thiamk yeu'!ll fimd that anybedy...they might net act it...
of ceurse policemen have te keep this image that they get. They
den't want te ruin that image but if there's a situatien that I'm
werried abeut I'1ll talk te Him befere I ge inte it. And try and
get myself satisfied that I'm tryimg te de the right thing.,

' I think that's the way about everybedy is, Se it's net Just
that ome situatien,..you knew, there's a let eof things eut here yeu

can de that cam kill yeu. Se yvou've geot te have semebody there
yvou can talk te.
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Michael: Have vyeou had'any thoughts abeut that wave eof water?
They claim....the dike up here breke, Dees anybedy knew what time
that happened er was it that all the streams had risem at one
time? Have yvou ever heen able te@....

Keith: We get hit right after the fire truck did. We fouﬁd that
much eut after it was ever with. The fire truck got relled dewn
here and the wall of water that hit them er caused them te lese
centrel of their truck must have been the same eme that hit us.
Gary: It's possible that the water did break ever up here at the
Black Ferk bridge and Shavers Ferk at abeut the same time. That
caused that ene surge of water....I den't knew fer sure. T dem't
knew exactly what time either ome of them really breke aver.
Keith: Because when I called Elkins they teld me that they pre-
blems with ene ef the fire trucks, Remember? One of the fire trucks
and eight men or semething like that. Junier firemen...But you

know, we've set...and the sheriff amd I have set and made a let
ef jekes abeut it.

Michael: Jekes? Like what?

Keith: Just seme sick jekes that these sem ef a guas keep pulling
en me here, Wanting'ts buy me a badge with a periscepe on it,

But you knmew...we've sat and talked. Neither ome of us can really
explain it. I dem't thimk. Net unless yeou can figure it eut.
Gary: Ne., Like I say...if it was our time to go the geod Lerd
weuld have taken us,

Keith: Ne doubt in my mind,

Gary: That's what I teld Keith., This might be our time. But nepe,
He's net ready feor us vet,.

Keith: Yewu did, didn't yeu?

Gary: Yeah.

Michael:s Is there anything else yeu can add?

Gary: Just hope I never see nething like this again,

Michael: One fleed is emough, huh? O0R® ©f the women that worked
dewn in the kitchen dewn at the Parsens Elementary Scheel, when

I first got dewn there,..,.I started singing te peeple dewn there
in the evenings...sheé said te me, "Why this wasn't ne fleed. I've
seen fleeds all my life. If yoeu want to kmow what this was, yeu'd

have te leek in the beek ef Revelations." In her mind it was clear
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eut of the category of amy fleed, anything she'd ever seen.
Keith: Yeah, ' |

Michael: Se it almest had a biblical quality.

Keith: I'm sure there's a let of people that thought that. Because
het many peeple in their lifetime have seen anaything like this,
The next merning when we went up on tep ef Blackmun Flats, and
leoeked down frem I demn't ¥knew whese yard, and the whele tewn was
under water...it was just like the werld was coming te anm end.
Because it was gene, There was water,

Gary: Just like the mnext day when we finally....I get a held ef
Forrest Bleem, the géme wardea, I said, "Hey., hew abeut geing to
check omn my wife?" He said, "I can't get there.¥Y And he's right
there im Parsems. And I said, "Yeu're telling me thé water is
8till up?" Amd he said, "That's right, I can't get there,"

1t was 2 er 3 e'cleck in the afterneen., Befere he ceuld actually
get en threugh tewn. The mext day.

Keith: We'd be eut here stopping people tellimg them ,"Hey! Yeou
can't get acress the bridge.” And they would say,"Yeu got te be
kidding me. The water isn't that high." And they wenldn't believe
it. Se...it's ever and dene with, '

Michael: Thank yeu very much,



