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Summary description of tape contents: 
 

Clem Van Gompel describes growing up in Lake Winnebago area, working for Kimberly-Clark 
during World War II, and experiences fishing sturgeon. He made his own decoys with resources from 
his work. Clem discusses methods of attracting sturgeon and illuminating the lake bottom to see fish 
better, as well as benefits of Sturgeon for Tomorrow in maintaining sturgeon population and 
increasing it in other lakes and rivers. 
 
Brief Tape Index 
 

Time Topic 

00:00 Van Gompel’s family background. 

03:21 Finding sturgeon in Kimberly-Clark mill turbines. 

07:31 Using worms from compost pile. 

09:24 Startsed sturgeon fishing in 1954. 

15:04 Making his own decoys from resources he found at work. 

19:54 Van Gompel’s 115 pounder. 

22:52 His friend’s 142 pound fish. 

28:43 Man who dug his friend’s hole was mad at his friend for catching that sturgeon. 

41:16 Group fishing strategy. 

44:26 Fishing after graveyard shift. 

46:44 Conveniences in modern times. 

 
 
 


