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Interviewees: Dan Folz and Mike Primising 
 
Interviewer: Bob Marin 
 
Interview Date: 4/16/07 
 
Summary description of tape contents 
 

Dan Folz, retired DNR fish manager in Oshkosh, Wisconsin, along with Mike Primising, tell 
stories of the early days of sturgeon scouting and tagging along the Wolf River. The men mention 
spawning sites and the advent of a technique known as riprapping, which greatly benefited the 
sturgeon population. Interviewed by Bob Marin, the two men also discuss other people who have 
worked at the DNR. 
 
Brief Tape Index 
 

Time Topic 

00:00 Dan Folz background, education, and employment. 

03:12 Mike Primising background, education, and employment. 

06:18 Mike’s story on living fossils. 

07:03 Past co-workers and partners. 

10:48 Past enforcement and sturgeon watching. O.K. Johnson, Ken Corbett, and others. 

12:13 Example of long days and nights sturgeon tagging. 

14:06 Old spawning sites. 

16:05 Peace along the river and dip net vibrations sound like thunder. 

17:57 Two sturgeon say “hi” to Mike and Dan. 

19:50 First night trying to get eggs for hatcheries. 

22:00 Working 36 hours straight and being supported by the locals. 

24:27 How riprapping helped sturgeon population. 

25:51 Number of sites now and then. How sites are categorized. 

28:29 Fish yields now and then. Names of crew members. 

31:12 Tagging in Shawano 

 
 
 
 
 


