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Interviewee: Russell Collar 
 
Interviewer: Ronald M. Bruch and Kathline Schmitt Kline 
 
Interview Date: May 27, 2008 
 
Summary description of tape contents: 
 

Russell Collar describes his experiences fishing for sturgeon using snag lines. He explains his 
“closest call with a warden”, how to tie sturgeon, when his father was pulled in, and what happened 
to his albino sturgeon. He also describes his earliest memory of sturgeon fishing, and how he thinks 
the river has changed.  
 
Brief Tape Index 
 

Time Topic 

00:06 Family history and earliest memory of sturgeon fishing in the family. 

03:42 Previous wardens that he knew. 

05:06 Using a snag line for fishing. Being in the military. 

07:30 Fish as a major part of his diet. Fishing seasons, harvest in fall. Hook locations. Made 
their own equipment. 

10:42 Why people took the sturgeon for caviar. 

12:12 How he prepares sturgeon. His closest call with warden. Where he used to work. People 
used to not waste resources as much. 

14:54 The train he took to school. 

16:24 Changes in the sturgeon population. Handmade snag lines. 

20:12 Where Russell has seen the sturgeon. How he cleans sturgeon. Flatheads in the same 
water as the sturgeon. 

24:48 Russell’s dad fishing. Deep hole for fishing that he knows about. 

27:12 Where the sturgeon spawn. 

31:00 How the river has changed. 

32:00 Sturgeon tagging. 

35:06 He is familiar with Shadows of the Wolf. 

38:12 Interview close. Information about book. 

 
 


