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Summary description of tape contents: 
 

Ron Bruch, Upper Fox-Wolf Fisheries Work Unit Supervisor, Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources is interviewed by Paul Muche. They discuss Bruch’s career in sturgeon management, 
research, and stewardship, as well as his efforts to maintain the tradition of sturgeon spearing on Lake 
Winnebago into the future. Bruch speaks about the science behind sturgeon habitat, Lake Winnebago 
carrying capacity, concerns for the future of sturgeon, and stocking of the fish. 
 
Brief Tape Index 
 

Time Topic 

00:00 Bruch’s biographical, educational, and work history 

05:49 Research findings on growth rates and ages of fish 

12:54 Founding of Sturgeon Advisory Committee 

19:45 Bruch’s concerns for sturgeon into the future 

28:05 Negative interactions with the public 

33:15 Lake Winnebago’s carrying capacity 

34:36 1915 closure of sturgeon fishing 

47:00 Winnebago as the perfect sturgeon habitat 

50:35 Peak of harvest, water clarity, and population recovery 

57:09 Upper Fox River sturgeon stocking 

59:45 Possibility of hook and line season 

1:06:40 Out of state licenses 

1:10:50 Legacy of sturgeon spearing 

1:17:15 End of interview 

 


