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Summary description of tape contents:

Mike Will was born in 1951 and started sturgeon fishing at the age of 14. He used primarily set lines to catch sturgeon although he has participated in approximately 9 spearing seasons. He enjoys caviar, but does not make it himself. Mike believes that the sturgeon are getting bigger, and he likes the system they have in place now. Most people from his area sell the sturgeon, rather than eat it themselves. 
Brief Tape Index

	Time
	Topic

	00:00
	Introductions. How many seasons he participated in.

	01:30
	Caviar in the spring. Set lines.

	03:19
	Had 14 shacks out. Saw many large sturgeon.

	04:40
	Changes in fishing.

	06:06
	Bait.

	07:41
	Favorite way to eat sturgeon. Selling and shipping sturgeon.

	09:20
	People selling their catches these days. Never saw sturgeon spawn in Lake Winnebago.

	11:58
	Ponds at his uncle’s.

	13:11
	Locals had information useful for the DNR, but the DNR wouldn’t listen to them.

	14:23
	Warden asked Mike to be a warden. 

	17:37
	Fisheries in the upper lakes. Thin ice preventing good fishing seasons farther south.

	21:32
	Lottery system. Tracking devices on fish.

	23:20
	Favorite decoy. Being caught by a warden boat. Set lines.

	27:42
	Mike’s sons. Hitting sturgeon with boat when they stick their bodies out of the water.

	32:13
	Mike’s father fishing from railroad bridge. Run set lines of 2500 hooks. Biggest catch in one night.

	35:18
	Sturgeon laws.

	43:26
	He has never made caviar. More discussion of the lottery system.

	49:59
	Changes in licensing. Spearing with a rookie.

	54:48
	End of interview.


