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INTRODUCTION 

The Fishing Industry in Newport, Rhode Island, 1930-1987, 
an oral history project, was implemented under the auspices 
of the Newport Historical Society and the University of 
Rhode Island Sea Grant Program. 

Through question and answer format, the tape�recorded transcribed 
interviews document the fishing industry from the point of view 
of its complex traditions and changes. They provide a body of 
unedited primary source material focusing on priority issues 
0£ local concern and those beyond the geographic area under 
study. 

Interviews were conducted by Jennifer Murray of the Newport 
Historical Society and were transcribed at the Center for 
Oral History, University of Connecticut. Narrators include 
representatives of the floating fish trap industry, the 
inshore and offshore lobster industries, the inshore and 
.offshore dragger industries, the swordfish industry, the 
wholesale and marketing sector, and fisheries conservation 
and management. 

Oral history enables us to learn about our heritage from 
those who usually don't write about it. It supplies what•� 
often only hinted at in written historical documents. Readers 
and researchers using these oral history memoirs should bear 
in mind that they are transcripts of the spoken word and that the 
narrator, interviewer, and transcriber sought to preserve the 
spontaneity and informality inherent in such historical sources. 
The Newport Historical Society and the University of Rhode 
Island are not responsible for the factual accuracy of the 
memoirs nor for the views expressed therein; these are for 
the reader to judge. 

Copies of tapes and .transcripts are available for research 
at the Newport Historical Society. Copies of transcripts 
are also accessible at the library of the University of 
Rhode Island, Narragansett Bay. As stated in the release 
form which accompanies each transcript, the memoirs are to 
be used for scholarly and educational purposes only. 



HEDY BENNETT 

Hedy Bennett is the wife of offshore lobsterman, 
Paul Bennett, who was also interviewed as part of 
this oral history of the fishing industry in Newport, 
R.I. Mrs. Bennett is the land-based partner in the 
work and way of life she and her husband share. She 
conveys what it means to be the wife of a commercial 
lobsterman and describes what makes the family life 
of a young fishing family both special and demanding. 

Mrs. Bennett delves into th-e many changes that have 
taken place in the offshore lobster industry since 
she's been involved in it. She also expresses 
concerns about overdevelopment of tourist oriented 
businesses along Newport's waterfront that have 
had a negative impact on the fishing industry. 



Tape I Side I 

Biographical interview 
Marriage and family 
Husband's work in the fishing industry 
Involvement in her husband's work 

Not extensive involvement at first 
Very involved when she and her husband bought their 

own boat, Anna Fee, in 1978 
Her land-based responsibilities 

The Bennetts have their own boat built, Hedy-Brenna 
Hedy Bennett's involvement 
Problems having a boat built 

Bennett's trips on offshore lobster boat, Iron Horse 
Female crewperson, Muriel Mack 
Perceptions of offshore lobster trip-- isolation, sea­

sickness, continental shelf, nice weather, discomfort 
Recreational trips on fishing boats with other families to 

Cape Cod and Block Island 
The kind of person who likes offshore trips 

Successful fishermen must like to go offshore. 
Life at sea 

Routine 
Safety precautions 
Meals 

Fishing as a dangerous occupation 
Worries when her husband is out on a fishing trip 
Relief when he comes home 
Waiting with the children at Castle Hill 
Keeping in contact with the boat 

Decreasing involvement in her husband's work 
Bennett's husband at home more now than when they were 

starting out 
Commercial fishermen's wives involvement in their husband's work 

Close-knit circle of wives and girlfriends 
Not many fishermen's wives involved in their husband's work 

in this day and age 
Her life and husband's occupation closely intertwined 

Lives depend on the boat and schedule 
Frustrations 
Irregular schedule 

Family life of a young fishing family 

Tape I Side II 

Family life, contd. 
Home life different from non-fishing families 
Effect of fishing on family life 

Demanding lifestyle 
Importance of being independent 
Tension preparing for trips 
Importance of flexibility and cooperation 

Bennett's new job 
Children's perception of their father's occupation 




























































































































