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Interviewee:  William Stewart, commercial shrimper, Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Interviewer:  Louis Kyriakoudes 
Date of recording:  September 9, 2011 
Recording format/notes:  Recorded digitally in one file.    
Recording length:  1 hour, 20 minutes 
Location:  Long Beach, Mississippi, University of Southern Mississippi Gulf Park Campus 
library 
Subjects/Topics:  Sport fishing, species caught, boats, commercial fishing, regulations, 
equipment, Hurricane Katrina, FEMA, Port of Gulfport, prices for catches, rising fuel costs, 
gillnets, fish migrations, haul seines, sustainability, bycatch, conservation, hook-and-line fishing, 
sea turtles, set-netting, drift-netting, casinos, seafood-processing plants, monofilament, cotton 
gillnets, pressures against commercial fishing on the Mississippi Gulf Coast, shrimping, ice 
boats, freezer boats, BP Deepwater Horizon oil disaster, closing of waters as oil comes in, loss of 
income from oil in waters, currents in underwater gullies, dredging, barrier islands, Vessels of 
Opportunity, marketing/retailing catch, Gulfport’s port commission, Pass Christian Harbor, 
Bonnet Carré Spillway freshwater encroachment of Mississippi Sound, Pearl River pollution, 
Mississippi Gulf Coast pollution, protein from marine life, crabbing, reallocation of finfish 
resources, Bosarge skiffs. 
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Learning to fish 
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Species caught as a child, numbers of fish, where to fish 
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Dad’s boat 
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Transition from sport fishing to commercial fishing 
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Regulations 
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Equipment 
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Typical day fishing 
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Marketing catch 
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Hurricane Katrina 
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FEMA 
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Loss of Port of Gulfport as harbor for commercial fishermen 
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Prices paid for catches, rising fuel costs 
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0:13:38.2 

 
Gillnets 
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Fish migrations 
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Haul seines 
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Gillnets 
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Sustainability 
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Bycatch 
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Ancestors who fished 
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Regulations, gillnetting 
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Commercial fishing, circa 1930s 
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Conservation efforts versus needs of fishermen, gillnets used by haul-fishermen 
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Hook-and-line fishing 
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Sea turtles 

 
0:27:52.7 

 
Set-netting gillnets, drift-nets 
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Regulations 
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Fishermen as conservationists 
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0:29:42.0 

 
Banning of gillnets 
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Casinos versus commercial fishermen 
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Sports fishermen 
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Seafood-processing plants 
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Criminalization monofilament gillnetting  
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Regulations 
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Cotton gillnets 
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Ticket for fishing Gulf Islands National Seashore, regulations 
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Pressures against commercial fishing 

 
0:43:38.6 

 
Transition from finfishing to shrimping 
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Ice boats and freezer boats 
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Regulations 

 
0:47:36.2 

 
Hurricane Katrina 
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BP Deepwater Horizon oil disaster 
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Profits down, small shrimp 
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Getting ready to shrimp, circa spring 2010, before BP oil disaster 
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Waters close as oil comes in 
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Coping with loss of income after BP oil disaster 
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Regulations 
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Mississippi’s prosperous underwater gullies, current herds sea life 
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Dredging 
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Value of fishermen’s experience and knowledge 
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Oil sighting on beaches, barrier islands of Mississippi 
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Vessels of Opportunity, corruption 
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Coping with unemployment, finding work with hands 
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Necessity for commercial fishermen’s retailing their own catches from 
Mississippi Sound 
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Contract with the Grand Casino not renewed by the Island View Casino 
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Port of Gulfport denies access to and rebuilding of commercial fishermen’s pier 
after Hurricane Katrina 
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Local attorneys afraid to challenge port commission 
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Commercial fishermen’s leases not honored 
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Precedent in 1971 supporting commercial fishermen’s use of port 
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Factors that make Pass Christian Harbor unsuitable as a commercial fishing 
harbor 
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Retailing catch from boat 
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State of shrimp fishery, circa 2011; Bonnet Carré Spillway freshwater 
encroachment in Mississippi Sound 
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Shrimp move away from freshwater 
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Tannic acid killed Pearl River marine life 
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Pollution dumps, Mississippi Gulf Coast 

 
1:11:29.1 

 
Sports fishermen 
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Costs of fishing 
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Protein from the sea for fifty cents, twenty-five cents per pound 
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Marketing the catch 
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Changes in commercial fishing after casinos were built on Mississippi Gulf Coast 
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Crabbing 
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Regulations 
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Reallocation of finfish resources 

 
1:17:28.0 

 
Regulations 
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First boat, Bosarge skiff 

 


