
LONG ISLAND MARITIME MUSEUM

Baymen’s Oral History Group

• Antje Nieuwenhuizen•

In an interview recorded on 31 May 1980, Antje
Nieuwenhuizen and her daughter Grietje reminisce
with LIMM Librarian Ruth Dougherty about emigrat-
ing from Holland to the largely Dutch community of
West Sayville. Antje’s husband, Adrian, was already
living here when, in April 1926, she and their three
young children (John, Grietje and Gerrit) left Ymuiden
and sailed to Hoboken aboard the Rotterdam.

Just as 't Lange Eylandt of Adriaen Block became
Long Island, eventually Nieuwenhuizen was Ameri-
canized into Newhouse — a well-known family name
in the West Sayville/Sayville area.

TAPE: Antje Nieuwenhuizen 1
Contents:

• Antje and Grietje Nieuwenhuizen discuss coming to
the United States from Holland, comparing and
contrasting their lives in both countries (0:00-27:00).

TAPE: Antje Nieuwenhuizen 2
Contents:

• Continuation of interview.
• Discussion of immigration to America in 1926,
• Other family members (Broere),
• Traditional clothing, manners, etc. (0:00-20:00).

All times are approximate indications of subject/topic areas.

Above, left: Affidavit of
Support, filed by Adrian
Nieuwenhuizen when he
brought Antje and their
children to the United
States in 1926.

Left: Gerrit, Antje, Grietje
and John Nieuwenhuizen in
West Sayville.

A Newhouse family photo showing the traditional cap with
oorijzer — "ear iron" — the headpiece or helmet used to sup-
port the cap.  Originally made of iron, they were  eventually

crafted of more precious metals and came
to signify the wearer’s wealth and age.

“If the family could afford it, girls
received a modest version of the
headgear at about age twelve.  At
sixteen, or at marriage, a woman
would have her formal gold hel-
met.  In most villages through-
out the Netherlands women
wore some sort of lace cap with
stiffly starched angles, aug-

mented by gold or silver orna-
ments and various sorts of jewelry

illustrating familial wealth.”

Sinke, Susan M.  Dutch Immigrant Women
in the United States: 1889-1920.  Urbana,
IL: University of Illinois Press, 2002 (Statue
of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation), pg.77.

Ymuiden, on the northwest coast of
the Netherlands, is the entry port to
the North Sea Canal, the main water-
way leading to Amsterdam.


